MINUTES
CITY COUNCIL MEETING
March 17, 2025
5:30 PM
Council Chambers

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor King. Council Members Paul Fischer, Joyce Poshusta,
Rebecca Waller, Jason Baskin, Michael Postma and Council Member-
at-Large Jeff Austin

MEMBERS ABSENT: Council Member Laura Helle

STAFF PRESENT: City Administrator Craig Clark, Director of Administrative Services
Tom Dankert, Police Chief David McKichan, Public Works Director
Steven Lang, Planning and Zoning Director Holly Wallace, City
Attorney Craig Byram, Park and Rec Director Jason Sehon, Library
Director Julie Clinefelter, Human Resources Director Trish
Wiechmann and City Clerk Brianne Wolf

APPEARING IN PERSON: Austin Daily Herald, City of Austin Employees, City of Austin Police
Officers, and Community Members

Mayor King called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m.

Moved by Council Member Fischer, seconded by Council Member Waller, approving the agenda.
Carried.

Moved by Council Member Postma, seconded by Council Member Fischer, approving Council
minutes from March 3, 2025. Carried.

Police Chief David McKichan recognized Officer Jessy Betts on his recent promotion to Sergeant.
Sergeant Betts was recognized in front of Council and Mayor King congratulated him on his
promotion.

Police Chief David McKichan recognized Sergeant Mike Tischer on his recent retirement. Chief
McKichan presented him with a shadow box with his badges and patches from the Austin Police
Department. Mayor King recognized Sergeant Tischer on his retirement and relayed he will be
missed and wished him well.

Parks and Rec Director Jason Sehon recognized Randy Hofner on his recent retirement from the
Parks and Recreation Department as the Parks and Recreation Supervisor. He stated Randy had a
lasting impact on the department and will be greatly missed. Mayor King relayed his appreciation for
Randy and congratulated him on his retirement.

CONSENT AGENDA



Moved by Council Member Fischer, seconded by Council Member Poshusta, approving the consent
agenda as follows:

Licenses:
Right of Way: Jordan Drilling Solutions, Inver Grove Heights, MN
Temporary Liquor: VFW Post 1216 on April 11 & 12, 2025
Temporary Gamble (Raffle): Marcusen Park Baseball Association

Claims:
a. Pre-list of Bills
b. Investment Report

Events:
Shamrockin’ Run on April 12, 2025
Stepping Out for Autism Walk Fundraiser on April 27, 2025
High Water Community Event on June 19, July 17, & August 21, 2025
Sam Alm Impact Project on August 23, 2025

Carried.
AWARDING BIDS

Public Works Director Steven Lang spoke about the bids for replacement of the HVAC units at the
Central Garage. He relayed the bids came in as follows:

Contractor Total

Johnson Heating & Air Conditioning $17,650
MJ O’Connor $19,996
Harty Mechanical $21,230

Mr. Lang recommended awarding the bid to Johnson Heating & Air Conditioning.

Moved by Council Member Postma, seconded by Council Member Baskin, awarding the bid to
Johnson Heating & Air Conditioning. Carried 6-0.

PUBLIC HEARINGS

Public Works Director Steven Lang spoke about the public hearing on street improvements on 6th
Street NE (30th Avenue NE to 36th Avenue NE), Project 19106. The amount to be assessed is
$161,000 at 5.75% for 15 years. Mr. Lang stated there have been no written objections to this
project. There were no public comments.

Moved by Council Member Postma, Seconded by Council Member Poshusta, adopting a resolution
declaring the cost of Project 19106. Carried 6-0.



Moved by Council Member Fischer, Seconded by Council Member Poshusta, adopting a resolution
adopting the assessment roll of Project 19106. Carried 6-0.

Mayor King spoke about the public hearing on street improvements on 21st Avenue SW (4th Drive
SW to 12th Street SW), Project 25102. The amount to be assessed is $950,000 at 5.75% for 15 years.
There have been no written objections to this project. There were no public comments.

Moved by Council Member Poshusta, Seconded by Council Member Fischer, adopting a resolution
declaring the cost of Project 25102. Carried 6-0.

Moved by Council Member Fischer, Seconded by Council Member Waller, adopting a resolution
adopting the assessment roll of Project 25102. Carried 6-0.

Mayor King spoke about the public hearing on street improvements on 6th Avenue NE (18th Drive
NE to 19th Street NE) & 18th Drive NE (5th Avenue NE to 6th Avenue NE), Project 25106. The
amount to be assessed is $900,000 at 5.75% for 15 years. He stated there have been no written
objections to this project. There were no public comments.

Moved by Council Member Fischer, Seconded by Council Member Postma, adopting a resolution
declaring the cost of Project 25106. Carried 6-0.

Moved by Council Member Fischer, Seconded by Council Member Waller, adopting a resolution
adopting the assessment roll of Project 25106. Carried 6-0.

Mayor King spoke about the public hearing on street improvements on 25th Street SW (Oakland
Avenue West to 71"/8'" Avenue SW), Project 25107. The amount to be assessed is $200,000 at 5.75%
for 15 years. He stated there have been no written objections to this project. There were no public
comments.

Moved by Council Member Postma, Seconded by Council Member Fischer, adopting a resolution
declaring the cost of Project 25107. Carried 6-0.

Moved by Council Member Fischer, Seconded by Council Member Waller, adopting a resolution
adopting the assessment roll of Project 25107. Carried 6-0.

PETITIONS AND REQUESTS

Public Works Director Steven Lang stated this ordinance was brought forth due to fats, oils and
grease in the sewer system and the problems they are causing. Mr. Lang stated with the adoption of
this ordinance, which mainly deals with food service establishments, the Public Works department
will work with area businesses to ensure their grease traps are being cleaned and monitored on a
regular basis This will allow for those greases to be caught in the grease traps and not be sent
downstream into the wastewater collection system.



Mr. Lang also relayed part of the ordinance being presented is a point-of-sale inspections for sanitary
sewer services and sump pumps. This would take place when homes sell. The sump pump point of
sale is in an effort way to maintain the I/l program.

Council Member Postma asked Mr. Lang how he would get the word out that these programs exist.

Mr. Lang stated the new Building Official position would spread the word, they would send out
mailers, and conduct in-person in discussion. They would also work with local realtors.

Council Member Postma asked if the City will provide a listing of certified inspectors to
homeowners.

Mr. Lang stated the inspections could be conducted by any certified plumber.

Mayor King requested a motion for the approval of the fats, oils & grease and point of sale
ordinance.

Moved by Council Member Postma, seconded by Council Member Poshusta, for preparation of the
ordinance. Carried.

Moved by Council Member Fischer, seconded by Council Member Poshusta, for the adoption of the

fats, oils & grease and point of sale ordinance. Motion failed 5-1 (Baskin-Nay) as the ordinance must
pass unanimously in the first reading. This ordinance will be carried to the next meeting for a second
reading.

Public Works Director Steven Lang requested approval of Waste Water Treatment Plant Change
Order #7. He stated the amount of the change order is $258,855. It includes nine work change
directives and the cost for the change order is divided between the domestic budget and industrial
budget.

Moved by Council Member Fischer, seconded by Council Member Poshusta, approving Waste
Water Treatment Plant Change Order #7. Carried 6-0.

Public Works Director Steven Lang stated they are making new improvements at the Austin
Municipal Airport and it involves installation of two new fuel tanks and fuel pumps. They are also
making upgrades to the system for the ability to be able to fuel and pay 24 hours a day. With these
changes there are federal requirements that were not included in the original scope of the work by
the consultants SEH. Mr. Lang is requesting approval of an amendment to the Austin Municipal
Airport construction services contract. The amount of the proposed costs is $7,100. This amount
would be paid for by 30% local funds and it is eligible for 70% state grant dollars.

Moved by Council Member Baskin, seconded by Council Member Waller, approving an amendment
to the Austin Municipal Airport construction services contract SEH. Carried 6-0.

Public Works Director Steven Lang stated the City has to perform an asbestos and hazardous
materials inspection of the former Salvation Army Thrift Store located at 205 4" Street NE. The



work will consist of a building inspection and material sample testing for hazardous materials per
EPA guidelines.

Mr. Lang received a proposal from the Institute for Environmental Assessments (IEA) to inspect for
asbestos and hazardous materials, with a project contract fee of $2,600.00. There is an additional
cost for laboratory analysis fee per bulk sample layer of $21.00. He requests Council approval of this
proposal.

Moved by Council Member Fischer, seconded by Council Member Poshusta, approving a proposal
for asbestos and hazardous material inspection. Carried 6-0.

Park and Rec Director Jason Sehon requested Council approval of the grant submission and adoption
of the resolution to apply for the LCCMR trail grant.

Moved by Council Member Fischer, seconded by Council Member Waller, approving a LCCMR
trail grant request. Carried 6-0.

Director of Administration Tom Dankert requested approval of budget adjustment #4. Mr. Dankert
noted the request is from different departments and is to carry over budget items from 2024 to the
2025 budget. He stated by passing the resolution, Council will have officially amened the budget for
the 2025 year and will allow for the purchases and/or transfers requested by the departments.

Moved by Council Member Baskin, seconded by Council Member Poshusta, approving budget
adjustment #4. Carried 6-0.

Mayor King stated Jeanne Sheehan resigned from the Austin Utilities Board of Commissioners
effective February 18, 2025 and they would like to appoint Geoff Baker to take her place on the
board.

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council Member Waller, appointing
Geoff Baker to the Austin Utilities Board of Commissioners. Carried.

Moved by Council Member Fischer, seconded by Council Member Baskin, adopting a resolution
accepting donations to the City of Austin. Carried 6-0.

REPORTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS
City Administrator Craig Clark stated he testified before the Minnesota Senate Housing Committee
this last week and they spoke about a zoning preemption and parking requirements for

developments. He stated he spoke on this as he believes these are bad for rural communities.

Council Member Waller thanked Police Office Mike Tischer and Randy Hofner for their years of
services and congratulated them on their recent retirements.

Council Member Baskin echoed Council Member Waller on her thoughts and congratulated Officer
Tisher and Randy Hofner.



Council Member Postma recently attended the League of Minnesota Cities Day on the Hill
Conference. He would encourage citizens, if they do not want Congress in St. Paul telling cities what
housing goes where in their communities to reach out to parties on both sides of the aisle.

Council Member Poshusta attended the League of Minnesota Cities Day on the Hill Conference and
stated it was a great learning experience. She congratulated the City’s recent retirees and new
promotion. She is proud of the City of Austin and stated today is an emotional day. Council Member
Poshusta announced her resignation from the Austin City Council. She stated the decision was not
made lightly, but after much reflection, she has accepted an exciting job opportunity that requires her
to move outside of her ward. Her last council meeting will be on April 21, 2025. She stated serving
on Council has been one of the greatest honors of her life. She is incredibly proud of all the things
they have accomplished together over the last six years that she has been on Council. They have
faced challenges navigating unchartered territory and many difficult decisions, all with the best
interests of Austin at heart. She extends her deepest gratitude to her fellow Council members,
dedicated City staff and most importantly the residents of Austin, who have entrusted her with this
role. Their support and engagement have been invaluable. As her colleagues can attest, serving in
this capacity is both challenging and at times thankless. Every decision made is carefully considered
and while they might not always agree, they have always respected each other’s perspectives and
decisions. One of the most difficult aspects of this role has been dealing with online negativity. They
are all familiar with those who choose to engage in relentless criticism on social media regardless of
the decisions Council makes. She would like to take this opportunity to encourage these individuals
to become more actively involved in our community in a meaningful and constructive way.
Understanding the complexities of local government governance and participating in a productive
manner will always yield greater results.

Council Member Fischer thanked the City of Austin Police Officers for all the work they do and he
thanked all the employees that worked on the City budget.

Mayor King thanked Council Member Poshusta for her years of service to the City of Austin.

Moved by Council Member Baskin, seconded by Council Member Postma, adjourning the meeting
to April 7, 2025. Carried.

Adjourned: 6:11 p.m.
Approved: April 7, 2025
Mayor:

City Recorder:




