
A G E N D A  
CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
MONDAY, MAY 1, 2023 

5:30 P.M. 
COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

Call to Order. 

Pledge of Allegiance. 

Roll Call. 

(mot) 1. Adoption of Agenda.  

(mot) 2. Approving minutes from April 17, 2023 

3. Recognitions and Awards.
Minnesota Orchestra Common Chords 
Retirement: Alice Hansen – 6/23/1992 – 4/19/2023 at the Austin Public Library 
Asian American and Pacific Islander Heritage Month Proclamation  
Fire Department Promotions – Josh Kunze to Commander, Matt Wyse to full time 

(mot) 4. *Consent Agenda
Licenses:

Food:  Angry Hog Brewery and Taproom, 500 23th Avenue NW 
Food:  Sudanese Community International Market, 501 1st Street NW 
Mobile Business:  Classic Kitchen, 22133 State Hwy 56, Austin 
Mobile Business:  Nel’s Diner, 3407 Hoeger Lane, Albert Lea 
Mobile Business:  Taco Lab, 1310 5th Place NW, Rochester 
Temporary Liquor:  Gravity Storm on June 24, 2023 
Temporary Liquor:  Gravity Storm on July 3-4, 2023 
Tree Service:  Josh Linder Tree Removal, Wells 

Claims: 
a. Pre-list of bills
b. Credit Card and Financial Reports.

Event Applications:  
VFW Armed Forces Day Car Show - May 20, 2023 
Downtown Farmer’s Market – May 22, 2023 to October 30, 2023 
Cedar River Farmer’s Market – June 2, 2023 to August 25, 2023  
Common Chords at Rotary Park – May 2, 2023 

Appointments: 
Kris Heichel to the Port Authority term through December 31, 2027 
Megan Burroughs to the Charter Commission through December 31, 2026 
Thimonthe Noukoumonke to the Culture and Arts Commission through December 31, 
2025 
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  PUBLIC HEARINGS:   
 

5. Reviewing a proposed tax increment financing district for the 1st and 3rd Apartment Project. 
(res)  a.  Approving tax increment financing district number 17. 
 
  PETITIONS AND REQUESTS: 
 
 6. I-90 noise barrier discussion. 
(mot)   a.  Approving noise barrier project with 90% State funding, 5% City funding and 5%  
   assessment funding OR to not move forward with noise barrier project. 
 
(res) 7.         Affirming participation in the Office of the State Auditor’s Voluntary 2023 Performance 
  Measurements Program. 
 
(res) 8. Approving an off-site gambling license for American Legion Post 91 at the Mower County Fair. 
 
(res) 9. Approving a bid for pavement striping with Sir Lines-A-Lot. 
 
(res) 10. Approving a contract with Fox Electric for Riverside lighting upgrades. 
  
  CITIZENS ADDRESSING THE COUNCIL 
 
  HONORARY COUNCIL MEMBER COMMENTS 
 
  REPORTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS: 

City Administrator 
City Council 

 
(mot)  Adjourn to Monday, May 15, 2023 at 5:30 pm in the Council Chambers.  
 
                       *All items listed with an asterisk (*) are considered to be routine by the City Council and will be enacted by 

one motion.  There will be no separate discussion of these items unless a council member or citizen so requests in 
which event the item will be removed from the general order of business and considered in its normal sequence on 
the agenda.  
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City of Austin 
500 Fourth Avenue N.E. 

Austin, Minnesota 55912-3773 

Steven J. Lang, P.E. 
City Engineer/P.W. Director 

507-437-9950
Fax 507-437-7101 

slang@ci.austin.mn.us 

Memorandum 
To: Property Owner 

From: Steven Lang, PE 

Date: April 18th, 2023 

Subject: Noise Barrier Project, FINAL VOTE 

2nd Street & 14th Place NW 

The Austin City Council made a motion to move the Noise Barrier project forward for a 
formal vote at their Monday, May 1st, 2023 meeting. The vote will consider a funding 
partnership with 90% State, 5% City and 5% Residents. The benefitting residents have been 
narrowed down to 11 properties receiving the most noise reduction benefit from the 
proposed noise barrier construction. In order to consider moving the project forward, 
Council has expressed a desire to achieve at least 7 of 11 properties voting in favor of the 
project.  

The 5% of resident costs can be assessed to benefitting property owners, when assessed it 
would go on your taxes spread out over 15-years with interest. Attached is a spreadsheet 
showing the estimated 5% costs for each of the 11 residential properties. 

In order for your vote to be considered, property owners must complete this form and return 
it to me by 5:00pm on Wednesday, April 26th, 2023…NO EXCEPTIONS. You can reach 
me by phone at 507-437-9949, email at slang@ci.austin.mn.us or at City Hall, 500 4th 
Avenue NE. 

Voting Form 

1) Do you support construction of the Noise Barrier at
a 5% resident property cost?

(Circle one) YES NO 

Your Address: 
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mailto:slang@ci.austin.mn.us
slang
Typewritten Text
Voting Summary
7   YES
3   NO
1   Abstain
11 Total

slang
Line



11,350$                  11,350$  
43,344$                  43,344$  
65,016$                  65,016$  

541,800$                812,700$                 
661,510$                932,410$                 

State 90% 595,359$                839,169$                 
City 5% 33,076$                  46,621$  

Resident 5% 33,076$                  46,621$  
Option 3

dB Cost per (>3 dBA)

ID Receptor Address Owner Category Existing 17' Barrier Reduction dB Reduction

R6 303 14th Place NW Brian & Terry Butts Residential 60.3 57 3.3 3.3 0 0 2,207.28$              

R7 305 14th Place NW Terri Stough Residential 60.8 57.2 3.6 3.6 0 0 2,407.95$              

R8 307 14th Place NW John Locher Residential 62.8 56.8 6 6 6 0 4,013.24$              

R9 306 14th Place NW Ann Marie Warner Residential 65.6 57.7 7.9 7.9 7.9 1 5,284.10$              

R10 304 14th Place NW Michael & Jennifer Forbes Residential 66.1 58.8 7.3 7.3 7.3 1 4,882.78$              

R11 302 14th Place NW Zecharia Puro & Ajulu Opiew Residential 65.3 59.6 5.7 5.7 5.7 0 3,812.58$              

R12 300 14th Place NW Adam & Kristin Ansorge Residential 64 59.7 4.3 4.3 0 0 2,876.16$              

R13 1403 2nd Street NW Thlay Grace Residential 64.8 60.5 4.3 4.3 0 0 2,876.16$              

R14 1405 2nd Street NW Arthur Mills Credit Trust Residential 67.4 60.4 7 7 7 1 4,682.12$              

R15 1407 2nd Street NW Gary & Nancy Quednow Residential 72.3 57.7 14.6 14.6 14.6 1 9,765.56$              

R16 1414 2nd Street NW Bradley & Susan Bednar Residential 68.3 62.6 5.7 5.7 5.7 0 3,812.58$              

69.7 69.7 54.2 4 46,620.50$           

21 11 7

(1) The World Health Orgainization defines noise above 65 decibels (dB) as noise pollution

(2) The threshold of perception of the human ear is approximately 3 dB and a 5 dB change is considered to be clearly noticable to the human ear

YES  or  NO

YES  or  NO

YES  or  NO

YES  or  NO

YES  or  NO

YES  or  NO

YES  or  NO

YES  or  NO

YES  or  NO

Total dB Reduction

Number of Properties Meeting Criteria

Noticable 
Reduction 
(>7 dBA)

Noticable 
Reduction 
(>5 dBA)

Noticable 
Reduction 
(>3 dBA)

Do you support construction of the 
Noise Barrier at a 90/5/5 cost share

YES  or  NO

YES  or  NO

17 Foot Barrier, 910 feet in length Total Estimate

Noise Reduction Project Noise Study
Engineering Design

Southeast of I90/4th Street Interchange Construction Inspection
Construction Contract
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