MINUTES
HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION
CITY OF AUSTIN
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 27, 2001
7:00 PM

PRESENT: Gabe Garcia, Tricia Wiechmann, Gary Morgan, Virginia Larson, Liliana Silvestry,
John Hagen, Watsana Thiravong, Pat MacLean and students from Austin High School—Lydia
Vilt and Cody Wyant. There were also representatives from the Austin Daily Herald and the
Rochester Post-Bulletin.

ABSENT: Nancy Clark and Lee Bjorndahl

Trish handed out notebooks and copies of past meeting minutes, etc. The meeting was called to
order by Chair Garcia at 7:15 PM. Minutes of the January meeting were approved.

1.

Agenda Items

Liliana distributed a sample of the state Human Rights brochure. They only sent 25 and
did not indicate they could send the number we would need to distribute. Liliana also
distributed a rough draft of a brochure we could have printed. After some discussion,
Watsana suggested Commission members take the proposed brochure home, make some
modifications/suggestions, then bring them back so a final version can be developed by
the April meeting. Target printing date is May. Commission members are also to bring
ideas for distribution of the brochures.

Pat will call KAUS and see if they have the public service announcement tape.

Two committees were established. First, the Diversity Task Force, to be chaired by
Liliana with Watsana assisting. They will also recruit members from the community.
Watsana will write a proposal for this Task Force and present it at the next meeting.

Second, the Service Award Committee to be chaired by Virginia Larson (who
“volunteered” in absentia). Watsana and Gabe offered to be on this committee, too.

Report from Fusion, the cultural diversity club at Austin High School: Lydia and Cody
said this is the first year the club has been very active and they now have about 10
members. They coordinate with AFS and are sponsoring a variety of activities including
a sledding party, a special education prom, and visits to the ESL classes. Their faculty
sponsor is Mrs. Stevenson. They were invited to send a representative to future meetings
of the Human Rights Commission.

Watsana distributed the Multicultural Calendar 2001 from the Diversity Council of
Rochester. Liliana passed around a booklet listing activities celebrated by various
cultures. It was suggested newspaper articles be written about some of these events to
develop community awareness.



6. Pat nominated Liliana Silvestry for Co-chair of the Commission. Watsana seconded.
Liliana was elected unanimously

Other Business

1. Liliana distributed a booklet listing recommendations made by people participating in
the Community Circles project. The Welcome Center and Jeanne Poppe of the League
of Women Voters are working to establish another series of Community Circles. They
plan to begin with a town meeting. Gabe will represent the Human Rights Commission
at a Town Meeting on March 8.

2. Virginia mentioned that other Human Rights Commissions are studying the policies of
the Boy Scouts of America and whether the BSA is using public school facilities and
United Way funds. Virginia will get a copy of the BSA national policy statement and
find out where they are meeting.

3. Tricia will assume the secretarial duties for the March meeting since Pat will be out of
town.

The meeting was adjourned at 9:50 PM.
The next meeting is Tuesday, March 27, at 7 PM in the City Administration Building.
Please bring your brochure suggestions.
Respectfully submitted,

Pat MacLean
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