
MINUTES 
HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION 

CITY OF AUSTIN 
Tuesday, May 22, 2001 

 
PRESENT:  Gabe Carcia, Virginia Larsen, Tricia Wiechmann and Pat MacLean 
 
ABSENT:  Nancy Clark, Watsana Thiravong, Liliana Silvestry, Karl Dalager, Lee Bjorndal, and 
John Hagen 
 
The meeting was called to order by Chair Garcia at 7:10 p.m.  Since there was not a quorum 
present, no official business could be conducted.  The following topics were discussed: 
 

1. Human Rights Commission brochure:  Tricia distributed the revised version of the 
brochure.  Except for a couple of minor changes, the brochure was excellent.  Tricia will 
send out copies of the brochure to absent members and it is hoped the final version can be 
approved at the meeting next week.  A variety of colors of both print and paper are 
available.  Tricia will get price quotes from printers and Gabe will present a budget 
request from the Finance Committee when it meets on Monday, June 4.  Then the 
brochures can be ready for distribution by the week of the Spam Festival.   

 
We discussed ways to distribute the brochures and Tricia will see if possibly they could 
be sent with the Austin Utilities monthly statements. 
 

2. Posters were ordered and received.  They only cost $20, not $50 as quoted in the April 
minutes. 

 
3. Spam Festival events:  Virginia called Sue Grove and left a message, but did not receive 

a response.  Gabe will contact Liliana and Nancy and see what the Welcome Center and 
Riverland are planning for July 8th.  Virginia will call Karl about the band he mentioned.  
We will discuss possible budget requests at the next meeting. 

 
4. Gabe wrote a letter to the County Attorney’s office requesting that the HR Commission 

be notified if there are any bias crimes pending within this jurisdiction.  He also asked 
that a HR Commission member be allowed to be present at hearings involving bias/hate 
crimes. 

 
5. U.S. Bank:  Gabe reported a Hispanic woman had been asked to provide her thumbprint 

to deposit her paycheck and receive funds at US Bank, even though she showed her 
drivers license and bank account card.  Virginia will call Alice Holst, bank manager, to 
ask about their check cashing policy for account holders. 

 
6. Pat brought information about a Diversity Awareness Series being sponsored by the 

Rochester Chamber of Commerce.  Tricia will pass the information along to the Austin 
Chamber and see if there is any interest in a similar series locally. 

 



Because of the importance of finalizing the brochure and Spam festival activities before our next 
regularly scheduled meeting and since we did not have a quorum tonight, it was decided to hold 
a special meeting. 
 

WEDNESDAY, MAY 30, AT 7 P.M. 
 

Please call Gabe or Tricia if you cannot attend next Wednesday. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Pat MacLean 


