
Austin Human Right Commission 
Meeting Minutes, September 28, 2015 

Present:  Lynsie Moritz, Raquel Imbert, Richard Lemons, Andre Goodlett, Miguel Garate, Paul Lutter, 

Adam Pulchinski, Trish Wiechmann (City Liaison) 

Absent:  Jason Baskin, Kathryn Martin 

Guests:  Dan Kane, Matthew Simonson 

Commissioner Lemons called the meeting to order and informed the commission that Commissioners 

Moritz and Martin had tendered their resignation for personal reasons.   

1)  Adopt/ Amend Agenda 
Commissioner Lemons informed the commission that the minutes from the previous meetings were not 
available for review.  Review and adoption of the minutes was tabled until the October meeting.   
 
2)  Welcome of new commission members – Paul Lutter, Adam Pulchinski 
New Commissioners Lutter and Pulchinski were introduced and welcomed to the Commission by 
Commissioner Lemons 
 
3)  Treasurer’s Report 
Trish Wiechmann noted that there was not a printed budget report available at this time but that all 
outstanding expenses had been paid. 
 
4)  APD Diversity/Inclusion committee Report 
Due to the absence of Commissioner Baskin, a report on the progress of the APD committee was tabled 
until the October meeting. 
 
5)  Launch Project  
Commissioner Lemons reported on his attendance at the Launch Project.  
 
6) Owatonna HRC Meeting Attendance 
Commissioner Lemons reported on his presentation at the Owatonna HRC Meeting.  From that 
meeting, Commissioner Lemons wondered if it would be worthwhile to collaborate more formally with 
Owatonna, Albert Lea and Rochester.  Further discussion was tabled until the planning meeting. 
 
7) Safe  Harbor Conference 
Commissioner Lemons reported on his attendance at the Safe Harbor Conference.  The topic was sexual 
exploitation with an emphasis on making sure that those exploited were seen as victims not criminals.  
Discussion on the commission centered around “is this a focus area for us ?”  The commission decided 
to table additional discussion until the planning meeting. 
 
  



8) MN Coalition Against Sexual Assault (MNCASA) Meeting  
Commissioner Lemons met with Hannah Laniado (Sexual Assault Prevention Specialist) of MNCASA.  
Hannah is authorized to work in the Austin area.  Commissioner Lemons believes that the work of the 
AHRC would be to help determine if the Austin Community wants to work on preventing sexual assault.  
This would involve bringing local groups together. 
 
9)  Condensed Brochure Update   
Commissioner Lemons distributed samples of a condensed brochure draft.  The previously printed 
brochures were double-sided trifold.  We have an English and Spanish version.  Commissioner Pulchinski 
felt initially that the brochure was still too wordy and offered to edit it down to potentially a 1-page 
front and back.  Commissioner Goodlett asked how many languages we thought we needed.  
Commissioner Lemons indicated they were still studying the need.  Commissioner Lemons also indicated 
that he would research whether we have an email address that can be used for the brochure. 
 
10)  Community Conversation, “Meet Your Neighbor” 
Commissioner Lemons commented that he was pleased with the turnout at the most recent 
Community Conversation, but was disappointed that their were no Sudanese, Karen or Kareni 
attendees. 
 
11)  Fall Planning Session Update 
Fall planning session was postponed because of lack of availability of some commissioners and the need 
to replace 2 resigning commissioners.   
 
12)  Collaboration with Zonta 
Zonta is interested in the AHRC collaborating during their upcoming “16 days of activism.” (11/25 – 
12/10) Specifically they are looking for our participation during “Take back the night event.  
Commissioner Goodlett made a motion to partner with Zonta.  Commissioner Pulchinski seconded the 
motion.  The motion carried.   
 
13) Citizens Address the Commissioners 

 Mr. Matthew Simonson addressed the Commission with his concerns regarding the US having very 
few public banks and on the impact of that on the Human Rights of Citizens.   

 

 Mr. Dan Kane addressed the Commissioners with several questions.  He asked for an update on the 
universal Human Rights booklets he previously mentioned to the commission.  Commissioner 
Lemons confirmed that discussion of the UHR had been tabled.  He also asked had there been any 
further discussion of his ideas regarding a fast response team when violent crimes occur in Austin 
and an inclusion proposal for more diverse teachers in Austin schools.  Commissioner Lemons 
indicated that both those issues had also been tabled.  Mr. Kane asked the commission to consider 
changing the tone of our conversation around trafficking to include more focus on rape.  He shared 
statistics on the number of rapes that have occurred in Austin.  He also voiced his disappointment in 
the lack of diversity of the recipients of local scholarships. 

 
Next Meeting 
The next meeting will be October 26, 2015 
 
The meeting was adjourned. 
 
Respectfully submitted 
Andre Goodlett 


