
Human Rights Commission 

Minutes of April 24, 2012 

  

Present: Lynsie Moritz, Kristi Beckman, Jake Vela, Steve Wald, Aaron Stewart, Kathryn Martin, 

Jack Wittkopp and Trish Wiechmann (city liaison). 

  

Absent: Ron Langrell and Kirsten Lindbloom. 

  

Guests: Dan Kane and Matthew Simonson. 

  

Commissioner Beckman called the meeting to order at 6:07 pm. 

  

1. Adopt/Amend the Agenda 

  

Commissioner Wald moved to adopt the agenda as written, Commissioner Vela second, motion 

passed unanimously. 

  

2. Approval of Minutes 

  

Commissioner Vela moved to approve the March 27, 2012 minutes, Commissioner Wald second, 

motion passed. 

  

3. Treasurer’s Report 

  

Expenditures for film festival posters and handouts, and supplies for Taste of Nations:  $169.76. 

Expenditures year to date:  $1,060.88. 

  

4. Reports and Discussion 

  

Taste of Nations – Approximately 1000 people attended. The food was very good. The CORE 

student’s table was next to ours; they served gelato, promoted the message of Human Rights and 

even took responsibility for our table at times. Commissioner Moritz asked permission to send a 

thank-you to the CORE students.  

  

Film Festival – We have posters and handouts. Each Commissioner took several of each. Trish 

will distribute some at City Hall and the library. 

  

5. Other Business 

  

Brochures – It was brought up that we need more brochures. Commissioner Vela moved to 

purchase more brochures in English and in Spanish, Commissioner Wittkopp second, motion 

passed unanimously.  

  



6. Communications 

  

Jake will update our webpage again.  There will be a press release about May 1 regarding the 

film festival. 

  

7. Citizens Addressing the Commission 

  

Matthew Simonson stated he had contacted the MN Human Rights Department. He handed out 

copies of a letter he had written to MN Human Rights Personnel dated 4/14/12, and a letter he 

had written to Representative Poppe dated 4/16/12. Mr. Simonson asked if the Human Rights 

Department defends the rights of corporate citizens. 

  

Dan Kane next addressed the Commission. He suggested Mr. Simonson might Google Amend 

Minnesota. Mr. Kane commented on the presentation of the essay contest winners at the City 

Council meeting. He noted that the students who were able to attend seemed proud, as were their 

families. He requests to be included on any and all HRC e-mails. 

  

Our next meeting will be May 22, 2012. Commissioner Vela moved to adjourn at 6:35. Meeting 

was adjourned. 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

Kathryn Martin, secretary 


