
A G E N D A  
CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 6, 2021 
5:30 P.M. 

COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

Call to Order. 

Pledge of Allegiance. 

Roll Call. 

(mot) 1. Adoption of Agenda.  

(mot) 2. Approving minutes from November 15, 2021 and November 22, 2021 

3. Recognitions and Awards.

(mot) 4. *Consent Agenda
Licenses:

Cab Driver:  Michael Skurdahl, 200 25th Street SW, #107 
Exempt Gambling (raffle):  Whitetails Unlimited Southern MN Chapter at the 

Holiday Inn on January 8, 2022 

Claims: 
a. Pre-list of bills
b. Financial and Credit Card Report.
c. Bonnie Wiste, 2101 Burr Oak Drive, Unit B.  The matter has been forwarded to the

City Attorney to protect the City’s interest.

Reappointments to Boards and Commissions: 
Ron Felten to the Fire Civil Service Committee, term expiring 12/31/2024 
Jerry McCarthy to the HRA Board, term expiring 12/31/2026   
Miguel Garate to the Human Rights Commission, term expiring 12/31/2024 
Lia Culbert to the Human Rights Commission, term expiring 12/31/2024 
An Le to the Human Rights Commission, term expiring 12/31/2024 
Nitaya Jandragholica to the Library Board, term expiring 12/31/2024 
Shannon Lysne to the Library Board, term expiring 12/31/2024 
Helen Jahr to the Park and Recreation Board, term expiring 12/31/2025 
Randy Forster to the Pillars of the City Board, term expiring 12/31/2024 
Mike Ankeny to the Pillars of the City Board, term expiring 12/31/2024 
Rita Srock to the Planning Commission, term expiring 12/31/2025 
Jay Lutz to the Planning Commission, term expiring 12/31/2025 
Laura Ramirez to the Police Civil Service Committee, term expiring 12/31/2024 
Chuck Moline to the Port Authority, term expiring 12/31/2027 
Elizabeth Leyk to the Culture and Arts Commission, term expiring 12/31/2024 
Miranda Moen to the Culture and Arts Commission, term expiring 12/31/2024 
Amy Thuesen to the Culture and Arts Commission, term expiring 12/31/2024 
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 New Appointments to Boards and Commissions: 
 Joe Fuhrman to the HRA Board, term expiring 12/31/2026 
 Kristi Beckmann to the Library Board, term expiring 12/31/2024 
 Taggert Medgaarden to the Pillars of the City board, term expiring 12/31/2024 
   
  PUBLIC HEARINGS:   
 
 5.   Reviewing the renewal of a currency exchange license for Tienda y Taqueria Guerrero. 
(res)   a.  Approving 2022 currency exchange license. 

 
  PETITIONS AND REQUESTS: 
 
(res) 6. Establishing license and miscellaneous operational fees for 2022. 
 
(res) 7.   Accepting 2022 Hormel Foundation Grants. 
 
(res) 8. Accepting donations to the City of Austin. 
 
(res) 9. Accepting additional American Rescue Plan Act funds. 
 
(res) 10. Approving an agreement with Discover Austin. 
 
(res)  11. Designating 2022 Municipal State Aid Streets. 
 
(res) 12. Approving a bench rental agreement with United States Bench Corporation.   
 
(res) 13. Requesting feasibility reports for 2022 street construction projects. 
 
(res) 14. Approving a Community Flood Risk grant extension. 
 
(res) 15. Setting 2022 seasonal, temporary and part-time wage rates. 
 
(res) 16. Establishing deed restrictions for Todd Park. 
 
 17. Reviewing a lot combination requested by Mark Lang. 
(res)   a.  Review or deny lot combination. 
  
(mot) 18. Granting the Planning and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk 

 and/or illegally stored vehicles at 107 2nd Street SE, Torres Property. 
 
  CITIZENS ADDRESSING THE COUNCIL 
 
  HONORARY COUNCIL MEMBER COMMENTS 
 
  REPORTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS: 

City Administrator 
City Council 
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(mot)  Adjourn to Monday, December 20, 2021 at 5:30 pm in the Council Chambers.  
 
                       *All items listed with an asterisk (*) are considered to be routine by the City Council and will be enacted by one motion.  

There will be no separate discussion of these items unless a council member or citizen so requests in which event the item 
will be removed from the general order of business and considered in its normal sequence on the agenda.  
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City of Austin 
500 Fourth Avenue N.E. 

Austin, Minnesota 55912-3773 

Steven J. Lang, P.E. 
City Engineer/P.W. Director 

507-437-9950
Fax 507-437-7101 

slang@ci.austin.mn.us 

Memorandum 
To: Mayor & Council 

From: Mitch Wenum, PE 

Date: November 15, 2021 

Subject: Municipal State Aid Street Revisions 

The Municipal State Aid Street (MSAS) system allows cities with a population greater than 5,000 
people to designate up to 20% of their local road miles to the MSAS system.  MnDOT then 
allocates funding to the cities based on population and the designated MSAS mileage.  The City 
of Austin currently receives approximately $1,485,000 in State Aid funding each year. 

Every year we must certify to MnDOT the mileage of each road types within the city limits. In 
the past we have taken the previous year’s certification and added or subtracted roads based on 
what had taken place that year on construction projects, developments, annexations, etc. 

In 2019 we began to implement our GIS program.  We started to use GIS to collect and store 
information about our streets.  In late 2020, as we were completing our yearly mileage 
certification using GIS, we noticed some inconsistencies with our milage for various road types.  
We brought this up with MnDOT and they instructed us to continue with our current numbers for 
2020, but to have any corrections made by the end of 2021.  

Below is the 2020 milage certification for each road type. 

Road Type 2020 Mileage 
Non-Existing 1.18 
Unimproved 0.06 
Local Roads 101.10 
Municipal State Aid Streets 25.70 
Trunk Highway Turnbacks 4.71 
County Roads 1.91 
County State Aid Highways 11.24 
MnDOT Trunk Highways 8.10 

The yellow highlighted numbers are the most important because 20% of the total of those three 
categories is how many miles of Municipal State Aid Streets we are allowed.  In 2020, our 
number indicated that we were allowed to designate 25.74 miles of our road to the State Aid 
System, which is part of how MnDOT determines how much State Aid Street funding we receive.  
In 2020, we had designated 25.70 miles as State Aid Streets, so we were nearly maximizing our 
system. 
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Throughout 2021 we have been fine-tuning our GIS information for streets and have been making 
sure everything is correct.  Below is a comparison of the 2020 certification and the proposed 2021 
certification. 

Road Type 2020 Mileage 2021 Proposed Mileage 
Non-Existing 1.18 2.03 
Unimproved 0.06 0.48 
Local Roads 101.10 95.42 
Municipal State Aid Streets 25.70 24.11 
Trunk Highway Turnbacks 4.71 4.71 
County Roads 1.91 1.92 
County State Aid Highways 11.24 13.13 
MnDOT Trunk Highways 8.10 11.25 

Again, the most important categories are highlighted in yellow.  Taking 20% of the total for these 
categories gives us up to 24.29 miles to designate as State Aid Streets.  The 24.11 in Municipal 
State Aid Streets category has taken account proposed adjustments to our State Aid System 
shown on the next page.  These adjustments would keep us below our allowable State Aid 
designation. 

The discrepancy in the numbers above is likely due to the removal of streets from flood 
acquisition areas in the 1990’s to early 2000’s that were not accounted for.  With our new GIS 
system, it is easier to find, track and measure any changes that take place to our road network. 

The end result of the proposed adjustments to our State Aid System will be approximately 
$23,000 less in State Aid funding each year. 

The next step in this process would be to formally make the revisions to the State Aid System via 
Council Resolution at the next City Council meeting. 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me. 
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Route # Streets Removed from MSAS Length

127 8th Ave NW (14th St to 19th St) 0.44

163 19th St NW (4th Ave to 8th Ave) 0.25

104 4th Ave NW (18th St to 19th St) 0.19

101 8th Ave NE (11th Dr to 12th St) 0.02

115 2nd St NW (5th Pl to 7th Pl) 0.13

122 7th St NE (4th Ave to 6th Ave) 0.15 2002 Rehab Project

102 6th Ave NE (7th St to 8th St) 0.08 2002 Rehab Project

142 3rd St NW (3rd Ave to 4th Ave) 0.05

157 22nd Ave SW (4th Dr to 12th St) 0.29

107 2nd Ave NE (8th St to 10th St NE) 0.16

Total 1.76

Route # Streets Added to MSAS Length

11th Dr NE (8th Ave to 10th Pl) 0.20

6th St NE (14th Ave to WB 90 Ramp) 0.10

Total 0.30
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