Human Rights Commission
Minutes for November 18, 2013

Present: Jake Vela, Lynsie Moritz, Aaron Stewart, Steve Wald, Kathryn Martin and Darya
Gemmel.

Absent: Ojoye Akane and Trish Wiechmann (city liaison).
Guest: Dan Kane.
Meeting was called to order at 6:18 pm by Commissioner Moritz.

1. Adopt/Amend the Agenda

Amendments to the Agenda were requested under Other Business. First, a thank you that was
received; and second, an e-mail that was received. Commissioner Vela moved to adopt the
agenda with the amendments, Commissioner Stewart second, motion passed.

2. Approval of October 28, 2013 Meeting Minutes

The minutes should state that Commissioner Vela reported 7 people in attendance at the Project
515 presentation. Commissioner Gemmel moved to accept the minutes of October 28, 2013 with
that change, Commissioner Vela second, motion passed.

3. Treasurer’s Report

Nathan Banda book signing: $100.00. Remaining balance: $2,473.56.

Ideas for budget items for the remaining year include re-stocking of our brochures and pre-
purchasing film rights.

4. Reports and Discussions

* Nathan Banda — Commissioner Gemmel reported that Mr. Banda was eager to come to Austin
High School, and was able to meet with some of the students. Commissioner Vela reported that
the book signing in the evening was well received, and attended by about 35 people. The
President of Riverland Community College spoke on behalf of Mr. Banda, as well as others from
our community.

* International Game Night — Commissioner Vela reported that there was great publicity for the
event. An estimated 70 to 100 people were in attendance; it is a venue where children may play
and run. People from many different countries were there. Games were raffled off about every
fifteen minutes.

* MLK Sub-committee — Commissioner Moritz reported the venue will be the Episcopal Church
or the First United Methodist Church. The title may be 'Soup and Service.' They are unsure about
the featured speaker. Perhaps we will have a 'Service Tree' with ideas for acts of service
community members can choose to perform. Then people can report back to us on the things
they have done, and maybe we can purchase space in the newspaper to publish the fulfillment of
these acts of service.



Commissioner Gemmel mentioned that on December 11 the High School will have an early
release day with the students rotating through the Knowlton Auditorium for assemblies and
asked if a Commissioner would be willing to present the details of our MLK Day celebration to
the students. Commissioner Martin volunteered to go.

* Film Festival — sub-committee report: The children’s movie may be Milo and Otis or
Charlotte’s Web. Possibilities for immigration issue themes are AbUSed: The Postville Raid,
Brother Towns, and Amexicano. Other film ideas include Temple Grandin, and Boys Don’t
Cry. Commissioner Vela contacted John Gutterman regarding any film rights he may have for
films dealing with human trafficking. Possibly Mission 21 representatives could attend a
showing of such a film.

The festival will be at the Paramount Theatre on April 24-26, 2014. Commissioner Vela
volunteered to arrange to pre-pay the bulletins, the license fees and to check into billboards.

Commissioner Gemmel volunteered to contact Mission 21 to ask what they have for film rights,
and whether they can send representatives to our festival; and also to invite Trey Mewes to the
festival.

* Christmas in the City — Commissioner Vela reported the Welcome Center will have activities
the evening of November 29th for the event. They have invited Power 96 radio station to
interview people who are in attendance downtown. He states that the HRC may have a table at
the Welcome Center if any of the Commissioners are able to be there.

* 2013 Budget — Discussion as previously noted. Expect that the MLK expenses will be minimal.

5. New Business

* HRC Chair or Co-Chair positions for 2014

Commissioner Vela urged the Commissioners to think about accepting a nomination for the chair
or co-chair position for 2014. We plan to have elections in January.

6. Other Business
* Thank You — A thank you was received from Kristi Beckman for the support given by the
HRC for International Game Night.

* E-mail — An e-mail was received by Commissioners Vela and Moritz, and also received by
Trish Wiechmann that indicates the HRC should be aware of how they are represented. Also a
community member approached a volunteer at the International Game Night and questioned the
volunteer about how the HRC monies were spent.

7. Communications
Commissioner Moritz has coloring sheets ready for Christmas in the City.

8. Citizens Addressing the Commission
Mr. Dan Kane addressed the Commission. He asked if the 2014 Budget Allocation has been
made. Regarding International Game Night, he attended and thought it was a terrific event. He



objects to that event being held in a bar with elementary kids being exposed to shelves of liquor.
He states that we should, in this community, be able to provide a space with heat. Rather than
teaching Gum Drop Mountain and Candy Land, maybe geographic games or other educational
games. He thanks the Commission for following up on Rose Engelhardt's input. He also made
the Commission aware of the availability of the TIP, Trafficking in Persons Report.

Our next meeting will be December 16, 2013 at 6:15 PM. Commissioner Vela moved to adjourn
at 7:03 pm. Meeting was adjourned.

Respectfully submitted, Kathryn Martin, secretary.



