
MINUTES 
HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION 

CITY OF AUSTIN 
TUESDAY, APRIL 24, 2001 

 
PRESENT:  Nancy Clark, Gabe Garcia, Virginia Larson, Karl Dalager, Lee Bjorndal, John 
Hagen, Tricia Wiechmann, and Pat MacLean. 
 
ABSENT:  Watsana Thiravong and Liliana Silvestry. 
 
The meeting was called to order by Chair Garcia at 7:10 p.m.  Minutes of the March meeting 
were approved as written. 
 

Agenda Items 
 
1. There was a detailed discussion about the brochure and Commission members agreed on 

several changes.  Tricia will make the changes and bring the revised brochure to the next 
meeting for review. 

 
2. Lee moved that Gabe write a letter to the Mower County attorney’s office requesting the HR 

Commission be informed when court hearings involving the charge of hate or bias crimes are 
scheduled.  Virginia seconded.  Motion carried. 

 
3. Diversity Task Force Update 
 

Tricia compiled an excellent calendar of events for the month and sent it to Commission 
members.  It is also available on the Commission website.  The calendar will be updated each 
month and sent to area business and schools.  Watsana plans to write a cover letter to send 
with the calendars.  Watsana was also going to develop a mailing list of business to receive 
the calendar.  Hopefully, she will report on these projects at our next meeting. 

 
The HR Commission is collaborating with Riverland Community College and the Welcome 
Center to arrange for the final activity of SPAM Days on July 8th.  It will be a four-hour 
block of time.  Karl will investigate the possibility of having a local band play and Nancy 
knows some Mexican dancers who might perform.  Virginia will call Liliana and Sue Grove 
to see what has been planned already.  Tricia will see if there are funds available to pay for a 
band, etc.   

 
4. No report from Fusion.  Not present. 
 
5. No report on a new title/slogan campaign.  Lee suggested we develop a logo for the 

Commission.   
 



Other Business 
 

1. The 2001 Second Regional Meeting- Idea Exchange for Human Rights Commissions is this 
Saturday, April 28, in Rochester.  The City will cover registration costs of any member who 
wants to attend. 

 
2. Nancy moved the Commission spend $50 for posters from the League of Minnesota Human 

Rights Commissions.  Virginia seconded.  Motion carried.  Tricia will order them. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:25 P.M.   
 

THE NEXT MEETING IS TUESDAY, MAY 22nd AT 7 P.M. IN THE CITY 
ADMINISTRATION BUILDING.  PLEASE CALL IF YOU CANNOT ATTEND. 

 
Tentative agenda items include: 
 

1. Review brochure 
 

2. Update by Diversity Task Force 
a. Calendar and contact information 
b. Cedar River Days 
 

3. Report from Fusion 
 
4. Report on new title/slogan/logo. 
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