
A G E N D A  
CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
MONDAY, JULY 17, 2023 

5:30 P.M. 
COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

 
  Call to Order. 
 
  Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
  Roll Call. 
  
(mot) 1. Adoption of Agenda.  
 
(mot) 2.  Approving minutes from July 3, 2023 
 

3. Recognitions and Awards. 
EPA Brownfield Community Assessment presentation 

  
(mot) 4. *Consent Agenda  
   
  Licenses: 
   Community Festival:  Austin ArtWorks Festival on August 25-27, 2023 
   Lodging Establishment (transfer):  JJKWL Lodges, LLC to Nanbai, LLC 
   Mobile Food:  Red Cedar Organics, LLC, Chetek, WI 
   Mobile Food:  The Wandering Scoop, Rochester 
   Outside Liquor Sales:  B & J Bar on July 28 and 29, 2023 
 
  Claims: 

a. Pre-list of bills 
b. Financial and Investment Reports. 

 
 Event Applications:   
  FITS Employee Appreciation on July 18, 2023 
  Minnesota Autism Center Open House on July 18, 2023 
  B & J Summer Parking Lot Party on July 28 and 29, 2023 
  Oaxacan Community Basketball Tournament on July 29 and 30, 2023 
  Travis Manion Foundation 9/11 Heroes Run on September 9, 2023 
 
  PUBLIC HEARINGS:   
 
 5.   Reviewing a tax abatement application from the Austin Housing and Redevelopment Authority. 
(res)   a.  Approval or denial of abatement. 

 
  PETITIONS AND REQUESTS: 
 
 6. Reviewing a zoning ordinance change. 
(mot)   a.  For preparation of the ordinance. 
(ord)   b.  For adoption and publication of the ordinance. 
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 7. Reviewing a variance request from the Radhe Shyam Corp. d/b/a One Stop Food Mart. 
(mot)   a.  Approve or deny variance request. 
 
(res) 8.    Approving an ICM agreement with WCI Austin Landfill, LLC. 
 
(res) 9. Approving a contract for engineering services on the Oakland Avenue West and 1st Avenue  
  SW reconstruction project. 
 
(mot) 10. Approving the purchase of a drone by the Police Department. 
 
(res) 11. Approving a Greater Minnesota Legacy Grant application for a Jay C. Hormel Nature Center 
  supplemental teaching staff project. 
 
(res) 12. Declaring the property at 613 10th Drive SE a hazardous structure. 
  
(mot) 13. Granting the Planning and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk 

 and/or illegally stored vehicles at 707 6th Avenue SW, Batikare Property. 
 
  CITIZENS ADDRESSING THE COUNCIL 
 
  HONORARY COUNCIL MEMBER COMMENTS 
 
  REPORTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS: 

City Administrator 
City Council 

 
(mot)  Adjourn to Monday, August 7, 2023 at 5:30 pm in the Council Chambers.  
 
                       *All items listed with an asterisk (*) are considered to be routine by the City Council and will be enacted by 

one motion.  There will be no separate discussion of these items unless a council member or citizen so requests in 
which event the item will be removed from the general order of business and considered in its normal sequence on 
the agenda.  











City of Austin, MN
EPA Brownfield Community-wide 
Assessment Grant



Agenda
1. Brownfields 101
2. EPA Project Overview
3. Eligible Uses of Grant Funds
4. Project Goals
5. Roles & Responsibilities
6. Questions & Answers



Brownfields 101



What is a Brownfield?
EPA Definition: “Brownfields are real property, the expansion, 
redevelopment, or reuse of  which may be  complicated by the 
presence or potential presence of a hazardous substance, 
pollutant, or contaminant.”

Brownfields
• Previously developed sites
• Redevelopment may be complicated by past use(s)

NOT Brownfields
• Never been developed (open space or agricultural land)
• Fewer development constraints

Brownfields 101



Types of Brownfields
Petroleum

• Former manufacturing & industrial sites
• Former gas stations & auto repair shops
• Old railyards & truck depots

Hazardous Substances
• Former manufacturing/industrial sites
• Underutilized warehouses & commercial buildings
• Former dry cleaners
• Landfills, salvage yards, & illegal dumping sites
• Buildings with asbestos or lead-based paint
• Mine scarred lands

Brownfields 101



Why are Brownfields a Problem?
• Direct costs for local government (responses to code 

enforcements, crimes, fires, illegal dumping, etc.)
• Lost opportunity costs (environmental liabilities may derail 

redevelopment plans)
• Loss of potential jobs, tax base, and reduced property values
• Impacts on neighboring properties 
• Threats to public health and the environment from known or 

undocumented contamination

• Threats to surface and drinking water sources

Brownfields 101



EPA Project Overview

Logistics, Goals, Budget, and Schedule



Austin’s Community-wide Assessment GrantProject Overview

Logistics
• $500,000 awarded in funding
• 3-year grant term (12/1/2022 – 11/30/2025)
• 100% funded – no match funds required 
• Public & privately owned sites are eligible

Goals
• Identify, prioritize, and complete environmental 

assessments and/or remedial/reuse planning activities 
• Assist with positioning sites for redevelopment and reuse
• Set the City & property owners up to leverage other funding



Austin’s Community-wide Assessment GrantProject Overview

n
Anticipated Outputs

• Inventory of potential brownfield sites throughout the City
• Phase I ESAs for you to 16 sites or parcels
• Phase II ESAs for up to 14 sites or parcels
• Asbestos, lead-based paint, and hazardous building 

materials surveys for up to 4 sites
• Response Action Plans for up to 5 sites 
• Planning Reuse Activities for 2 brownfield impacted 

area/corridors
• Public outreach meetings, materials, and other media 

postings, as appropriate



Austin’s Community-wide Assessment GrantProject Overview

Goals Identified in the Grant Application
• Plans to safely cleanup properties and development of 

brownfield reuse plans that will result in a safer and healthier 
community

• Reduction in pollutant runoff and migration as a result of 
greener redevelopment

• Use of assessment results to plan for safe removal or 
remodeling of blighted buildings

• Increased public awareness of the potential hazards of 
brownfields

• Redevelopment & potential sale of sites
• Leveraging of private and other investments
• Job creation
• Increased property and sales tax revenue 
• Increased property values



Eligible Uses of Grant Funds



Brownfield InventoryEligible Uses of 
Grant Funds

n Create a comprehensive list & 
GIS maps of brownfield sites in 
the target areas. 



Site Prioritization & NominationEligible Uses of 
Grant Funds

n
Establish Prioritization Criteria 

• Site eligibility 
• Owner/developer interest
• Feasibility of success
• Community benefit
• Threats to human health/environment

Rank Prioritized Sites
• Apply scoring system
• Review highest ranked sites
• Outreach to owners/stakeholders of top ranked sites 

(evaluate interest & site eligibility)

Nominate Sites for Grant Funding
• Property owners/stakeholders nominate sites
• Owners & developers apply for funding



Eligible Uses of 
Grant Funds

n
Environmental  

Conditions
Redevelopment  

Feasibility
Community  

Goals
• Potential Level of  

Contamination
• Potential for Human  

Contact with  
Contaminants

• Potential to  
Contaminate  
Groundwater

• Land Use Change  
Requiring Higher  
Remediation

• Potential for State &  
Federal Funding  
Assistance

• Potential Existence of a  
Viable Causer

• Potential for Near Term  
Redevelopment

• Potential Cost of  
Assembly &  
Redevelopment

• Potential to Catalyze  
Redevelopment on Other  
Properties

• Potential to Assemble  
Entire Site

• Inclusion in Special Plans  
and Districts

• Potential to Eliminate  
Blight

• Potential to Replace  
Existing Inappropriate or  
Marginal Uses

• Improves Blighted Areas  
for Reuse

• Creates New Jobs
• Increases Property Tax  

Base
• Creates Opportunities to  

Retain/Expand/ Recruit  
New Businesses

• Enhances Long-Term  
Economic Sustainability

• Creates or Maintains  
Livable Neighborhoods

Site Prioritization & Nomination



Eligible Uses of 
Grant Funds

n

Site Prioritization & Nomination

• Historic & current property uses
• Known contamination
• Dates of previous environmental 

assessments
• Past or current regulatory 

enforcement actions
• Need for environmental assessment 

& grant funding
• Anticipated schedule for property 

sale, reuse, or redevelopment
• Community benefits



Site Nomination & Eligibility ApprovalEligible Uses of 
Grant Funds

n
Site Nomination Form completed by property owner or  
representative.

Site is prioritized for grant funding.

Eligibility Determination Form is prepared on the owner’s  behalf 
and submitted to EPA/MPCA for approval.

EPA/MPCA approve use of grant funds.

Property owner signs Access Agreement authorizing assessment 
activities on the property.

Environmental Site Assessment & Cleanup Planning Activities

1

2

3

4



Site Specific AssessmentsEligible Uses of 
Grant Funds

Phase I ESAs
• Identifies potential environmental concerns that may impede

redevelopment
• No environmental samples collected
• Used to facilitate property transactions

Phase II ESAs
• Environmental sampling & testing
• Used to identify environmental impacts & develop cleanup

alternatives



Site Specific AssessmentsEligible Uses of 
Grant Funds

Hazardous Building Materials Surveys
• Asbestos, Lead Paint, Mold, PCB/Mercury Light  

Ballasts/Switches, Misc. Debris
• Necessary for renovating/demolishing older structures

Response Action Plan (RAP)
• Develop detailed plans to implement preferred cleanup

alternative
• Detailed cost estimate
• State must approve as part of closure process



Planning ActivitiesEligible Uses of 
Grant Funds

• Existing conditions assessment
• Market analysis
• Identify opportunities & 

constraints
• Community visioning
• Redevelopment plan
• Implementation strategy



Target Areas



Target AreasTarget Areas

Target Area #1 -
Oakland Avenue: 
between 14th

Street NW and 
the Cedar River

Target Area #2 –
Main Street: one 
block on both sides 
of Oakland Avenue

Target Area # 3 –
1-90 Site: follows the 
Soo Line Railroad 
Corridor between I-90 
and Dobbins Creek



Roles and Responsibilities



City of AustinRoles and 
Responsibilities

• Responsible for administration of grant (reporting)
• Manage/oversee consultant team
• Coordinate meetings of Brownfield Advisory Committee

Consultant Team (Stantec)
• Complete assessment, remedial, & planning activities
• Lead role in completing inventory and outreach tasks
• Assist with reporting
• Serve as technical resource



Brownfield Advisory CommitteeEligible Uses of 
Grant Funds

nEnsure community concerns are considered and 
inform assessment planning and execution.

• Meet 3-4 times per year
• Drive decisions
• Identify & prioritize sites/target areas
• Distribute project related materials
• Provide community feedback to BAC



Questions & 
Answers
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