
 M I N U T E S 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

March 3, 2025 

  5:30 PM 

Council Chambers 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor King. Council Members Paul Fischer, Laura Helle,  

Rebecca Waller, Jason Baskin, Michael Postma and Council Member-

 at-Large Jeff Austin    

  

MEMBERS ABSENT: Council Member Joyce Poshusta 

        

STAFF PRESENT: City Administrator Craig Clark, Director of Administrative Services 

Tom Dankert, Police Chief David McKichan, Public Works Director 

Steven Lang, Planning and Zoning Director Holly Wallace, Fire Chief 

Jim McCoy, City Attorney Craig Byram, Park and Rec Director Jason 

Sehon, Library Director Julie Clinefelter, Human Resources Director 

Trish Wiechmann and City Clerk Brianne Wolf 

 

APPEARING IN PERSON: Austin Daily Herald, City of Austin Police Officers, Community 

Members 

 

Mayor King called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m.  

 

Moved by Council Member Fischer, seconded by Council Member Waller, approving the agenda as 

amended. Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Fischer, seconded by Council Member Postma, approving Council 

minutes from February 18, 2025.  Carried. 

 

Mayor King recognized Officer Damien Schroeder for his heroic work during a house fire on 

February 4, 2025. Police Chief David McKichan read a letter of commendation for Officer Damien 

Schroeder for his heroic work while rescuing individuals from a house fire. He aided in getting all 

individuals to safety. Chief McKichan presented Officer Schroeder with the letter of commendation 

for his work on that day.  

 

Mayor King relayed Officer Schroeder’s work was heroic, and he appreciates him and all the 

officers of the Austin Police Department. 

 

Mayor King recognized Herb Wehner from the Streets Department on his recent retirement. 

 

Public Works Director Steven Lang stated although Herb could not attend the meeting this evening, 

he wanted to recognize Mr. Wehner and his years of service to the street department. He was in the 

department for over 24 years. 

 

Mayor King thanked him for his years of service to the City of Austin. 



 

CONSENT AGENDA 

 

Moved by Council Member Fischer, seconded by Council Member Postma, approving the consent 

agenda as follows: 

 

 Licenses: 

  Tree Service: Ted Janning Tree Service, Blooming Prairie, MN 

  Lodging Establishment: Lisa Casper, Austin, MN 

  Temporary Liquor: Knights of Columbus on March 28, 2025 

  Temporary Liquor: Knights of Columbus on April 4, 2025 

 

 Claims: 

  a. Pre-list of Bills 

  b. Financial Report 

  c. Credit Card Report  

 Events: 

  Cedar River Farmers Market – May 2, 2025 – October 31, 2025 

  2025 Independence Day Parade – July 4, 2025 

  Travis Manion Foundation 9/11 Heros Run – September 13, 2025 

 

 Carried. 

 

AWARDING BIDS 

 

Public Works Director Steven Lang spoke about the bids for asphalt emulsion oil and stated Henry 

G. Meigs was the only bidder and the total bid came in at $83,678.40. 

 

Mr. Lang recommended awarding the bid to Henry G. Meigs. 

 

Moved by Council Member Postma, seconded by Council Member Waller, awarding the bid to 

Henry G. Meigs for asphalt emulsion for 2025. Carried 6-0. 

 

Public Works Director Steven Lang spoke about the bids for bituminous materials and stated Ulland 

Brothers came in with the lowest bid.  

 

Contractor     Base Bid   Mileage   Total  

 

Ulland Bros. Inc.      $298,980 $36,000          $334,980 

Rochester Sand & Gravel      $302,500 $50,400          $353,025 

 

Mr. Lang recommended awarding the bid to Ulland Brothers. 

 

Moved by Council Member Fischer, seconded by Council Member Postma, to awarding the bid to 

Ulland Brothers for bituminous materials for 2025. Carried 6-0. 

 



 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 

 

Public Works Director Steven Lang spoke about the Oakland Avenue & 1st Avenue SW project. He 

stated this project would be a complete reconstruction of the street, storm, and sanitary sewer. The 

cost of this project is estimated at $15,000,000. Mr. Lang stated there have been multiple public 

meetings on this project to inform the public, but there has been very low turnout. He said he has 

tried to reach out to the public in multiple different forms but has not received much response from 

individuals on this project. 

 

Council Member Postma stated the Chamber of Commerce would like to thank Mr. Lang for 

working with them on the 4th of July Parade route as it runs through this construction zone.  

 

Council Member Helle stated she has heard comments from the public that traffic drives too fast on 

these roads and would like to know how Mr. Lang is going to address this. 

 

Mr. Lang stated by narrowing the roadway and adding bump outs, drivers will slow down. He stated 

studies have shown narrow roads help to slow traffic.  

 

Council Member Baskin asked about the project funding. He stated there is uncertainly about 

funding from the federal government and would like to know if Mr. Lang is confident the City will 

still be receiving the funding for this project. 

 

Mr. Lang stated yes, he has been assured the funding for this project has already been approved. 

 

Council Member Baskin asked why the City is doing this project this year with all of the bridge 

construction going on and not waiting until the bridges are completed.  

 

Mr. Lang stated there is a set time period for using federal grants. The grants the City have received 

must be used in 2025 and 2026. If the City could choose, they would approach this differently, but 

they cannot. 

 

No comments from the public.   

 

Moved by Council Member Fischer, seconded by Council Member Helle, adopting a resolution 

ordering improvement, approving plans and specifications, and ordering advertisement for bids on 

Project 25103. Carried 6-0. 

 

Public Works Director Steven Lang spoke about the 14th Avenue NE, 18th Street NE, & 19th Street 

NE project. He stated this project would be a full construction of the street, storm and sanitary sewer. 

The cost of this project is estimated at $1,710,000. 

 

Mr. Lang stated 100% of the cost would be assessed back to these 30 properties. The City is 

estimating the cost to be $57,000 per lot for.  

 

No comments or questions from Council. 



 

No comments from the public.   

 

Moved by Council Member Postma, seconded by Council Member Fischer, adopting a resolution 

ordering improvement, approving plans and specifications, and ordering advertisement for bids on 

Project 25303. Carried 6-0. 

 

PETITIONS AND REQUESTS 

 

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council Member Baskin, adopting a 

resolution setting the public hearings for the street improvement project assessments to April 7, 

2025. Carried 6-0. 

 

Director of Administrative Services Tom Dankert requested Council approve a contract with 

Slowingski Flooring for installation of flooring in the upper level of City Hall. 

 

Moved by Council Member Fischer, seconded by Council Member Helle, adopting a resolution and 

approving an agreement with Slowinski Flooring for replacement of flooring at City Hall. Carried 6-

0. 

 

Moved by Council Member Fischer, seconded by Council Member Waller, adopting a resolution 

approving a gambling premises permit for the Austin Youth Hockey Association. Carried 6-0. 

 

Public Works Director Steven Lang stated in a previous work session a representative from WHKS 

came and presented to Council their findings from the six or seven year I/I study. This is where they 

inspected all of the City’s sanitary sewer lines, manholes and all of the other sanitary sewer 

infrastructure.  

 

The Public Works Department has identified in their CIP a sanitary sewer lining project for 2025 in 

the amount of $775,000. They tentatively have planned lining sewers in the Wildwood Park and 

Sterling neighborhoods, but this will be reviewed to determine the most critical areas in the 

community for sewer lining.  

 

Mr. Lang presented a proposal from WHKS to develop plans and specification for bids, with an 

hourly rate; not to exceed $48,700. This project for C. I. P. P. lining, which is a cured in place pipe 

inside the existing sanitary sewer pipe for essentially a pipe within a pipe. He recommended 

approval of a contract with WHKS. 

 

Council Member Postma asked if the $48,700 comes out of the $775,00 or if it would be an 

additional fee. He also wanted to know if this is going to be an on going fee or is WHKS going to set 

up a road map that the City can follow. 

 

Mr. Lang stated the City generates money in sewer revenue fees each year and some of that funding 

would be used to plan for this project. He stated this expense would only be for this project at this 

time, during this year.  

 



Moved by Council Member Fischer, seconded by Council Member Helle, adopting a resolution 

approving an agreement for design services with WHKS for sanitary sewer lining project. Carried 6-

0. 

 

Moved by Council Member Helle, seconded by Council Member Postma, adopting a resolution 

accepting donations to the City of Austin. Carried 6-0. 

 

Moved by Council Member Fischer, seconded by Council Member Postma, to grant the Planning 

and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or illegally stored vehicles 

at 2101 5th Avenue NE, Lawhead Property. Carried. 

 

CITIZENS ADDRESSING THE COUNCIL 

 

Matt Simonson, 607 7th Avenue SE, had concerns over the ash trees being taken down in his 

neighborhood and near his property due to the emerald ash borer. Mr. Simonson stated the City was 

taking down perfectly healthy trees. 

 

Park and Rec Director Jason Sehon stated they have been working with City employees to identify 

trees infested with the emerald ash borer. If they find trees that are treatable, they will go through 

those steps first before they cut the trees down, but if they are not healthy, they have to remove the 

trees, as once they are infested, they can become a hazard very quickly. 

 

REPORTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

Library Director Julie Clinefelter relayed Saturday, March 15th at the library, from 10:00 AM to 2:00 

PM they will be hosting a Comic Con. She encourages all to come and check it out. 

 

Council Member Helle stated on behalf of the Parks, Recreation & Forestry Board she wanted to 

congratulate Randy Hofner on his retirement and wish him well. He served the City of Austin in 

really incredible ways and did it with a smile on his face. Also, thank you to Lynn Thompson, who 

stepped up in the interim position and covered it with no warning—keeping the parks, recreation, 

and forestry system running. She also thanked the City, Mower County, and Impact Austin for their 

work on the comp plan to date. It’s a massive project, and there’s been a ton of community 

engagement. She is very encouraged to see all the people bringing their ideas and their passion for 

improving the community. She noted on June 4th the 4th Avenue Fest will take place. There will be 

an open swim, live music, arts and activities. 

 

Mayor King noted it was heartening to see the amount of employees that showed up for the cook off 

event the employee enrichment committee put on. He was proud to have place 2nd in the hotdish 

competition. He stated it was an amazing turnout and great food.  

 

Mayor King read off the March Anniversaries.  

 

Moved by Council Member Baskin, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Austin, adjourning the 

meeting to March 3, 2025. Carried. 

 



Adjourned:    6:31 p.m.   

  

Approved:    March 17, 2025  

   

Mayor:       

 

City Recorder:       

 

 

 

 


