
Human Rights Commission 
Minutes for July 22, 2008 

 
Present:  Stephanie Haedt, Sue Stevenson, Ron Langrell, Kirsten Lindbloom, John Hagen, Liliana 
Silvestry, Bob Vilt, Kathryn Martin, and Tricia Wiechmann (city liaison). 
 
Absent:  Janet Anderson. 
 
Meeting called to order at 6:19 p.m. 
 
1. Agenda 
 

Agenda was approved as amended.   
 
2.   Minutes
 

June 24, 2008 minutes were adopted as amended.   
 

3.   Citizens Addressing the Commission 
 

Dan Kane addressed the Commission.  Mr. Kane commented with regard to amending the HRC 
Ordinance and By-Laws and that these items should be strengthened.  Questioned whether the use of 
grant money for the State Human Rights Conference in Rochester is appropriate.  He provided the 
Commission with a memo regarding the growing poverty in Mower County.    

 
4.   Reports and Discussion
 

A.    Certificate of Appreciation – Review Submission 
 
Liliana Silvestry recommended Kristen Rinaldi for a certificate of appreciation for her community 
involvement and assistance to others.  Ms. Rinaldi is a former pastor of the Methodist church, 
outreach worker, interpreter and works with immigrants and refugees.  Liliana made a motion to 
recognize Ms. Rinaldi with a certificate of appreciation, Sue Stevenson seconded, the motion passed 
unanimously. 
 
Sue Stevenson indicated she would submit Karl Dalager at the next meeting for a certificate of 
appreciation. 
 
B. Confirm Guidelines Regarding Nomination  
 
A Commissioner shall submit a recommendation in writing to the Commission for its consider to 
recognize acts of kindness in our community that promote human rights. 
 

5.   Final Review of HRC By-Laws and Ordinance 
 
A.  Article I – “Secure” 
 
Discussion was held regarding whether an amendment should be made eliminating the word secure or 
altering the language.  A motion was made by Stephanie Haedt to add the language “to contribute” 
prior to “in securing”.  Motion seconded by Liliana Silvestry.  Motion passed by vote of 6-2 (with 
Ron Langrell and Kirsten Lindbloom voting nay). 
 



B.  Article II – Number of Commissioners 
 
Discussion was held regarding the number of Commissioners on the Commission.  A motion was 
made by Liliana Silvestry for the Commission to remain at 9 members.  Seconded by Kirsten 
Lindbloom and passed unanimously. 
 
C.  Article II – Consecutive Terms 
 
Discussion was held regarding adding language that Commissioners may serve consecutive terms. 
Liliana Silvestry made a motion to add prior to the last sentence “Commissioners may serve 
consecutive terms.”  Motion seconded by Susan Steveson.  Motion passed unanimously with Ron 
Langrell abstaining. 
 
D.  Article II – Serve Until Successor Appointed 
 
Discussion was held on whether the language in the second to last sentence that upon the expiration 
of their term, the commissioner shall serve until the successor is appointed.  Stephanie Haedt made a 
motion to delete the entire second to last sentence regarding serving until successor appointed.  
Kathryn Martin seconded.  Motion passed unanimously with Ron Langrell abstaining. 
 
E.  Article II – Term Limits 
 
Discussion was had regarding term limits.  Motion made to impose terms limits, no second. 
 
F.  Ordinance – subd. 4 
 
Discussion was held with regard to the inconsistency with subdivision 4 of the Ordinance as it relates 
to officers, how the Commission operates and the language in the By-Laws.  Article III of the By-
Laws allows co-chairpersons and the Commission operates with co-chairpersons.  The Ordinance, 
however, calls for a Chair and Vice-Chair.  Motion was made by Kirsten Lindbloom to approach City 
Council to amend the Ordinance to cure the inconsistency.  Motion seconded by Kathryn Martin.  
Motion passed unanimously.   Tricia Wiechmann will submit to City Council. 
 
G.  Article VII – “Securing” 
 
Discussion was held with regard to amending the language.  No motion made. 
 
H.  Article VI – Robert’s Rules 
 
A motion was made by Stephanie Haedt to add the language “the spirit of” prior to Robert’s Rules in 
the last sentence of Article VI.  Motion seconded by Liliana Silvestry and passed unanimously. 
 
Tricia Wiechmann will make the revisions to the By-Laws and bring them to the next meeting for 
final approval.       

 
6.   Approve 2009 Budget Request to City of Austin

 
Discussion was held with regard to the past budget and vision for the future, with a focus on an 
advertising campaign to arise awareness, including PSAs, billboards, and posters.  The Commission 
discussed having a clear, articulate presentation with regard to the increased budget and the change of 
focus of the Commission.  A motion was made by Sue Stevenson to present a budget request for 
$4,067.50 to the City by the deadline, Thursday, July 24, 2008.  Motion was seconded by Liliana 
Silvestry and passed unanimously.  Liliana Silvestry and Kirsten Lindbloom will prepare the budget 



request.     
 

7.   Cultural Heritage Festival
   

A.   Survey Suggestions 
 
Liliana Silvestry provided the Commission with a sample survey.  The Commissioners will review 
and discuss further at the next meeting, focusing on what are the key issues to obtain information.  It 
was suggested that the survey be in English on one side and Spanish on the other.    
 
B.  Possible Drawing 
 
It was discussed that persons who complete a survey will be entered into a drawing for a prize (for 
example a gift certificate for groceries).  The survey will be confidential and a separate entry form 
completed for the drawing entry. 
 
C.  Other 
 
The Festival will be on September 14, 2008 at the Bandshell from noon until 6 p.m.  At the next 
meeting we will discuss coverage of the HRC table at the Festival and volunteers for the event.  Tricia 
Wiechmann shall bring a sign-up sheet. 

   
8.   Update Grant Application 
 

A.  Grant for Conference 
 
The grant for funds to attend the State Human Rights Conference in Rochester, Minnesota has been 
submitted.  No response has been received yet.   
 
B.  Grant for Facilitator 
 
Ron Langrell provided to the Commission a draft of the grant proposal for funds to hire a facilitator 
for the Commission to create a plan to take stock in past accomplishments and set a course for the 
future.  The deadline for the grant submission is September.  This item will be added to next month’s 
agenda for further discussion or comment on the draft grant.  Ron Langrell and Kirsten Lindbloom 
will finalize and submit the grant request.  
 

9.   Other Business
 

A.  Modify Agenda to Allow for Public Comment at the beginning and the end of each meeting. 
 
Tabled to the next meeting. 

 
10.  Next Meeting:   
 

The next Human Rights Commission meeting will be held on August 26 2008, at 6:00 p.m. at the 
Austin Public Library.   

 
Meeting adjourned at 8:43 p.m. 
 
Submitted by Stephanie Haedt 


