
Human Rights Commission 

Minutes for April 28, 2014 
 

Present: Jake Vela, Ojoye Akane, Lynsie Moritz, Richard Lemons, Chrissy Stiehm and Kathryn 

Martin. 

 

Absent: Lyndsey Waletzke, Darya Gemmel, Aaron Stewart and Trish Wiechmann (city liaison). 

 

Guest: Dan Kane. 

 

Meeting was held in a study area of the library, so by nature was less informal than usual. 

Meeting was called to order by Commissioner Vela at 1825. 

 

1. Adopt/Amend Agenda 

Requests by Commissioners for additions to the agenda: The Austin Artworks Festival under 

New Business, and Brochures in Other Languages under Other Business. Commissioner Lemons 

moved to adopt the agenda with the additions, Commissioner Moritz second, motion carried. 

 

2. Approval of March 24, 2014 Minutes 

Commissioner Vela moved to approve the minutes of March 24, 2014, Commissioner Lemons 

second, motion carried. 

 

3. Treasurer’s Report 

Out of $3500 2014 budget, $415.82 has been spent.  $62.82 for essay contest winner pizza lunch, 

a donation from Mr. Kane was also received for that Pizza lunch, $200.00 for the film ‘Boys 

Don't Cry, we still owe some monies for the Film Festival, $100 to John Gutterman, and $500.00 

to the Austin Photo Project. 

 

4. Reports and Discussions 

Film Festival – we had a lower turn out this year. Approximately 36 people on Thursday, 21 

people on Friday, 21 people on Saturday afternoon, and 21 people on Saturday evening for a 

total of about 99 people. Discussion on how to target new people, new audiences, planning even 

farther ahead, using school for family events, checking with the state to see if they have free 

movies. Also not on Taste of Nations week-end in the future, possibly use paid advertising, 

maybe separate movies, having one quarterly. Commissioner Vela gave a big thanks to the 

Commissioners who assisted, especially to Commissioner Gemmel as she was there for every 

movie. 

 

Taste of Nations – there were not as many people there as in the past. Commissioners Moritz, 

Stiehm, and Martin volunteered at our table there. There was a project for children to participate 

using paints. The children could select their favorite color and place their handprints on a paper 

rainbow. We discussed framing it, titling it, and displaying it.  

 

Thank you to Mr. Dan Kane for supplying approximately 100 booklets of the Universal 

Declaration of Human Rights. He purchases these from the Center for Human Rights. He 

suggests we give a copy to every graduating senior.  



Commissioner Stiehm spoke with Mary Leshelt of Amnesty International. Ms. Leshelt is 

interested in collaborating with the Commission during the 2014-2015 school year.  

5. New Business 

Artworks Festival – Begin to think of ideas. Last year we did mosaic pots with quotes on human 

rights from President Jimmy Carter. The festival will be held on August 23 and 24. It was 

suggested that we form a sub-committee and vote on a budget at the next meeting.  

 

6. Other Business 

A discussion was held on ways to put our brochures in more languages. Consideration for cost, 

dialects and the fact that not everyone reads led to the possibility of some type of pictorial 

brochure. Suggestions to check with the state, or even the federal government. 

 

Commissioner Akane stated that he has been very busy with family obligations and asked if 

anyone would like to co-chair, Commissioner Vela immediately volunteered to do that. 

 

7. Communications  

 

None at this time. 

 

8. Citizens Addressing the Commission 

Mr. Dan Kane addressed the Commission. He went to all of the film festival. He asked us to 

raise our hands if we got an email from him on March 24. He states again a citizen is treated in a 

less than equal way. It costs him his time. Information from the Advocates for Human Rights 

costs money. Encourages yet again the courtesy of a reply. Suggests to ask the Advocates for 

Human Rights for languages etc. for brochures. Requests info for our county again. Asks what 

the purpose of the brochures is, and what the return on that investment is. Again encourages us to 

add ‘The Girl’ to a film festival. States that he took a girl from Cambodia to our Film Festival. It 

was very meaningful for her to see her country represented and to have this topic (human 

trafficking) discussed in Austin. He suggests improvement for advertising for the films. States 

that $575.00 served about 100 people. Suggests to be more responsive. He had a connection with 

a Chinese family at the Paramount. The connection between art and human rights is not clear to 

him.  Asks what is the population we are addressing? Asks if Ms. Englehardt was invited to the 

film festival. Asks how you deal with the mission vs the experience you have and the turn out. 

Acknowledges that these topics are difficult. Who perpetuates these crimes? Often white, drunk, 

drug-addled men. Yet again, once a Commissioner, Ron Langrell moved to spend $250.00 to 

bring a play called ‘Take Me Out’ to Riverland, obviously a conflict of interest. He asked that we 

retract the $500.00 for the pictures until we get a vote that will not be a conflict of interest. 

 

Response to Mr. Kane that Trish has still not heard from the state. She has emailed them a couple 

of times, aware that it was requested in February. 

Next meeting May 19, 2014. 

 

Commissioner Moritz moved to adjourn at 7:22 pm. Meeting was adjourned. 

 

Respectfully Submitted,  

Kathryn Martin, secretary 


