
A G E N D A  
CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

MONDAY, OCTOBER 18, 2021 
5:30 P.M. 

COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
 
  Call to Order. 
 
  Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
  Roll Call. 
  
(mot) 1. Adoption of Agenda.  
 
(mot) 2.  Approving minutes from October 4, 2021 and October 11, 2021 
 

3. Recognitions and Awards. 
  

(mot) 4. *Consent Agenda    
  Licenses: 
   Right of Way:  Carl Bolander & Sons, LLC, St. Paul 
 
  Claims: 

a. Pre-list of bills 
b. Investment Report. 

 
 Event Applications:   
  2022 Farmers Market Place events   
 
  PUBLIC HEARINGS:   
 
 5.   Reviewing a tax abatement application from Chad and Frances Sonnek. 
(res)   a.  Approval or denial of abatement. 

 
  PETITIONS AND REQUESTS: 
 
(mot) 6. Approving the advanced contract for the purchase of a fire apparatus in 2022. 
 
(res) 7.   Approving an assessment deferral for Melissa M. Weis.   
 
(res) 8. Accepting donations to the City of Austin.   
 
(mot)  9. Approving 2022 stormwater utility rates. 
 
(res) 10. Approving a contract for FAA lighting inspection at the Airport. 
 
 11. Reviewing a rezoning ordinance for the Baudler property. 
(mot)   a.  Adopting findings on the matter. 
(mot)   b.  For preparation of the ordinance.  (if approved) 
(ord)   c.  For adoption and publication of the ordinance.  (if approved) 
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 12. Reviewing a parking and height variance requests for the Mill on Main. 
(mot)   a.  Approve or deny parking variance request. 
(mot)   b.  Approve or deny height variance request. 
 
 13. Reviewing an accessory structure variance request for Nicholas Yerhart. 
(mot)   a.  Approve or deny variance request. 
 
(res) 14. Declaring the garage at 611 13th Street NE a hazardous structure. 
 
(mot) 15. Granting the Planning and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk 

 and/or illegally stored vehicles at 1605 12th Street SW, Rivera Property. 
 
  CITIZENS ADDRESSING THE COUNCIL 
 
  HONORARY COUNCIL MEMBER COMMENTS 
 
  REPORTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS: 

City Administrator 
City Council 

 
(mot)  Adjourn to Monday, November 1, 2021 at 5:30 pm in the Council Chambers.  
 
                       *All items listed with an asterisk (*) are considered to be routine by the City Council and will be enacted by 

one motion.  There will be no separate discussion of these items unless a council member or citizen so requests in 
which event the item will be removed from the general order of business and considered in its normal sequence on 
the agenda.  
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City of Austin 
500 Fourth Avenue N.E. 

Austin, Minnesota 55912-3773 

Holly Wallace 
Planning & Zoning Administrator 
507-437-9952 /  Fax 507-437-7101

Cellular 1-507-438-2380
Email:  hollyw@ci.austin.mn.us 

Memorandum 
To: Mayor & City Council 

From: Austin Planning Commission 

Subject: Recommendation for Rezoning Request Petitioned by Charlie Fawver o/b/o 
Bruce Baudler 

 Date: October 14, 2021 

During the October 12, 2014, meeting of the Austin Planning Commission, the 
commission reviewed a request to rezone property from Bruce Baudler. 

Said property is legally described as follows: See proposed ordinance, Exhibit A. 

The petitioner split an existing parcel into Parcel A and Parcel B.  The petitioner is 
requesting to rezone Parcel A to “R-O”, multi-family/office and Parcel B to “B-2” 
Community Business and to amend the Future Land Use plan from Low Density 
Residential to Mixed Use, which reflects the existing conditions in the area. This action 
has been requested to facilitate development of both parcels. The property currently has 
a vacant residential dwelling (which is likely substandard due to several years of 
vacancy) and is zoned “R-1” single family residential. The surrounding uses are 
commercial to the North and West and residential to the South and East.  

The Planning Commission with 8 members present recommends denial of the rezoning 
of Parcel A by the following vote: 

 8 Ayes   0 Nays   

And denial of the rezoning of Parcel B by the same: 

8 Ayes   0 Nays  

This rezoning action is taken by ordinance, for approval of this request the vote 
must be a unanimous approval for the first reading of the ordinance.  If this fails, 
to obtain an approval the second reading of the ordinance shall be by 2/3rd’s vote 
in accordance to MN Statute 462.357, Subd.2 

ITEM NO. 11
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Planning Commission recommended denial of the rezone based on concerns that the 
rezone would allow uses, including those proposed, that would increase traffic, which 
would in turn negatively impact the health, safety and welfare of the residents. 

Meeting Summary: 

Backup materials were reviewed by the Planning and Zoning administrator, identifying 
the parties, property involved and uses allowed in the proposed zoning districts. 
Considerations that may be weighed in making a decision to rezone were also reviewed 
(See end of memo).  

The petitioner’s representative, Charlie Fawver spoke about future development 
opportunities with the change to R-O on Parcel A. Rob Steffes, Scooter’s Coffee, spoke 
about opportunities and plans for a store on Parcel B pending a change to B-2.  

Parcel B –  
Steffes proposes to add a Scooter’s Coffee kiosk (600 sq. ft.), drive through only. Hours 
of operation from 6AM to 7:30PM. Approx. 15 employees, food and coffee available. 
Aesthetics of the location are important as well as relationship with neighbors.  

Prefers this location due to “rooftops” (homes) to the South and existing retail and 
interstate to the West and North. Good traffic counts and travel corridor to other retail 
areas. Good opportunity to redevelop for the community/remove vacant house, which 
would otherwise likely be demolished as substandard by the city. 

Ingress/egress agreement with city to control traffic into the lot. Anticipates 75-80% of 
traffic to be local and some from adjacent interstate. Asserts that the proposal creates a 
transitional space that is more marketable than single family homes and limits a large 
fully developed retail space. 

Parcel A –  
Fawver proposes “maybe” a small office, approx. 2,000 sq. ft. and possibly 6 
townhomes, operated as a CIC (condo like community). Fawver asserts that this is a 
“soft” development, less intensive use that retains residential. And that Scooter’s Coffee 
is small and part of the transition/buffer between the residential homes to the South and 
more intensive commercial uses to the North and West. 

Residents - 
55 properties were noticed regarding the proposed rezone. Approximately 16 people 
appeared at the meeting, with about 10 properties represented. These individuals 
primarily reside on 4th St NW, 3rd St NW, and 2nd ST NW. Their comments were 
overhwhelmingly concerned with traffic on 4th St NW. That 4th Street has heavy traffic 
that impacts their ability to access 4th St from their homes, that existing businesses 
create too much traffic and this business would create additional traffic, that the new 
apartment downtown will increase traffic on 4th as well, and that the development will 
decrease their property values. 



Considerations: 
1. Consistency of the proposed zoning with the goals, policies and Future Land Use Map of
the Comprehensive Plan.
2. The compatibility of the site with the uses permitted in the proposed zoning district.
3. The compatibility of all the potential uses allowed in the proposed zoning district with the
surrounding uses and zoning in terms of land suitability, impacts on the environment, density,
nature of use, traffic impacts, aesthetics, infrastructure and potential influence on property
values.
4. The capacity of existing infrastructure and services sufficient to accommodate the uses
permitted in the requested district without compromising the “health, safety and welfare” of the
residents.
5. Whether the uses permitted in the proposed zoning district will cause detrimental
environmental impacts, including, but not limited to, excessive storm water runoff, water
pollution, air pollution, noise pollution, excessive nighttime lighting or other environmental harm.
6. The boundaries of the requested zoning district are sufficient to meet the dimensional
regulations for the proposed zoning district.
7. The ability of the applicant to satisfy any requirement (e.g., site plan, etc.) applicable to
the specific use imposed pursuant to zoning and land use regulation.























































City of Austin 
500 Fourth Avenue N.E. 

Austin, Minnesota 55912-3773 

Planning & Zoning Department 
507-437-9950 

Fax 507-437-7101 

Memorandum 
To: Mayor and City Council 

From: Holly Wallace, Planning and Zoning Administrator 

Date: October 13, 2021 

Re: Off-Street Parking Appeal Submitted by Mill on Main, LLC 

At the October 12, 2021 Planning Commission meeting, the petitioner requested approval of 
153 parking stalls for a new 92 unit apartment project, Mill on Main, at the former YMCA site at 
704 1st Dr NW. City Code Section 11.70 H(2), requires 207 spaces. 

The petitioner proposes 1.66 spaces per dwelling unit. The city zoning code requires 2.25. 
The petitioner detailed the units and bedrooms per unit. More studio and one bedroom 
apartments support a lower number of parking stalls than required by city ordinance.

Section 11.70, Subd. 5: 

All parking requirements are open to appeal to the Planning Commission and Board of 
Adjustment and Appeals.  

REQUIRED OFF-STREET PARKING 207 spaces 

Parking Proposed:  153 spaces (74% of required parking) 

The planning commission with 8 members present found:

1. The variance is in harmony with the general purposes and
intent of the zoning code.

2. The variance is consistent with the comprehensive plan.
3. The applicant has established that there are practical

difficulties in complying with the provision and that the property
owner proposes to use the property in a reasonable manner
not permitted by the provision.

ITEM NO. 12



City of Austin 
500 Fourth Avenue N.E. 

Austin, Minnesota 55912-3773 

Planning & Zoning Department 
507-437-9950 

Fax 507-437-7101 

Memorandum 
To: 

From: 

Re: 

Date: 

Mayor and City Council 

Austin Planning Commission 

Request for Height Variance, submitted by Mill on Main, LLC 

October 13, 2021 

At the October 12, 2021, meeting of the Austin Planning Commission,  
Mill on Main, LLC, requested a variance from City Code Section 11.41, Subd. 5(D)(7) 
limiting the maximum height in a B-2 district to three stories or 45 feet. 

The project proposes a five-story building including a partially buried lower-level parking 
garage that walks out to the east. The proposed height is 45’ from the first-floor (west)  
and 55’-8” from the lower-level (east). 

The neighboring R-2 Districts to the West and North, would allow a height up to 80 feet 
for a similar size lot. The lot is approximately 2 acres. Properties in close proximity  
include The Cedars, Pickett Place and Austin Lane Condos, between 4 and 8 stories. 

The Planning Commission, based on the information presented, found that: 
The variance is in harmony with the general purposes and intent of the zoning code.  
The variance is consistent with the comprehensive plan.  
The applicant has established that there are practical difficulties in complying with the 
provision and that the property owner proposes to use the property in a reasonable 
manner not permitted by the provision.   

After review, the Planning Commission, with eight members present, recommended 
granting the variance by the following vote: 

Ayes –   8 Nays – 0 





































City of Austin 
500 Fourth Avenue N.E. 

Austin, Minnesota 55912-3773 

Planning & Zoning Department 
507-437-9950 

Fax 507-437-7101 

Memorandum 
To: Mayor and City Council 

From: Austin Planning Commission 

Re: Recommendation for Variance Requested by: 
Nicholas Yerhart 
4006 Oakland Ave W 
Austin MN 55912 

Date: October 14, 2021 

At the October 12, 2021 meeting of the Austin Planning Commission, the Commission 
reviewed a request from Nicholas Yerhart for a variance from the requirements of Austin 
City Code Section 11.01, subd. 1, regulating square footage of accessory structures.  

The allowed square footage for lots over one acre is 1,584 sq. ft. The petitioner  
has requested an 800 square foot variance from City Code Section 11.01,(1) limiting the 
total aggregate area of all “accessory structures” to 1584 sq. ft. for parcels exceeding  
one acre.  This variance request is for the construction of a 2400 sq. ft. shed in addition  
to an existing shed. 

The property in question is approximately 3.4 acres, an unusually large parcel.  With this 
proposed 2400 sq. ft. addition, the total lot coverage with structures would be  
approximately 4% (40% lot coverage is the maximum allowed). 

After review, the Planning Commission, with eight members present, recommended 
approving the variance by the following vote: 

Ayes –   8  Nays – 0 

The Planning Commission made the following findings regarding this request: 

1. The requested variance is in harmony with the general purposes and intent of the
zoning ordinance.

2. The variance, if granted, would not alter the essential character of the locality in
which the property is situated.

3. There are circumstances unique to the property not created by the landowner.
4. The landowner intends to use the land in a reasonable manner not permitted by

the ordinance.
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