MINUTES
CITY COUNCIL MEETING
April 7, 2025
5:30 PM
Council Chambers

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor King. Council Members Paul Fischer, Rebecca Waller, Laura
Helle, Michael Postma, Council Member-at-Large Jeff Austin and
Council Member Joyce Poshusta appearing remotely via interactive
technology (logged off at 5:45pm)

MEMBERS ABSENT: Council Member Jason Baskin

STAFF PRESENT: City Administrator Craig Clark, Director of Administrative Services
Tom Dankert, Police Chief David McKichan, Public Works Director
Steven Lang, Planning and Zoning Director Holly Wallace, City
Attorney Craig Byram, Park and Rec Director Jason Sehon, Library
Director Julie Clinefelter, Human Resources Director Trish
Wiechmann and City Clerk Brianne Wolf

APPEARING IN PERSON: Austin Daily Herald, City of Austin Employees, Members of the
AAUW, Pickleball Association Members and Community Members

Mayor King called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m.

Moved by Council Member Fischer, seconded by Council Member Postma, approving the agenda.
Carried.

Moved by Council Member Fischer, seconded by Council Member Waller, approving Council
minutes from March 17, 2025. Carried.

Mayor King read a proclamation recognizing April 25th & 26th as the American Association of
University of Women Days in Austin. He recognized those in attendance and presented the
proclamation to Sue Grove, a member of the AAUW.

Mayor King recognized Austin High School Wrestler Samuel Winkels on his recent achievements
during his athletic season.

Mayor King recognized Austin High School Swimmer Brent Dahl on his recent achievements during
his athletic season.

Mayor King recognized Riverland Community College Men’s Basketball Coach Derek Hahn for his
leadership and the basketball team's remarkable achievements this past season.

CONSENT AGENDA



Moved by Council Member Postma, seconded by Council Member Waller, approving the consent
agenda as follows:

Licenses:
Mobile: Cheverri Delicious Pupusas, Fairbault, MN
Mobile: Mac Shack LLC, Lyle, MN
Mobile: Stagecoach BBQ & Grill, Brownsdale, MN
Right of Way: Harty Mechanical, Austin, MN
Exempt Gambling (raffle): Austin Area Chamber of Commerce on July 7,
2025
Exempt Gambling (raffle): United Catholic Schools Foundations of Austin on
June 20, 2025

Claims:
a. Pre-list of Bills
b. Financial Report
c. Credit Card Report

Events:
Healthy Kid’s Day Color Run on April 25, 2025
Beer, Bacon, and Beignets on April 26, 2025
VFW Car Show on May 17, 2025
2025 Community Block Parties on multiple dates in June, July and August
3rd Annual Recovery Walk on September 20, 2025

Carried.
AWARDING BIDS
Park and Rec Director Jason Sehon spoke about the bids for the 2025 ash tree and stump removal

project. He stated this was round number two of ash tree removal; they would be removing 400 ash
trees, with the possibility to remove 600 trees and relayed the bids came in as follows:

Contractor Total

Johannes Tree Services & More, Osage, |IA $170,000.00
Olson Timber Company, Sioux Center 1A $182,276.64
Ted Janning Tree Service, Blooming Prairie, MN $189,500.00
Carr’s Tree Service, Inc., Ottertail, MN $214,560.00
P Squared, Austin, MN $255,469.60
Albert Lea Tree Service, Hollandale, MN $272,000.00
Adam Meyer Construction, Austin, MN $326,500.00
Johnson Construction and Tree Service, Austin, MN $360,000.00
Castle Rock Contractors & Tree Service, Castle Rock, MN $360,000.00
Olson Tree Services Inc., Grand Meadow, MN $367,000.00
Morem Tree Service, Austin, MN $400,000.00

Valdes Lawn Care, Lake EImo, MN

$540,000.00



Mr. Sehon evaluated the bids and qualifications of the prospective bidders and recommended
awarding the bid to Olson Timber Company in the amount of $182,276.64. Of this amount, a
Hormel Foundation Grant would cover $91,138.32. The tree removal would take approximately five
to eight weeks to complete. Mr. Sehon noted the low bidder is not being awarded this contract as
there are concerns over their ability to complete the contract in our timeline.

Council Member Postma asked if the City increased the amount of trees to be removed to 600,
would it extend the time line.

Mr. Sehon stated this would extend the timeline to eight weeks.

Moved by Council Member Fischer, seconded by Council Member Helle, awarding the bid to Olson
Timber Company. Carried 6-0.

Public Works Director Steven Lang spoke about the bids for construction of the Oakland Avenue
West Trail. He relayed the bids came in as follows:

Contractor Total
Hansen Hauling & Excavating, Inc. $110,893.00
Ulland Bros., Inc. $ 130,240.00
Elcor Construction $137,713.00
ICON, LLC $ 145,394.70
Rochester Sand & Gravel $149,291.10
SL Contracting, Inc. $190,972.00
Engineer’s Estimate $ 152,775.00

Mr. Lang stated they have a Hormel Foundation Grant that can used on this project for up to 65% of
the construction costs or a maximum amount of $120,000. He recommended awarding the bid to
Hansen Hauling & Excavating, Inc.

Moved by Council Member Postma, seconded by Council Member Waller, awarding the bid to
Hansen Hauling & Excavating, Inc. Carried 5-0.

Park and Rec Director Jason Sehon spoke about the bids for construction of the Jay C. Hormel
Nature Center Trail Project. He relayed the bids came in as follows:

Contractor Total

Ulland Brothers, Inc. $330,630.00
Hansen Hauling & Excavating $336,749.10
Heselton Construction, LLC $357,396.50
Elcor Construction $359,938.74
Rochester Sand & Gravel $404,244.78

SL Contracting, Inc $440,341.00



Engineer’s Estimate $351,075.25
Mr. Sehon recommended awarding the bid to Ulland Brothers, Inc.

Moved by Council Member Fischer, seconded by Council Member Postma, awarding the bid to
Ulland Brothers, Inc. Carried 5-0.

Public Works Director Steven Lang spoke about the bids for asphalt street construction in the Nature
Ridge Fourth Addition. Mr. Lang stated the work will consist of site grading, underground utility
construction, asphalt paving, curb & gutter, sidewalk, and street lighting for the development of
thirty residential parcels. He relayed the bids came in as follows:

Contractor Base Bid Alternate 1  Alternate 2  Alternate 3
JJD Companies, LLC $ 984,724.14 $7154250 $10,704.00 $56,541.25
BCM Construction, Inc. $1,058,073.00 $72,971.00 $14,146.00 $64,785.00
Snow Contracting, LLC $1,072,722.90 $69,722.80 $10,585.30 $54,771.50
ICON, LLC $1,100,058.70 $68,188.00 $12,785.00 $62,220.00
Ulland Brothers Inc. $1,120,221.40 $68,972.80 $10,645.75 $55,221.50
Heselton Construction, LLC. $1,147,785.80 $72,45750 $12,721.25 $57,985.00
Engineer’s Estimate $1,373,585.20 $68,350.00 $15,085.00 $74,225.00

Mr. Lang recommended awarding the bid to JJD Companies, LLC for the base bid and alternate 2.

Moved by Council Member Postma, seconded by Council Member Helle, awarding the bid to JJD
Companies, LLC. Carried 5-0.

Public Works Director Steven Lang spoke about the bids for the 2025 asphalt street reconstruction
projects. He relayed the bids came in as follows:

Contractor Total
Ulland Brothers, Inc. $1,698,239.70
Wencl Construction $1,748,858.00
ICON, LLC $1,762,988.78
Rochester Sand & Gravel $1,816,950.79
BCM Construction, Inc. $1,832,925.00
Engineer’s Estimate $2,046,145.10

Mr. Lang recommended awarding the bid to Ulland Brothers, Inc.

Moved by Council Member Fischer, seconded by Council Member Waller, awarding the bid to
Ulland Brothers, Inc. Carried 5-0.

PUBLIC HEARINGS



Mayor King stated this was a public hearing on street improvements on Oakland Avenue and 1st
Avenue SW, Project 25103. The amount to be assessed is $1,009,353.11 at 5.75% for 15 years in
three phases. Public Works Director Steven Lang relayed information on the assessment and stated
the estimated projects costs are $15.60 million. The City obtained $7.68 million in State & Federal
grants, $5.95 million in Municipal State Aid, has $0.96 million in the Sanitary Sewer Fund.

Council Member Postma recommends citizens sign up for the text alerts related to this project.
Mr. Lang stated there have been no written objections to this project.
There were no public comments.

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council Member Postma, adopting a
resolution declaring the cost of Project 25103. Carried 5-0.

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, Seconded by Council Member Waller, adopting a
resolution adopting the assessment roll of Project 25103. Carried 5-0.

PETITIONS AND REQUESTS

Public Works Director Steven Lang stated this ordinance is being brought forth for a second reading.
The ordinance is being brought before Council due to fats, oils and grease in the sewer system and
the problems they are causing. Mr. Lang stated with the adoption of this ordinance, which mainly
deals with food service establishments, the Public Works Department will work with area businesses
to ensure their grease traps are being cleaned and monitored on a regular basis. This will allow for
those greases to be caught in traps and not be sent downstream into the wastewater collection
system.

Mr. Lang also relayed part of the ordinance being presented is for point-of-sale inspections for
sanitary sewer services and sump pumps. This would take place when homes sell. The sump pump
point of sale is in an effort way to maintain the I/l program.

Mayor King requested a motion for the approval of the fats, oils & grease and point of sale
ordinance.

Moved by Council Member Postma, seconded by Council Member Helle, for preparation of the
ordinance. Carried.

Moved by Council Member Fischer, seconded by Council Member Waller, for the adoption of the
fats, oils & grease and point of sale ordinance. Carried 5-0. As this is the second reading of the
ordinance, it passes with a simple majority in favor.

Moved by Council Member Fischer, seconded by Council Member Postma, approving a resolution
for summary publication of the ordinance. Carried 5-0.



Park and Rec Director Jason Sehon requested approval of the Parks, Recreation & Forestry
comprehensive plan.

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council Member Postma, approving
Parks, Recreation & Forestry comprehensive plan. Carried 5-0.

Mayor King requested Council approval to accept Joyce Poshusta’s resignation effective April 22,
2025 and declare a Third Ward vacancy.

Moved by Council Member Fischer, seconded by Council Member Helle, accepting Joyce
Poshusta’s resignation effective April 22, 2025 and declaring a Third Ward vacancy. Carried 5-0.

Moved by Council Member Fischer, seconded by Council Member Waller, approving a City of
Austin & Austin Fire Association fire service contract. Carried 5-0.

Park and Rec Director Jason Sehon requested Council approve funding from contingency for repairs
to a retaining wall at the Veterans Pavilion. The repairs would cost an estimated amount of $20,000.

Council Member Postma asked if this can be completed by the 4™ of July due to the festivities
planned.

Mr. Sehon relayed the project would be completed by then as much of the labor would be completed
in house.

Moved by Council Member Postma, seconded by Council Member Waller, approving the use of
$20,000 of funds from contingency to repair the retaining wall at the Veterans Pavilion. Carried.

Public Works Director Steven Lang stated he received a proposal from WHKS for a sanitary sewer
study of the SE Trunk Sewer. The estimated cost of the study is $24,000 and the work will include
analysis of realigning the sanitary sewer trunkline in the southeast area of Austin, MN. The objective
of this realignment is to enhance service in the southeast area by addressing aging infrastructure and
capacity issues along the current alignment. The realignment is also expected to reduce the overall
length of the trunkline, thereby decreasing long-term operational and maintenance costs.
Specifically, this project will provide sizing, preliminary alignment, and constructability analysis of
the proposed alignment. Additionally, the project will assess the impacts of the proposed alignment
on sewer capacity in the area.

Mr. Lang would recommend approval of the engineering service contract with WHKS for the SE
Trunk Sewer study in the amount of $24,000. He stated the work will be funded using the WWTP
Fund 61.

Moved by Council Member Fischer, seconded by Council Member Helle, approving a proposal from
WHKS for a sanitary sewer study of the SE Trunk Sewer in the amount of $24,000. Carried 5-0.



Public Works Director Steven Lang has identified a combination of projects along Ellis Ditch to
address multiple infrastructure improvements, which would include the following:
2026 CIP Ellis Ditch Neighborhood Projects

* $1,400,000, 6th Avenue SE from 18th St. to 21st St. road reconstruction

* $1,500,000, Ellis ditch drainage improvements

* $ 350,000, Ellis ditch sanitary sewer main repairs

* $ 325,000, Ellis ditch trail

* $3,575,000, Total Estimated Cost

Mr. Lang stated the goal of the study is to evaluate all the factors associated with drainage and sewer
issues in these neighborhoods, with a goal to improve the infrastructure. He presented a proposal
from WHKS for a drainage study along Ellis Ditch with an estimated cost of $73,000. He stated the
project will investigate alternatives to reduce flooding in that area, investigate potential
modifications to Ellis Ditch along 6™ Avenue SE, as well as other downstream improvements to
improve conveyance of peak flows.

Mr. Lang would recommend approval of the engineering service contract with WHKS for the Ellis
Ditch and 6™ Avenue SE in the amount of $73,000. He stated the work will be funded using 2/3
Local Option Sales Tax and 1/3 Stormwater Utility Fund 67.

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council Member Helle, approving a
proposal from WHKS for a drainage study of the Ellis Ditch in the amount of $73,000. Carried 5-0.

Public Works Director Steven Lang requested Council approval to amend a limited use permit for
the construction of pedestrian trails within 1-90 MnDOT right-of-way as part of the Oakland Avenue
West Trail construction project. The original LUP was signed by the City on August 21, 2023.

Moved by Council Member Fischer, seconded by Council Member Postma, approving an
amendment to the limited use permit 5080-0021. Carried 5-0.

Planning and Zoning Administrator Holly Wallace stated Astrup Properties, LLC 905 North Main
Street, is requesting an appeal to remove green space on their property to create additional parking
needed for peak traffic increases. This is due to a merger of two pharmacies. The Planning
Commission approved the request and Ms. Wallace is requesting approval from the Council.

Moved by Council Member Fischer, seconded by Council Member Helle, approving the appeal.
Carried.

Planning and Zoning Administrator Holly Wallace stated Brianne & David Wolf, 203 18" Street
NW, are requesting a variance for a shed set back due do their property being on a corner lot and is
not in compliance with the City’s ordinances. The Planning Commission approved the request and
Ms. Wallace requested approval from the City Council.

Moved by Council Member Postma, seconded by Council Member Austin, approving the variance.
Carried.



Moved by Council Member Postma, seconded by Council Member Waller, adopting a resolution
accepting donations to the City of Austin. Carried 5-0.

Moved by Council Member Fischer, seconded by Council Member Helle, to grant the Planning and
Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or illegally stored vehicles at
813 8" Avenue SW, Bryan Property. Carried.

REPORTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

City Administrator Craig Clark stated a City, County, School Board meeting will be held on
Monday, April 14, 2025 at 4:30 pm and if Council has any agenda items, they would like to discuss
please let him know.

Library Director Julie Clinefelter relayed the library is getting a new integrated system. The last
update was in 2002. The current system is 22 years old. Ms. Clinefelter stated the week of April 28"
the library will be closed on Monday as they make sure staff is trained on the new system. The
library will resume normal hours on April 29" with limited accessibility to the system as they are
uploading the new software. If patrons have their library card, they can come on in on Tuesday and
Wednesday and check out books or materials from the library but there won’t be any holds and they
will not be able to do any requests. Nothing will be due and there will be no overdue books at this
time. Meeting rooms will still be available. They will try to get information as quickly and
efficiently as they can while they work on the update to the system.

Public Works Director Steven Lang stated the MS 4 stormwater annual meeting is scheduled for
Tuesday, April 29" at 4:00 PM in the Council Chambers and is open to the public.

Council Member Postma stated the Oakland Avenue project is getting ready and wanted citizens to
be aware of this. He relayed that Trish Harren, County Administrator, had announced she will be
stepping down from her position. He thanked her for all the work she has done for the County and
Austin. The City has had a great working relationship with the County and hopes the County will be
able to find someone to fill her shoes so they can keep that relationship going.

Council Member Helle relayed Wednesday, June 4th is Fourth Avenue Fest and will be located at
Horace Park, which is between the Library and the Municipal pool. Council Member Helle
encourages all to attend. She congratulated Lynn Thompson, who recently accepted the position of
Park Supervisor. Lynn had been serving as an interim in that position for many months. She also
thanked all involved in the process of interviewing candidates for the position.

Mayor King participated in the employee engagement Hoop Shoot, and he was able to make four
baskets in one minute. He thanked the Employee Wellness Committee for putting on this event as
there was a lot of participation and it is appreciated.

Mayor King read off the April Employee Anniversaries.

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council Member Helle, adjourning the
meeting to April 21, 2025. Carried.



Adjourned: 6:19 p.m.

Approved: April 21, 2025

Mayor:

City Recorder:




