
MINUTES 
HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION 

CITY OF AUSTIN 
TUESDAY, MARCH 27, 2001 

7:00 PM 
 

PRESENT:  Gabe Garcia, Tricia Wiechmann, Gary Morgan, Watsana Thiravong, Nancy Clark 
and Lee Bjorndahl and students from Austin High School – Lydia Vilt and Cody Wyant.   There 
were also representatives from the Austin Daily Herald and the Rochester Post-Bulletin. 
 
ABSENT: Liliana Silvestry, John Hagen, Virginia Larsen and Pat MacLean  
 
The meeting was called to order by Chair Garcia at 7:05 PM.  Minutes of the February meeting 
were approved. 
 

Agenda Items 
 

1. Brochure – Gabe asked commission members for their suggestions/comments regarding 
the draft brochure.  Discussion … the new draft brochure is nice, but seems to be more of 
a lecture.  Information is good, but is it what we need to have on our brochure? 

 
Nancy suggested having the numbers and contact information directly on the back of the 
brochure – this allows quick/easy access.  All members agreed.  The commission 
referenced the brochure from Eden Prairie.  Theirs is nicely done with a lot of good 
information.  Maybe we could look at including information from or modeling theirs. 
 
Watsana suggested that whatever information we use from outside sources (statistics, 
etc.) that we acknowledge those sources somewhere in the brochure.  Cody indicated that 
he liked the information that was in the old brochure.  It seemed to explain more; purpose 
of commission, what to do in case of discrimination, when/how long (300 days).  NOTE:  
we would want to double-check this type of information if used. 
 
Gabe indicated that he would take all of the suggestions and meet with Liliana to go over 
the information.  Liliana will bring the next version to the April meeting OR if available 
prior to the meeting, Tricia will send out to everybody so we can come prepared to put 
finishing touches on it at the April meeting. 

 
Watsana suggested that Human Rights Commission develop a new title/slogan like a tag 
line or something.  We could use the community and have a contest or something to get 
their input.  Lee said that he would contact Liliana to work on this. 
 

2. Diversity Task Force – Watsana reviewed the written draft proposal.  Watsana outlined 
four good ideas and indicated that the Commission could elect to do one, some or all of 
the things on the list.  These are just offered as suggestions.  Regarding the large calendar 
poster, Nancy indicated that she has seen these large posters (printed) somewhere, not 
sure where but believes that they do already exist.  So we might not have recreate 



something like this.  Someone should look into this – NOTE:  this was not assigned, but 
if one of the commission members would be willing to check into this and bring 
information back at the April meeting – that would be great!!  This is a great idea and if 
the information already exists we would just need to circulate. 

 
Regarding big celebration – the HRC along with the Welcome Center and Riverland 
Community College have four hours on the last day of Cedar River Days to “fill”.  We 
will need to begin to work on this.  Need to check with Liliana to see if represenatives 
from the other groups have discussed or planned meeting dates.  We will need a couple 
representatives from the Commission to help in the planning of this.  Watsana will 
follow-up with Liliana or somebody about this. 
 
Regarding writing articles for the paper – Nancy indicated that she currently receives a 
newsletter from an organization that has a calendar along with some information on a 
specific topic.  We could do something like this – this could take care of the article idea 
as well as the calendar idea.   
 
Tricia suggested sending information to local employers and asking them to include 
calendar information or list of events, etc. in their company newsletter or post on their 
bulletin board in the break room, etc. 
 
We could do an introductory memo/letter explaining what the HRC is, does, etc. and ask 
them to post/distribute information.  We can develop a mailing list and do a mailing 
every couple of months or so with information.  At first maybe we could have 
Commission members follow-up with the companies to see if they have any questions or 
are willing to participate. 
 
Watsana agreed to write a cover letter and send to Tricia for distribution.  We can review 
the list and/or letter at the April meeting.  We will then send the letter with the calendar 
info./newsletter type info. 
 

3. Fusion Report – Lydia and Cody indicated that George Thomas from the Welcome 
Center has contacted the AHS Diversity group and invited them to join the Welcome 
Center’s Youth Group.  This will allow them to actually have a budget ($4,000) and 
develop into a larger group. 
 
Fusion is working on the Special Education Prom, which will be in early May at Pacelli 
High School.  They are in the process of organizing volunteers.  They will also be 
participating in Diversity Week (April) activities.  Trying to coordinate some through 
Riverland, they will put up posters around the high school too. 
 
Cody also informed the Commission that there is a high school in Utah (he believes) that 
has a website on their diversity club with things like what activities they do, how they get 
students involved, etc.  Fusion has talked about doing their own website. 
 
Virginia Larsen joined the meeting. 



 
4. Commission Make-up – At the last meeting Gary Morgan mentioned the fact that he was  

going to be moving outside the Austin City limits.  Since the HRC is a City appointed 
Commission, Gary can no longer be a member.  Tricia asked Commission members for 
suggestions to fill this position.  Karl Dalager and Valentina Gallegos were suggested as 
two that might have an interest in serving.  Tricia will forward the information to Mayor 
Rietz.  It is believed that Karl has served on the HRC before and would be an excellent 
choice. 

 
Other Business 

 
1.  Virginia made a report on information she has gathered regarding the Boy Scouts of 

America. 
 
2. Discussed break for summer months.  It was decided that since the HRC will be involved 

in the Cedar River Days celebration in early July and we would not take June off, rather 
just July and August this year. 

 
3. Next meeting will be Tuesday, April 24.  Tricia informed the HRC members that this is 

also the night for the City of Austin Volunteer Recognition banquet at the Ruby Rupner 
Auditorium at 5:30 PM.  Invitations will be forth coming.  

 
4. Tentative agenda items for the April meeting: 

• Review brochure 
• Update Diversity Task Force 

• Calendar and contact information 
• Cedar River Days – assign committee? 

• Report on new title/slogan campaign 
• Report from Fusion 

 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:15 PM. 

 
The next meeting is Tuesday, April 24, at 7:00 PM in the City Administration Building.  

Please call if you cannot attend. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Tricia Wiechmann 
In absence of Secretary Pat MacLean 
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