
M I N U T E S 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

May 19, 2025 

5:30 PM 

Council Chambers 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor King. Council Members Paul Fischer, Rebecca Waller, Laura 

Helle, Michael Postma, Jason Baskin, and Council Member-at-Large 

Jeff Austin    

  

MEMBERS ABSENT:  

        

STAFF PRESENT: City Administrator Craig Clark, Director of Administrative Services 

Tom Dankert, Police Captain Todd Clennon, Fire Chief Jim McCoy, 

Public Works Director Steven Lang, Park and Rec Director Jason 

Sehon, Planning and Zoning Director Holly Wallace, Library Director 

Julie Clinefelter and City Clerk Brianne Wolf 

 

APPEARING IN PERSON: Austin Daily Herald, Veterans of Foreign Wars representative Scott 

Weichmann   

 

Mayor King called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m.  

 

Moved by Council Member Fischer, seconded by Council Member Waller, approving the agenda. 

Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Fischer, seconded by Council Member Baskin, approving Council 

minutes from May 5, 2025 & May 12, 2025 meetings.  Carried. 

 

Mayor King read a proclamation recognizing May 23rd and May 24th, 2025 as Buddy Poppy Days in 

Austin, MN. Veterans of Foreign Wars representative Scott Weichmann was in attendance and 

accepted the proclamation. He thanked Council for their support. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

 

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council Member Fischer, approving the 

consent agenda as follows: 

 

  Licenses: 

   Tree Service: Schwebach Tree Service, Sioux Center, IA 

   Mobile: Norseman Lobster LLC, New Richland, MN  

   Exempt Gambling (Bingo): Mower County Veterans Council on July 3 & 4, 

  2025 

   Outside Liquor Sales: Eagles on Wednesday from June 4 – September 3, 2025 

   Temporary Liquor: Pacelli Booster UCSF on June 20, 2025 

  Temporary Liquor: VFW Post 1216 on July 3 & 4, 2025 



  Claims: 

a. Pre-list of Bills 

b. Investment 

c. Financial 

d. Credit Card 

 

 Carried. 

 

PETITIONS AND REQUESTS 

 

Director of Administrative Services Tom Dankert stated at the last work session; Clifton Larson 

Allen presented the audit report to the Council. The audit presented a clean opinion, and Mr. Dankert 

requests Council approval.   

 

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council Member Postma, approving the 

2024 audit report.  Carried. 

 

Public Works Director Steven Lang stated the current thirty-year agreement with Hormel Foods to 

accept their wastewater is set to expire. They have not negotiated a new contract with Hormel and 

are not ready to bring it back to Council at this time. They would request a six-month extension, and 

the same terms would apply. 

 

Moved by Council Member Fischer, seconded by Council Member Waller, approving a six-month 

extension agreement with Hormel Foods for the acceptance of their wastewater.  Carried 5-0. 

(Council Member Baskin Abstaining) 

 

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council Member Fischer, declaring the 

structure hazardous at 104 3rd Avenue SE.  Carried 6-0. 

 

Moved by Council Member Fischer, seconded by Council Member Postma, declaring the structure 

hazardous at 808 9th Street SE.  Carried 6-0. 

 

Moved by Council Member Fischer, seconded by Council Member Helle, to grant the Planning and 

Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or illegally stored vehicles at 

1010 2nd Avenue SW, Dornink Property. Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Postma, seconded by Council Member Baskin, to grant the Planning and 

Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or illegally stored vehicles at 

307 2nd Street SE, Moctezuma Property. Carried. 

 

 

REPORTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

Library Director Julie Clinefelter distributed the 2024 summary report from the Library. She noted 

that in 2024, visits to the Library increased by 21%, and there was a 90% rise in room usage 

compared to 2023. Additionally, the number of cardholders increased by 940. 



Park and Recreation Director Jason Sehon announced that the pool will open two weeks from 

tomorrow. They are actively seeking lifeguards and will collaborate with the YMCA to facilitate a 

training session. Additionally, on June 7th, they will conduct a park tour, and he invited the Council 

to attend. 

 

Mayor King acknowledged last week was National Police Week, expressing gratitude to the officers 

who serve our communities. He also mentioned this week is National Public Works Week and 

recognized the various departments within the City that contribute to this important work. 

 

Council Member Fischer thanked all the department heads who contributed to the audit this past 

year. 

 

Council Member Helle expressed her gratitude to the Parenting Resource Center for their 

outstanding efforts in organizing the Taste of Nations event. She announced that the 4th Avenue Fest 

will take place on June 4th and invited the public to participate. Additionally, she mentioned that the 

Southeast Minnesota Arts Council will host a grant workshop on June 5th at the ArtWorks Center. 

 

Council Member-at-Large Austin attended the Library Board meeting and reported that the computer 

systems update went smoothly. He mentioned that the Library has received another grant for the 

Millie, the Mill Pond Monster project. This grant will cover expenses for signage, landings, and 

other related costs. Additionally, he announced that the summer reading program will begin on June 

2nd, featuring a foam party and food. 

 

Mayor King thanked Steven Lang and Holly Wallace for accompanying him on a recent field trip. 

He also thanked the Fire Department, Police, and EMTs for their swift response during a church 

service he attended this weekend. 

 

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council Member Helle, adjourning the 

meeting to June 2, 2025. Carried. 

 

Adjourned:    5:49 p.m.   

  

Approved:    June 2, 2025   

   

Mayor:       

 

City Recorder:       

 

 

 


