
A G E N D A  
CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 20, 2021 
5:30 P.M. 

COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
 
  Call to Order. 
 
  Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
  Roll Call. 
  
(mot) 1. Adoption of Agenda.  
 
(mot) 2.  Approving minutes from September 7, 2021 
 

3. Recognitions and Awards. 
2022 Austin Art Festival art purchase award, Artist Tonja Ihlenfeldt – Bonnie Rietz,  
Laura Helle, Mary Anne Wolesky  
Library Purchase Award from Jeanne and Jim Sheehan 
  

(mot) 4. *Consent Agenda    
  Licenses: 
   Mobile Business:  Just Take the Cake Too, LLC, 25201 880th Avenue 
   Temporary Liquor:  Austin Area Commission for the Arts on October 1 & 2, 2021 
   Tree Service:  Adam B. Meyer Construction, 2907 17th Street SE 
  
  Claims: 

a. Pre-list of bills 
b. Investment Report 

 
 BID OPENING 
 
            5. Receiving bids for residential building demolition. 
(res)  a.  Awarding bid. 
  
 PUBLIC HEARINGS: 
 

6. Reviewing a five-year tax abatement request from Bigelow and Lennon Construction. 
(res)  a.  Approve or deny tax abatement. 
 

7. Reviewing a five-year tax abatement request from Justin O’Donnell. 
(res)  a.  Approve or deny tax abatement. 
   
  PETITIONS AND REQUESTS: 
 
(res) 8. Setting the proposed tax levy and budget for 2022. 
 
(mot) 9. Removing a stop sign at 1st Avenue & 2nd Street SE.  
 
(res) 10. Approving a fiscal sponsorship agreement for the Community Band. 
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(res) 11. Accepting donations to the City of Austin. 
 
(res) 12. Accepting the donation of a decorative clock and authorizing its installation at City Hall. 
 
(res) 13. Authorizing an amendment to a contract with SEH for the design of the Waste Water  
  Treatment Plant. 
 
(res) 14. Authorizing a minor subdivision request from Bruce and Anita Baudler. 
 
 15. Reviewing a solar variance request from William Starman. 
(mot)   a.  Approve or deny variance. 
 
(res) 16. Declaring the property at 1006 5th Avenue NE as hazardous structure. 
 
 17. Granting the Planning and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk 

 and/or illegally stored vehicles at the following location: 
(mot)   a.  1405 28th Avenue NE, Advanced Building Property. 
(mot)   b.  1802 3rd Street NE, Andree Property. 
(mot)   c.  501 13th Avenue SW, Enfield Property. 
(mot)   d.  909 3rd Avenue NW, Greene Property. 
(mot)   e.  1921 Oakland Avenue East, Ruble Property. 
 
  CITIZENS ADDRESSING THE COUNCIL 
 
  REPORTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS: 

City Administrator 
City Council 

 
(mot)  Adjourn to Monday, October 4, 2021 at 5:30 pm in the Council Chambers.  
 
                       *All items listed with an asterisk (*) are considered to be routine by the City Council and will be enacted by 

one motion.  There will be no separate discussion of these items unless a council member or citizen so requests in 
which event the item will be removed from the general order of business and considered in its normal sequence on 
the agenda.  
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City of Austin
500 Fourth Avenue N.E.

Austin, Minnesota 55912-3773

Steven J. Lang, P.E.
City Engr./Public Works Dir.

507-437-9949
Fax 507-437-7101

slang@ci.austin.mn.us

Memorandum
To: Mayor & Council

From: Steven J. Lang, P.E.

Date: September 1, 2021

Subject: Stop Sign Removal, 1st Avenue & 2nd Street SE

As part of the recent street reconstruction project on 1st Avenue & 1st Street SE, we have 
reviewed the existing roadway signage and determined that the westbound 1st Avenue stop 
sign at 2nd Street is not necessary. The 1st Avenue & 2nd Street SE intersection is currently a
3-way stop condition, with eastbound 1st Avenue having the right of way. We believe that
making this a 2-way stop for north and south bound 2nd Street traffic would be sufficient.
This would be more standard intersection control recognized by the traveling public.

Crash data shows 5 vehicles accidents over the past 10 years. None of them were related to 
the westbound stop sign on 1st Avenue. 4 of the 5 accidents are detailed on page 2 of the 
memo.

It is often difficult to remove stop signs once they have been installed. In this case the 
roadway was recently reopened following reconstruction and drivers are again reacquainting
themselves with the roadway signage. It is as good a time as possible to make changes to the 
roadway signage. It is likely that traffic patterns have changed since there was previously a 
need for this westbound stop condition. Based on the information that we have collected; we 
do not believe there is a need for this westbound stop sign and would recommend removal. If 
you have any questions, please let me know.
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