
A G E N D A  
CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

MONDAY, AUGUST 16, 2021 
5:30 P.M. 

COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
 
  Call to Order. 
 
  Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
  Roll Call. 
  
(mot) 1. Adoption of Agenda.  
 
(mot) 2.  Approving minutes from August 2, 2021 
 

3. Recognitions and Awards. 
  

(mot) 4. *Consent Agenda    
  Licenses: 
   Exempt Gambling (paddlewheels):  Austin Morning Lions Club on October 29, 2021 
   Right of Way:  JJD Companies, LLC, Blooming Prairie 
 
  Claims: 

a. Pre-list of bills 
b. Investment and Credit Card Report. 
c. Melissa Baldus, 2000 11th Avenue SW.  The matter has been forwarded to the City 

Attorney to protect the City’s interest.  
 
 PUBLIC HEARING: 
 

5. Public hearing to review the establishment of tax increment financing (redevelopment) district  
no. 16 and the proposed adoption of a tax increment financing plan. 

(res)  a.  Establishing tax increment financing (redevelopment) district no. 16 in municipal  
  development district no. 1 and adopting a tax increment financing plan therefor. 
(res)  b.  Authorizing an interfund loan for advance of certain costs in connection with tax  
  increment financing district no. 16 within municipal development district no. 1. 
   
  PETITIONS AND REQUESTS: 
 
(mot) 6. Approving 2021 Hormel Foundation grant rankings.   
 
(res) 7. Accepting a Minnesota Department of Education Construction grant.     
 
(res) 8. Accepting coronavirus local fiscal recovery funds established under the American Rescue Plan  
  Act. 
 
(res)  9. Accepting donations to the City of Austin. 
 
(mot) 10. Appointing Varinh Van Vugt to the Human Rights Commission, term expiring December 31,  
  2022. 
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11. Reviewing an annexation ordinance for City owned property in Lansing/Red Rock townships.
(mot) a. For preparation of the ordinance.
(ord) b. For adoption of the ordinance.

12. Reviewing an annexation ordinance for Austin Township property.
(mot) a. For preparation of the ordinance.
(ord) b. For adoption of the ordinance.

(res) 13. Granting deed restrictions on Todd Park for a DNR grant.

(res) 14. Accepting an airfield lighting grant for the Austin Municipal Airport.

(res) 15. Accepting an airport grant from the American Rescue Plan for the Austin Municipal Airport.

(res) 16. Approving engineering design services for the Cedar River siphons.

(res) 17. Approving engineering design services for the 21st Avenue NE project. Backup to follow.

(res) 18. Accepting a grant from International Paper for the Austin Fire Department.

(res) 19. Declaring the property at 709 Oakland Avenue West a hazardous structure.

20. Granting the Planning and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk
and/or illegally stored vehicles at the following locations:

(mot) a. 713 4th Avenue NE, Miller Property.
(mot) b. 1004 5th Street NW, Marquardt Property.
(mot) c. 1206 12th Street NW, Sheehan Property.

CITIZENS ADDRESSING THE COUNCIL 

HONORARY COUNCIL MEMBER COMMENTS 

REPORTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS: 
City Administrator 
City Council 

(mot) Adjourn to Tuesday, September 7, 2021 at 5:30 pm in the Council Chambers. 

*All items listed with an asterisk (*) are considered to be routine by the City Council and will be enacted by
one motion.  There will be no separate discussion of these items unless a council member or citizen so requests in 
which event the item will be removed from the general order of business and considered in its normal sequence on 
the agenda.  
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City of Austin 
500 Fourth Avenue N.E. 
Austin, Minnesota 55912-3773 

Planning & Zoning Department 
507-437-9950

Fax 507-437-7101 

Memorandum 

To: Mayor and City Council 

From:  Holly Wallace, Planning & Zoning Administrator 

Date:  August 11, 2021 

Re:   Annexation of City owned property 

Parcels owned by the city may be annexed by ordinance, without notice. This 
ordinance allows annexation of six parcels of city owned, tax exempt property. All of the 
parcels are located within, or adjacent to, city boundaries. The parcels are unimproved 
(one road) and the majority are part of the Hormel Nature Center. 

No payments will be made to the township based on the tax exempt status of the 
properties. The parcel South of the Windrift will be zoned R-O, Residential-Office and 
the remaining parcels A-1, Agricultural, Recreation, Conservation.   

A total of 78.7 and 10.33 acres will be annexed into the city from Lansing and Red 
Rock Townships respectively.

Reasons for Annexation
A. Provide Areas for Future Growth
Cities and developers initiate annexation in order to provide areas for future growth and
development.
B. Promote Proper Development Through Planning
The City’s Comprehensive Plan and Land Use Regulations provide for a uniform,
systematic method for development that preserves open space, the environment and
property rights.
C. Assertion of Zoning or Other Regulatory Control
Annexation brings territory into the full regulatory authority of a City. While state
statutes provide cities with limited extraterritorial regulatory authority, annexation into a
City allows application of full land use controls, building codes, nuisance regulations
and development standards.
D. Promote Municipal Services
Provide for the extension of municipal services to areas in the process of being
developed for intensive uses such as residential, commercial, industrial, institutional,
and government purposes or are needed for such purposes already in existence.
E. Promote Extension of Municipal Utilities
Municipal water and wastewater utilities promote safe environmental practices and
provide for protection of the water supply.
F. Promote Fair Distribution of Property Tax
Township residents use City services (library, police, parks, etc.) but typically pay less
in local property taxes (excluding County and School taxes) than City residents.
Annexation increases the City’s tax base and spreads out the costs for municipal
services. In turn, annexation sustains the vitality of the community by providing a critical
mix of services for its residents and businesses.
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ORDINANCE NO. _____________ 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF AUSTIN, MINNESOTA, ANNEXING 
PROPERTY LOCATED IN LANSING AND RED ROCK TOWNSHIPS, MOWER 

COUNTY, MINNESOTA, PURSUANT TO MINNESOTA STATUTES 414.033, SUBD. 
2(1), PERMITTING ANNEXATION BY ORDINANCE. 

WHEREAS, said properties are unincorporated and abut the City of Austin on its Northern boundary or 
are wholly within the city; and are owned by the City of Austin; and  

WHEREAS, the City of Austin was not required to hold a public hearing pursuant to Minnesota Statutes § 
414.033, Subd. 2b, as the land is owned by the city, nor was written notice required to be mailed to the 
Townships of Lansing and Red Rock; and  

WHEREAS, the city council reviewed the annexation;  

NOW THEREFORE, the city council of the City of Austin hereby ordains as follows: 

1. The city council hereby determines that the property as hereinafter described abuts the City
limits and is urban or suburban in nature or about to become so and said land is currently owned by the
City of Austin.

2. None of the property is now included within the limits of any city, or in any area that has already
been designated for orderly annexation pursuant to Minnesota Statutes §414.0325.

3. The corporate limits of the City of Austin, Minnesota, are hereby extended to include the
following described property, said land abutting the City of Austin and already owned by said City of
Austin and it being necessary and appropriate that the same be annexed within the corporate limits of
said City of Austin, Minnesota, described as follows:

Parcel A (08.026.0110) – 5.3 Acres, Lansing Township, Exempt 

All that part of the Southeast Quarter of the Southwest Quarter of Section 26, in Township 103, Range 
18, lying east of the right of way of the Chicago, Milwaukee, and St. Paul Railway, Mower County, 
Minnesota, excepting therefrom all that part thereof lying East of the West right of way line of County 
State Aid Highway No. 16 (CSAH 16), and further excepting therefrom all that part thereof included 
within the following described tract of land, to wit:  

Beginning at the S.E. corner of the S.W. 1/4 of Section 26 Twp. 103 N. Range 18 W. Mower County, 
Minnesota; thence west along the south line of the S.W. 1/4 of said Section 26, 231.4 feet to the east 
right of way line of the C.M. St. P.&P.R.R. thence north along the east right of way line of said R.R. 395.8 
feet; thence S.84 23' E. 237.35 feet to the east line of the S.W. 1/4 of said Section 26; thence south 
370.5 feet to the place of beginning. 



Parcel B (08.036.0016) - 62.4 Acres, Lansing Township, Exempt 

The Northeast Quarter of Section 36, Township 103 North, Range 18 West, subject to all easements and 
reservations of record, and excepting therefrom the following described parcel: 

Commencing at the Southwest corner of the Northeast Quarter of Section 36, Township 103 North, 
Range 18 West; thence Easterly 1558.5 feet on the South line of said Quarter Section;  thence North on 
a line parallel with the West line of said Northeast Quarter to the North line of said Northeast 
Quarter;  thence West along the North line of said Northeast Quarter to the Northwest corner 
thereof;  thence South along the West line of the Northeast Quarter to the point of beginning. 

AND 

The South 49.5 feet of the West 1558.5 feet of the Northeast Quarter of Section 36, Township 103 
North, Range 18 West, Mower County, Minnesota.  

Parcel C (08.036.0010) – 11.0, Lansing Township, Exempt 

All that part of the South Half of the Northeast Quarter of Section 36, Township 103 North, Range 18 
West, Mower County, Minnesota described as follows: 

Commencing at the Southwest corner of said Northeast Quarter of Section 36; thence North 00 degrees 
16 minutes 22 seconds East a distance of 49.50 feet, on an assumed bearing on the West line of said 
Northeast Quarter of Section 36, to the point of beginning;  thence South 89 degrees 45 minutes 17 
seconds East a distance of 1558.47 feet, on a line 49.5 feet North of and parallel with the South line of 
said Northeast Quarter of Section 36;  thence North 00 degrees 14 minutes 43 seconds East a distance 
of 308.50 feet;  thence North 89 degrees 45 minutes 17 seconds West a distance of 1558.33 feet, on a 
line parallel with and 358.00 feet North of the South line of the Northeast Quarter, to a point on the 
West line thereof;  thence South 00 degrees 16 minutes 22 seconds West a distance of 308.50 feet, on 
the West line of said Northeast Quarter of Section 36, to the point of beginning. 

Parcel D (16.040.0010) – 0.53 Acres, Red Rock, Exempt  

and Parcel E (16.040.0011) – 1.10 Acres, Red Rock, Exempt 

Outlot L, Outlot 1A, Outlot E, and that portion of Outlot C lying North of the extended Southeasterly line 
of Outlot E in Auditor’s Plat of Outlots in the West Half of West Half of Section 31, Township 103 North, 
Range 17 West, and the East Half of the East Half of the Southeast Quarter of Section 36, Township 103 
North, Range 18 West, Mower County, Minnesota, recorded in Book 8 of Plats, page 3 in the office of 
the County Recorder of said County. 

Parcel F (16.031.0155) – 8.7 Acres, Red Rock, Exempt 

All that part of the NW¼ Section 31-T103N-R17W, Mower County, Minnesota; described as follows: 

Commencing at the northeast corner of the NW¼ of said Section 31; thence South 89° 16'49" West a 
distance of 1980.00 feet, on an assumed bearing on the north line of said NW ¼; thence South 00°52'40" 
East a distance of 1623.14 feet, parallel with the east line of said NW¼ to the point of beginning; 



thence South 00°52' 40" East a distance of 512.81 feet, on a line parallel with the east line of said NW¼; 

thence North 55°23'22" East a distance of 173.55 feet; 

thence North 18°27'36" East a distance of 155.97 feet; 

thence North 58°47'32" East a distance of 211.25 feet; 

thence North 70°04'51" East a distance of 248.34 feet; 

thence North 02°28'50" West a distance of 104.88 feet; 

thence South 86°56' 14" West a distance of 610.57 feet to the point of beginning. 

And also 

Tract A: All that part of the Northwest Quarter, Section 31, Township 103 North, Range 17 West, Mower 
County, Minnesota; described as follows: 

Commencing at the northeast corner of the Northwest Quarter of said Section 31; thence South 
89°16'49" West a distance of 1980.00 feet, on an assumed bearing on the north line of said Northwest 
Quarter; thence South 00°52'40" East a distance of 1262.96 feet, parallel with the east line of said 
Northwest Quarter, to a point 1391.50 feet north of the south line of said Northwest Quarter, measured 
along a continuation of the previously described line, said point being the point of beginning; thence 
South 00°52'40" East a distance of 360.18 feet, on a line parallel with the east line of said Northwest 
Quarter; thence North 86°56'14" East a distance of 610.57 feet; thence North 02°28'50" West a distance 
of 359.94 feet; thence South 86°56'14" West a distance of 600.50 feet, to the point of beginning. 

A copy of the corporate boundary map showing the parcels to be annexed and their relationship to the 
corporate boundaries of the City of Austin is attached hereto as Exhibit A.  

4. That the area legally described herein is vacant and will not affect the population of the City at this
time. The area to be annexed includes 78.7 acres in Lansing Township and 10.33 acres in Red Rock
Township.

5. Parcel A is hereby classified as R-O, Multi-Family Residential-Office District. Parcels B through F are
hereby classified as A-1, Agricultural, Recreation and Conservation District. The future land use and
official zoning maps shall be amended to display the annexed area and zoning classification.

6. The City of Austin will make no cash payment to Red Rock or Lansing Township pursuant to
Minnesota Statues§ 414.036, since the land being annexed is City owned and tax exempt.

7. That pursuant to Minnesota Statutes § 414.036, there are no special assessments assigned by the
town to the annexed property.

8. That the City Clerk-Treasurer of the City of Austin is hereby authorized and directed to file a copy of
this ordinance with the Municipal Boundary Adjustment Unit of the Office of the Administrative
Hearings, the Minnesota Secretary of State, the Mower County Auditor, Mower County Recorder and
the Lansing and Red Rock Township Clerks.



9. That this ordinance shall be in full force and effect and final upon the dates this ordinance is approved
by the Office of Administrative Hearings.

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of Austin, Minnesota , this ______day of 
_________________, 2021. 

ATTEST:  APPROVED: 

City Recorder Mayor 



F

E

D

B

C

Exhibit "A"

A

F



City of Austin 
500 Fourth Avenue N.E. 
Austin, Minnesota 55912-3773 

Planning & Zoning Department 
507-437-9950 

Fax 507-437-7101 

Memorandum 

To: Mayor and City Council 

From:  Holly Wallace, Planning & Zoning Administrator 

Date:  August 11, 2021 

Re:   Annexation Request – Richardson Property 

Don Richardson owns a property at 2511 4th Dr SW, which he has petitioned for 
annexation. Richardson received a letter from Mower County regarding a failing septic 
system and requiring that he connect to sanitary sewer. The City of Austin has sanitary 
sewer available for connection to this property.  

Typically orderly annexation is pursued through a joint agreement with the township in 
which the property is located. However, in this instance, because the Richardson 
property is adjacent to the city boundary and less than 120 acres, it may be annexed by 
ordinance without approval by the township.  

ITEM NO. 12



ORDINANCE NO._________ 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF AUSTIN, MINNESOTA ANNEXING 
LAND LOCATED IN AUSTIN TOWNSHIP, MOWER COUNTY, MINNESOTA 

PURSUANT TO MINNESOTA STATUTES § 414.033 SUBDIVISION 2(3), 
PERMITTING ANNEXATION BY ORDINANCE 

WHEREAS, a petition signed by all the property owners, requesting that property legally 
described (herein or attached exhibit) be annexed to the City of Austin, Minnesota, was duly 
presented to the Council of the City of Austin on the 16th day of August, 2021; and 

WHEREAS, said property is unincorporated and abuts the City of Austin on its South boundary; 
is less than 120 acres; is not presently served by public sewer facilities or public sewer facilities 
are not otherwise available; and 

WHEREAS, said property is not located within a flood plain or shoreland area; and 

WHEREAS, said property is currently residential and annexation will facilitate connection to 
city sewer; and  

WHEREAS, the City of Austin held a public hearing pursuant to Minnesota Statutes § 414.033 
Subd. 2b, on August 16, 2021, following thirty (30) days written notice by certified mail to the 
Town of Austin and to all landowners within and contiguous to the area legally described (herein 
or attached exhibit), to be annexed; and 

WHEREAS, provisions of Minnesota Statutes § 414.033 Subd. 13 are not applicable in that 
there will be no change in the electric utility service provider resulting from the annexation of the 
territory to the municipality.  

NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF AUSTIN HEREBY 
ORDAINS AS FOLLOWS: 

1. The City Council hereby determines that the property as hereinafter described abuts the city
limits and is or is about to become urban or suburban in nature. The current use is residential,
which requires or will need city services, including public sewer facilities.
.

2. None of the property is now included within the limits of any city, or in any area that has
already been designated for orderly annexation pursuant to Minnesota Statute § 414.0325.
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3. The corporate limits of the City of Austin, Minnesota, are hereby extended to include the
following described property, said land abutting the City of Austin and being 120 acres or less in
area, and is not presently served by public sewer facilities or public sewer facilities are not
otherwise available, and the City having received a petition for annexation from all the property
owners of the land, to wit:

Commencing at a point 293.5 feet North of the Southwest corner of Out Lot 2 in Plat of Out 
Lots in Section 15, Township of 102 North. Range 18 West, thence North along the West side 
of said Out Lot 2, 155 feet, thence running East Parallel with the South line of Out Lot 2 to 
the center of the river, thence South along the center of the river to a point directly East of the 
place of beginning, thence West parallel with the South line of said Out Lot 2 to the place of 
beginning. 

The above-described property consists of a total of 1.5 acres, more or less.  Copies of the 
corporate boundary map showing the property to be annexed and its relationship to the corporate 
boundaries and all appropriate plat maps are as attached. 

4. That the population of the area legally described  (herein or attached exhibit) and hereby
annexed is one.

5. The City of Austin, pursuant to Minnesota Statutes § 414.036, that with respect to the
property taxes payable on the area legally described (herein or attached exhibit), hereby annexed,
shall pay the Town of Austin as follows:

The Township share of property taxes as of the date of this ordinance is $144.54,  which 
it shall retain for 2021. The City shall provide reimbursement to include 50% of that 
share (72.27) in 2022 and 50% of that share (72.27) in 2023, which shall be the final 
year of such reimbursement.  

6. That pursuant to Minnesota Statutes § 414.036 with respect to any special assessments
assigned by the Town to the annexed property and any portion of debt incurred by the Town
prior to the annexation and attributable to the property to be annexed, but for which no special
assessments are outstanding, for the area legally described (herein or attached exhibit) there are
no known special assessments or debt incurred by the Town on the subject are for which
reimbursement is required. If any special assessments or debt are incurred by the Town on the
subject area, the amounts shall be provided to the City within 90 days following the effective
date of this ordinance and shall be paid to the Town in equal installments in 2022 and 2023.

7. That the City Clerk of the City of Austin is hereby authorized and directed to file a copy of
this Ordinance with the Municipal Boundary Adjustment Unit of the Office of Administrative
Hearings, the Minnesota Secretary of State, the Mower County Auditor, and the Austin
Township Clerk.



8. The real estate described shall be zoned “R-1” Residential District. This zoning designation is
consistent with the city’s comprehensive land use plan and future land use map.

9. That this Ordinance shall be in full force and effect and final upon the date this Ordinance is
approved by the Office of Administrative Hearings.

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of Austin, Minnesota , this 
______day of _________________, 20___. 

ATTEST: APPROVED: 

City Recorder Mayor 
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