
Human Rights Commission 

Minutes of March 26, 2013 

 

Present: Lynsie Moritz, Ojoye Akane, Kirsten Lindbloom, Steve Wald, Aaron Stewart, Jake 

Vela, Tiago Ferreira, Kathryn Martin and Trish Wiechmann (city liaison).  

 

Absent: Darya Gemmel 

 

Guest: Dan Kane 

 

Meeting was called to order at 6:04 pm. 

 

1. Agenda 

 

Commissioner Vela moved to adopt the agenda as written, Commissioner Lindbloom second, 

motion passed unanimously. 

 

2. Approval of Minutes of January 22, 2013 

 

The secretary asked for clarification of nominations for chair or co-chairs. Commissioner 

Lindbloom nominated Commissioner Vela and Commissioner Moritz as co-chairs, 

Commissioner Akane second. Motion passed unanimously. 

 

Commissioner Lindbloom approved the minutes of January 22, 2013 with the clarification, and 

Commissioner Wald second, motion passed unanimously. 

 

3. Treasurer’s Report 

 

Expenditures since the January meeting are $81.25 for cards and posters for the film festival and 

$385.25 for films.  There were contributions for the cost of the Kindles for the essay contest 

amounting to $163.00.  

 

4. Minnesota United  

 

MN United presented at our February meeting. After discussion, Commissioner Vela moved that 

the Austin Human Rights Commission will continue our support of Minnesota United and we 

will again be a coalition partner in support of freedom to marry legislation. Commissioner 

Stewart second, motion passed unanimously.  The co-chairs will sign the form. 

 

5. Reports and Discussion 

 

Film Festival – Over 160 people attended. The Saturday family movie was best attended. 

Commissioner Lindbloom stated that ‘Out in the Silence’ ended up being free to us.  

Essay Contest – Pacelli did not participate this year due to a busy curriculum, they would like to 

be notified of the time line for next year’s contest.  The subcommittee read the essays and 

selected about a dozen for final consideration. Commissioner Moritz and Commissioner Martin 



met to select the top three. The top three essays were then submitted to the Minnesota 

Department of Human Rights. The winning students will read their essays at the City Council 

meeting on April 15.  

 

6. New Business 

 

Taste of Nations – We will have a table at the Taste of Nations again this year.  It will be on 

April 13 from 11 am to 2 pm at the Oak Park Mall. Commissioners Lindbloom and Moritz 

volunteered to develop an activity for that day.  

 

7. Other Business 

 

Project 515 will perform in our area. They will be at Riverland Community College on April 3 at 

noon, and at Christ Episcopal Church on April 3 at 7 pm. They also plan performances at Albert 

Lea and Owatonna. 

 

8. Communications 

 

We want to link Taste of Nations and Project 515 through Facebook. 

 

9. Citizens Addressing the Commission 

 

Dan Kane addressed the Commission. He asked if the form for the Minnesota United was the 

same as before. He stated that emails he sent on three separate occasions had not been replied to.  

He stated he was delighted to hear that Kindle funds came from donors. He was also delighted to 

hear that there was no cost for ‘Out in the Silence’.  Regarding Taste of Nations he wondered if 

we could encourage Hormel to bring Spammy for educational purposes.  (It is a new product for 

export to build nutrition and fight hunger). 

Our next meeting will be April 23. 

 

Commissioner Lindbloom moved to adjourn at 6:35 pm. Meeting was adjourned. 

 

Respectfully submitted, Kathryn Martin, secretary 


