
A G E N D A  
CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
TUESDAY, JANUARY 3, 2023 

5:30 P.M. 
COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

Call to Order. 

Pledge of Allegiance. 

Oath of Office:  Jeff Austin, Jason Baskin, Laura Helle and Joyce Poshusta 

Roll Call. 

(mot) 1. Adoption of Agenda.  

(mot) 2. Approving minutes from December 19, 2022 

3. Recognitions and Awards.
Welcoming George Thomas as the Honorary Council Member 

(mot) 4. *Consent Agenda
Licenses:

Food:  Aldi, 1700 17th Street NW 
Food:  C & S Vending Co., Inc, 1900 8th Street NE 
Food:  Dollar General, 101 4th Street SW 
Food:  Grinders Deli, 604 3rd Avenue NW 
Food:  KFC, 1401 18th Avenue NW 
Garbage Service:  Waste Management of So. MN, Clarks Grove 
Lodging Establishment:  Greenwich Guest House 
Massage Therapist:  Jennifer Hatfield, 1802 5th Avenue NW 
Right of Way:  Consolidation Communications Enterprise Services, Matoon, IL 
Taxi Driver:  Irma Diego Pedro 
Temporary Liquor:  Pacelli Catholic Schools on January 28, 2023 

Claims: 
a. Pre-list of bills
b. Credit Card Report.

PETITIONS AND REQUESTS: 

(res) 5. Approving a MnDOT Stand-Alone Noise Barrier Program application. 

(res) 6. Designating depositories for checking and investment of public funds for 2023. 

(res) 7. Approving budget adjustment number 1. 

(res) 8. Receiving a feasibility report and calling for a public hearing on February 21, 2023 for street  
improvements on 5th Avenue NW (20th Street to 22nd Street NW), 6th Avenue NW (22nd Street to 
Dead End) and 20th Street NW (4th Avenue to Dead End), Project 18105. 
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(res) 9. Receiving a feasibility report and calling for a public hearing on February 21, 2023 for street 
improvements on 1st Street NW (Oakland Avenue West to 1st Drive NW), Project 23101. 

(res) 10. Receiving a feasibility report and calling for a public hearing on February 21, 2023 for street
improvements on 2nd Street SW (10th Avenue to 12th Avenue SW), 10th Avenue SW (2nd Drive to 
4th Street SW) and 11th Avenue SW (2nd Drive to 4th Street SW), Project 23102. 

(res) 11. Receiving a feasibility report and calling for a public hearing on February 21, 2023 for street
improvements on 7th Avenue NE (19th Drive to 21st Street NE) and 19th Drive NE (6th Avenue to 
7th Avenue NE), Project 23103. 

(res) 12. Receiving a feasibility report and calling for a public hearing on February 21, 2023 for street
improvements on 8th Street NE (16th Avenue to 18th Avenue NE), Project 23104. 

(res) 13. Receiving a feasibility report and calling for a public hearing on February 21, 2023 for street
improvements on Hormel Drive (4th Street to 8th Street NE), Project 23105. 

(res) 14. Receiving a feasibility report and calling for a public hearing on February 21, 2023 for street
improvements on 21st Street SW (22nd Street to 3rd Avenue SW) and 22nd Street SW (Oakland 
Avenue West to 3rd Avenue SW), Project 23106. 

(res) 15. Accepting donations to the City of Austin.

CITIZENS ADDRESSING THE COUNCIL 

HONORARY COUNCIL MEMBER COMMENTS 

REPORTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS: 
City Administrator 
City Council 

(mot) Adjourn to Tuesday, January 17, 2023 at 5:30 pm in the Council Chambers. 

*All items listed with an asterisk (*) are considered to be routine by the City Council and will be enacted by
one motion.  There will be no separate discussion of these items unless a council member or citizen so requests in 
which event the item will be removed from the general order of business and considered in its normal sequence on 
the agenda.  
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Memorandum 
To: Mayor & Council 

From: Steven J. Lang, P.E. 

Date: December 28th, 2022 

Subject: Pasture Heights Noise Study and Grant Application 

SRF completed a noise evaluation study of the Pasture Heights neighborhood, 300 block of 14th 
Place NW, and 1400 block of 2nd Street NW. As part of the study, SRF collected existing noise 
levels near 306 14th Place NW and 1407 2nd Street NW. This information was used together with 
noise modeling based on the new MnDOT design Single Point Intersection planned for 4th Street NW 
and I90 interchange.  

The following criteria is used when evaluating a noise wall: 
• Cost effectiveness threshold $78,500 per benefitted receptor.
• Project cost based on $36/sf of noise barrier wall.
• Standard wall height is 20-ft, but can be modified to reduce cost to meet the cost

effectiveness threshold.
• Noise readings approaching 66.0 decibels or greater meet the Federal Highway Noise

Abatement Criteria threshold, and/or a reduction of 5.0 decibels or more to a specific
receptor.

• A change of 3.0 decibels is a noticeable change to the human ear.
• MnDOT requires dwelling units to be constructed prior to 1997 as MN Statute 161.125 was

passed in 1997. One home in this neighborhood was built in 1997, R9 – 306 14th Pl. NW, all
others under consideration were built prior to 1997.

Multiple options of barrier wall height and length were reviewed to maximize the number of 
benefitting receptors and minimize the project cost to meet the cost effectiveness threshold.  

Barrier Benefitting Total Cost Meets 
Height Length Receptors Cost Effectiveness Criteria 
20-foot 1215-ft      9 $853,200 $94,800     No 
18-foot 1190-ft        7 $753,840 $107,691    No 
17-foot 910-ft        7 $541,800 $77,400     Yes 
16-foot 830-ft        7 $465,120 $66,446     Yes 
16-foot 1165-ft        7 $658,080 $94,011    No 
15-foot 1145-ft        7 $607,500 $86,786   No 
15-foot 1070-ft        7 $567,000 $81,000     No 
14-foot 1145-ft        6 $646,560 $107,760    No 

See attached Figure 2 

City of Austin 
500 Fourth Avenue N.E. 

Austin, Minnesota 55912-3773 

Steven J. Lang, P.E. 
City Engr./Public Works Dir. 

507-437-9949
Fax 507-437-7101 

slang@ci.austin.mn.us 
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The 17-foot tall, 910-ft long wall is the best option to meet the cost effectiveness threshold and 
provide a positive impact on noise reduction in the neighborhood. Although the State uses a $36 per 
sf rate to standardize the application, in today’s current construction environment and project out 2-3 
years, $60 per sf was used below for budgeting purposes. The requirement of a 10% local cost share 
would require a local cost commitment of $100,000 to $125,000. Options for funding the local share 
include: 

1) Assess the project cost to the 7 benefitting parcels ($14,000 to $18,000 per parcel).
2) Use tax levy dollars to spread the cost out to the entire community.
3) Some combination of options 1 & 2.

Attached for your consideration is a resolution of Council support for the grant application and 
commitment to the local project costs. Please review and let me know if you have any questions. 

Project Budget State Grant Local (10%) 
Noise Study/Application $     11,350 $  11,350 in progress 
Construction $   900,000 $810,000 $  90,000 estimate 
Construction Admin $   100,000 $  90,000 $  10,000 estimate 
Total $1,011,350 $900,000 $111,350 estimate 
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Figure 2

City of Austin
I-90/4th Street Standalone Noise Barrier
Modeled Noise Wall and Noise Receptor Locations
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