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Austin Human Rights Commission 
September 23, 2013 meeting minutes 

Small Meeting Room – Public Library 6pm 

 
Present: Ojoye Akane, Darya Gemmel, Lynsie Moritz, Aaron Stewart, Jake Vela, Steve, Wald, Trish 
Wiechmann (City Liaison) 
 
Absent: Kirsten Lindbloom, Kathryn Martin 
 
Also present: Judy Enright 
 
Meeting called to order at 6:08pm by Commissioner Moritz. 
 

1.  Adopt/Amend Agenda 
(1st motion/Gemmel, 2nd motion/Stewart) Motion approved. 

 
2.  Approval of August 27, 2013 meeting minutes 

(1st motion/Wald, 2nd motion/Stewart) Motion approved. 
 

3.  Treasurer’s Report 
• Commissioner Weichmann reported – no new expenditures. We have $2,873.01 left 

in our budget.  
 

4.  Reports & Discussion 
A. New Meeting Day  

a. Based on commissioner feedback, HRC meetings have now been moved to the 
4th Monday every month starting at 6:15pm.  

b. Moving November and December 2013 meetings to 3rd Monday of the month 
due to Thanksgiving/Christmas holiday.  

B. Sponsorship (Nathan Banda) 
a. Commissioner Vela reported that he is waiting to hear back.  
b. General discussion on the how the HRC wants to partner. 
c. Commissioner Gemmel asked if the HRC can purchase Mr. Banda’s books for 

Modern Literature class at High School.  
d. General discussion on how we can connect author with community. 

C. Fall Film Festival 
a. Film Festival will have to be moved to Spring. 
b. General discussion around film suggestions and how we should stay focused on 

the mission of the HRC. Films may be controversial, but could be a great way to 
promote healthy discussion within the community. 

c. Subcommittee formed: Aaron, Darya, Jake, Kirsten, Ojoye will meet and bring 
film suggestions to commission. Also research film fees and associated costs. To 
be completed by October meeting date. 

D. Other Events 
a. Commissioner Vela was contacted by Bryan Gerber from Project 515. Project 

515’s goal is to ensure that same-sex couples and their families have equal rights 
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and considerations under Minnesota law. They will be performing at the 
Paramount Theater on October 25th at 7:30pm.  

b. Bryan is looking for help/assistance from the HRC with promotion and 
advertising.  
 

Motion to support Project 515 in the amount of $200 for promotion and advertising.  
(1st motion/Gemmel, 2nd motion/Akane) Motion carries. 
 

c. Commissioner Akane was approached by Puro Literacy Project. Looking for 
assistance with a book drive for a village in Africa. Many Austin residents have 
ties to this African village. Looking for books from K – 8 grade and other forms of 
literature in good condition.  

d.  Ojoye has approached Equity Team at school district. Waiting to hear from 
them. General discussion around book drive. Could the residents who have ties 
to African village speak about their experience to generate interest and 
conversation? Can have Skype kick-off. Ojoye will bring this up again in a future 
HRC meeting. 

E. Status of New Member Recruiting  
a. Commissioner Vela and Wald have spoken with a few individuals. We have one 

unexpired term to fill. 
 

5.  New Business 
A. MLK sub-committee 

a. Commissioners all agree that we want a service-oriented focus. 
b. Commissioner Vela said that whatever the project, it should connect to the life 

teachings of Dr. King and his message to unite people around a common goal. 
He shared his ideas that are meaningful to the Austin community. 

i. Collecting clothing or canned goods for Salvation Army, faith based 
churches, etc. 

ii. Bring meals to homebound neighbors. 
iii. Perform small chores for elderly neighbors. 
iv. Help prepare or serve meals at a church or shelter. 

c. Commissioner Vela suggested having a kick-off event one week prior to MLK 
Day. Then on the actual MLK holiday, we can have the previous year essay 
winners read their essays, talk about how the week long service impacted our 
community, and have a presenter/speaker (like we have in the past). 

d. General discussion on how we can categorize services into sectors. 
Commissioners can involve themselves into those categories. Invite boy/girl 
scouts and Scarlet Cord. 

e. MLK sub-committee formed: Lynsie, Steve, Jake. Should meet and discuss 
logistics. Bring findings to October meeting. 

 
6.  Other business 

• No other business. 
 

7.  Communications 
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• No other communications. 
 

8.  Citizens addressing the commission 
• No citizens addressing the commission. 

 
Commissioner Wald moved to adjourn at 7:17pm. Meeting adjourned.  
 
Next meeting will be held on October 28, 2013 at 6:15pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted - Jake Vela – Co-Chair 


