
Human Rights Commission 

Minutes of August 28, 2012 

  

Present: Kristi Beckman, Lynsie Moritz, Jake Vela, Steve Wald, Kathryn Martin and Trish 

Wiechmann (city liaison). 

  

Absent: Aaron Stewart, Kirsten Lindbloom and Jack Wittkopp. 

  

Guests: Ojoye Akane, Madeline Lohman, Emily Lohmeyer, Virginia Larson and Matthew 

Simonson. 

  

Commissioner Beckman called the meeting to order at 6:07 pm. 

  

1. Adopt/Amend the Agenda 

Commissioner Wald moved to adopt the agenda as written, Commissioner Vela second, motion 

passed unanimously. 

  

2. Approval of Minutes 

Commissioner Moritz moved to approve the minutes of June 26, 2012, Commissioner Vela 

second, motion passed unanimously. 

  

3. Treasurer’s Report 

No new expenditures.  $1,461.06 has been spent of 2012 budget. Balance is $2,038.94.  A 

request has been submitted to the City Council for $3,500.00 for 2013. 

  

4. The Advocates for Human Rights 

  

Madeline and Emily presented a sample agenda for our Community Conversation. We 

tentatively set the date/time for October 16 from 5:30 to 7:30 pm. Venue to be determined.  We 

placed a target of 20 to 30 people for the event. We would like the group to be as diverse as 

possible. Commissioner Beckman volunteered to collect RSVP’s. Madeline will develop an e-

mail flyer. Food subcommittee will be Commissioners Moritz and Martin with the assistance of 

Trish Wiechmann and Ojoye Akane (to be formally appointed at the first meeting in September 

by the Major).  We will provide follow-up one on one interviews as needed. We will also have a 

list of referral services that may be needed. 

  

5. Other Business 

  

Virginia Larson brought information from Minnesotans United for All Families.  After a short 

discussion on the upcoming vote on the amendment to the MN Constitution, Commissioner 

Moritz moved to write a letter to the City Council to recommend adopting a resolution to join the 

Minnesotans United for All Families to oppose the amendment banning marriage for same sex 

couples. Commissioner Vela second, motion passed unanimously. 

  

6. Citizens Addressing the Commission 

  



Matthew Simonson addressed the commission. He states that in America Human Rights are 

increasingly being violated. The Declaration of Human Rights is supposed to be for the whole 

world. Some Americans cannot afford food. He talked about unemployment problems. 

  

Our next meeting will be September 25 at 6 pm in the Library. 

  

Commissioner Vela moved to adjourn, meeting was adjourned. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, Kathryn Martin  


