
Human Rights Commission 

 May 18, 2015 
 

Present: Richard Lemons, Jason Baskin, Lynsie Moritz, Andre Goodlett, Miguel Garate, 

Lyndsey Waletzke, Kathryn Martin and Trish Wiechmann (city liaison). 

 

Absent: Paul Lutter. 

 

Guests: Raquel Imbert, Jessica Swanson, Dan Kane and Matthew Simonson. 

 

Meeting was called to order at 6:22 pm by Commissioner Lemons. 

 

1. Adopt/Amend the Agenda 

Order of Agenda was adjusted to allow for timing of teleconference with Advocates for 

Human Rights. 

 

2. Welcome new Commission members 

Welcome to Miguel Garate and Andre Goodlett, introductions were made. 

 

3. Human Trafficking film screening – May 28 

Free film screening will be May 28, 2015 at the Ruby Rupner Auditorium at the Hormel 

Nature Center. Response on Facebook is 28 people plan to attend. 150 flyers have been 

printed and have been placed in many, many locations around Austin, the flyers that are left 

were given out at this meeting for continued placement. Zonta members are personally 

inviting 10 people.  

 

Commissioner Lemons has asked his contacts to spread the word. Discussion on ads in the 

Austin Daily Herald. Commissioner Baskin moved to approve $80.00 for cost of ads for 3 

week-days and one Sunday in the Herald, Commissioner Garate second, motion carried 

unanimously. The panel at the screening will include Lia Culbert of Mission 21; Laura 

Sutherland, Navigator for the Safe Harbor Law; and Diane Lenway of the Albert Lea Police 

Department. Volunteers have come forward to provide refreshments for the event. Mr. Kane 

commented that he thinks it is important in all future ads there is a notice of a panel and of 

content. 

 

4. Presentation by the Advocates for Human Rights 

Madeline Lohman of the Advocates for Human Rights related the purpose of her 

organization, some background of the relationship she has had with Austin HRC, and 

opportunities for the future. Advocates for Human Rights is a non-profit based in 

Minneapolis, concerned and involved in human rights issues of our state, our nation, and our 

world. They have worked for over 30 years in the areas of the rights of immigrants, legal 

services for asylum, education in communities, research in fact-finding on immigrant issues 

and inclusiveness. Austin was a major contributor for material used in a state wide report 

'Moving from Inclusion to Belonging'.  Advocates for Human Rights' follow up is now to 

return to the community to see if there is interest in looking at these issues and form a plan. 

They would work with Austin Schools and some Twin Cities Schools. Ms. Lohman is asking 



if Austin HRC would like to have a part in this. She states the Commission has the tools to 

evaluate how to address the issues here in Austin. If the Commission is willing to develop a 

plan of action, Advocates can provide training and materials. They have grant funding for the 

next 2 years.  

 

Questions were put forward to Ms. Lohman, she stated she would like us to just meet people 

where they are and work on what is of interest to them. Austin HRC should identify what 

might fit in with our timeline, maybe work with Rochester Diversity Council, or just help 

with facilitation. After education and empathy building, we work on goals and problem 

solving.  

 

Commissioner Lemons informed Ms. Lohman of the Community Conversations topics of 

'Immigrants and Refugees' (June 18), Meet Your Neighbor, Socioeconomic/Poverty Issues, 

and Education. He invited Ms. Lohman or anyone from Advocates who is interested to attend 

the conversations.  

 

Mr. Kane asked Ms. Lohman about condensing the 178 recommendations in the executive 

summary, she stated that will be able to be dealt with after the next conversations when it is 

known what comes up again and is of the most interest to the community.  

 

5. Approval of February 23, 2015 minutes 

Commissioner Baskin moved to approve the February 23, 2015 meeting minutes, 

Commissioner Lemons second. 

 

6. Treasurer's Report 

Expenditures of $905.13 since February for *Hy-Vee for MLK Day, *Chamber Bucks (three 

for $50.00 each), *DVD purchase from PBS, and *Taste of Nations $250.00.  Balance is 

$3,594.84. 

 

7. Community Conversations – Immigrants and Refugees, June 18. 

 

Event will be at Ruby Rupner Auditorium at the Hormel Nature Center. 24 people have 

volunteered to be community connectors - they will invite people to attend and the public is 

also invited to attend. Flyers will be ordered and the cost will be covered by Christ Episcopal 

Church. Discussion on using different languages - over 60 languages are spoken in Austin 

per the Austin School System. English and Spanish cover about 75% of our population. What 

languages should we use and where should we post them? Some of the connectors do speak 

languages other than English and Spanish. Richard is trying to recruit more connectors. Will 

the attendees feel comfortable? Will they be able to share? Commissioner Imbert stated that 

it is very important that people are invited by someone they trust.  

 

Discussion of costs for this event. We will have a cost for ads and refreshments. 

Commissioner Moritz moved to allow up to $200.00 from the budget for this event, 

Commissioner Goodlett second, motion carried unanimously.  

 

  



8. New Business  

Artwork Festival – August 22 and 23. We need volunteers for table duty and for the craft 

project. Commissioner Lemons saw some on-line crafts related to HRC. We still need 

suggestions. Commissioner Baskin moved to allow up to $300.00 from the budget for this 

event, Commissioner Moritz second, motion carried unanimously.  

 

9. Action Items Reports  

The Action Group 'Cultivating a Just and Inclusive Community' continues to work and plan, 

the Action Groups for Valuing Diversity and Respecting Human Rights have not met and 

are participating with the events the Commission works on as a whole. 

 

10. Assignment of new members to strategic teams.  

New members will be assigned by their interest. 

 

11. Other business 

One of the 2015 Austin essay winners has won 2nd place for the Minnesota Department of 

Human Rights.  The Commission would like to acknowledge this student's accomplishment. 

Discussion on how to do this. Perhaps contact the Newspapers.  

 

The copies of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights are gone. They are available in 

other languages. Discussion of ordering some in other languages is tabled. Mr. Kane has 

ordered some UDHR from the United Nations. 

 

Commissioner Lemons staffed the table at the Taste of Nations, and Commissioner 

Garate organized for the Commission. The Commission thanks you for your commitment. 

 

12. Communications 

None at this time 

 

13. Citizens Addressing the Commission 

Matthew Simon addressed the Commission. He commented that as American citizens we 

don't have rights protection from the banks. He states he is deaf, or has a hard time hearing. 

He passed out paperwork regarding drones, his statements on human rights, and being legally 

deaf. Mr. Simon states he made a complaint to Human Rights in Minneapolis and nothing's 

been done. He states he had a hearing in the Twin Cities, they had amplified hearing so he 

could hear, and an interpreter and a court appointed attorney. 

 

Dan Kane addressed the Commission. To Matt, Mr. Kane encourages him to keep an eye on 

the City Council.  To all, he states, consider me on my knees begging you to give Richard 

any kind of support he needs.  On March 23 he gave the City of Austin $49.45 for the cost of 

mileage when he went to the Diversity Council in Rochester. States it is tough to pass 

out flyers in only 2 languages, by selecting Spanish we are excluding others. He passed out 

paperwork regarding staffing of the Austin Police Department and other departments in our 

region, a proposal to the Austin HRC, a report on Calls and Crime Statistics from the City of 

Austin Annual Police Department Report of 2014, and the published pictures of the ACCESS 

scholarship winners. He reminded the Commission that at the January meeting he spoke 



against Chamber Bucks – he believes the Chamber is not inclusive. We need to advocate for 

diversity. He encourages us to encourage the Advocates for Human Rights to select out the 

information from the Austin area. 

 

14. Next Meeting June 22, 2015 at 6:15 pm 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Kathryn Martin, Secretary 

 


