
Austin Human Rights Commission 

Meeting Minutes, October 26, 2015 

 

Present:  Richard Lemons, Miguel Garate, Andre Goodlett, Adam Pulchinski, Jessica Swanson, 

Lia Culbert, and Trish Wiechmann (City Liaison) 

Absent:  Raquel Imbert, Jason Baskin, and Paul Lutter 

Commissioner Lemons called the meeting to order at 6:25 pm after enough attendees for 

quorum. 

 

1. Welcome new Commissioners 

 Lia Culbert – Stadheim Jewelers/Mission 21 

 Commissioner Swanson – Hormel Institute/Zonta Club of Austin 

 

2. Citizens Addressing the Commission (3 minutes per person limit) 

 

Dan Kane: 

 Thanked AHRC for keeping the Caring Community proposal in discussion 

 Investing in Inclusiveness – Felt had not yet been addressed by AHRC, but thanked 

AHRC for keeping it on the agenda 

o Circulated APD staffing proposal submitted last May and dated 5/18/15 

 This got the ball rolling 

 Now Commissioners Goodlett, Baskin & Imbert are on the committee to 

design a proposal 

o Posed question: Is there a policy of the commission regarding which languages 

materials are translated into?  Noticed trafficking event flyers in English and 

Spanish, but no other languages. 

 Allocating scholarships – Voiced concern that recipients of scholarships in Austin are 

almost exclusively white 

o Last time 2 people of color received scholarships 

o Inaccurate representation in photo coverage from fair as well – 98 photos, nearly 

all white 

o Needs addressing, needs collaboration 

 

3. Adopt/Amend Agenda 

 Added election of Secretary: Commissioner Swanson 

 

4. Approval of August and September meeting minutes 

 Commissioner Goodlett moved to adopt (both) 

o Commissioner Garate seconded (both) 



 

5. Treasurer’s report  

 Trish noted that the budged was $4,500 and $1,514.45 has been spend, which leaves 

$2,985.55 in the budget for 2015 

 Commissioner Lemons asked if there were ideas about where to invest: 

o Commissioner Garate:  Taste of Nations at Riverland Gym 

o Commissioner Lemons/Commissioner Pulchinski:  AHRC Brochure printing  

 Commissioner Pulchinski working on design, then Commissioner Lemons 

working on translations 

 Need to determine how many & which languages 

o Commissioner Wiechmann:  Martin Luther King Jr. event 

o Commissioner Pulchinski:  Promotional items, like pens 

o Commissioner Goodlett:  Dan Kane’s scholarship idea 

 Commissioner Lemons voiced concern that there may not be enough time  

o Commissioner Swanson:  Zonta 16 Days event advertising or “hope kits” 

 Commissioner Lemons mentioned that Christ Church does something 

similar  

o Commissioner Lemons:  AAUW Ann Bancroft program & MN Dept. of Human 

Rights Annual Symposium, 12/3 
 

6. Reports & Discussion 

 APD Diversity/Inclusion Committee Report 

o Commissioner Goodlett & Commissioner Baskin not yet connected 

o Action item: Commissioners Goodlett & Baskin will connect and discuss to 

report at next meeting 

 Fall planning session, Saturday, 11/7, 9 am – 3 pm 

o In adjacent library room 

o Commissioner Lemons confirmed that all present should be able to make it  

 Commissioner Swanson gone for 1-1.5 hours only 

o Materials circulated for review ahead of session 

 Charter 

 Bylaws 

 Summary Report from 9/20/14 session 

o Goals will be to find focus and discuss tactical implementation 

 Meeting with Hannah Laniado (MNCASA) & Laura Sutherland Safe Harbor Navigator, 

SE MN Region 

o Commissioner Lemons going 10/28 & 10/29 to learn how to design a program for 

sexual violence prevention in Austin 

o Commissioner Goodlett asked if it was the place of AHRC  to facilitate these 

types of conversations 

o Commissioner Lemons said yes 

 Condensed Brochure Status 

o Commissioner Pulchinski will probably have something to look at by the 11/7 

planning meeting 

o Commissioner Pulchinski asked about what should be on the back: 



 Mission Statement 

 Blurb about racism/race-based crime 

 Resources/contact information … Who to include? 

 Crime Victims Resource Center 

 Minnesota Department of Human Rights (state) 

 Welcome Center, Semcac/Parenting Resource Center, SE MN Safe 

Harbor Regional Navigator? 

 Commissioner Goodlett clarified need for criteria for being listed: 

 High coverage/ability to connect with other resources 

 Variety of languages spoken/translation availability 

 Action item: Commissioner Lemons will check out AHRC email 

address (maybe ask Jake Vela) 

 Community Conversation “Poverty/Socio Economics” 

o Commissioner Lemons: Only 7/25 connectors showed up & 2-3 others wrote 

 Handout with feedback – Plus/Delta 

o Looked for Tues/Thurs dates that would work, without much luck – will postpone 

until January 

o SMARTIE GAME 

 Commissioner Lemons distributed Smarties & exercise sheets – game to 

illustrate decisions made by low-income families 

 Thinking of including at next conversation in Jan – No objections voiced 

 Dan Kane Proposals for: 

o APS Diversity/Inclusion Program 

 Handout – Invest in Inclusiveness 

 Dan stated there are 170 educators [correction given during 11/16/15 

AHRC meeting: 371 for District 492 in school year ’14-‘15; not 170] in 

Austin, but only 3 of color 

 87% of students are of color, but 85% of teachers are white 

 It’s been 15 years since city announcement that community 

representation was changing 

 District has some programs in place, but community/AHRC needs 

to keep pressure on for results in form of minority educators 

 City spends $80-90m on infrastructure; can spend some $ on 

people too 

 Commissioner Lemons asked what the commission wants to do 

 Noted that city doesn’t control APS – but could make a 

recommendation 

 Would need money – maybe Hormel Foundation or Austin Area 

Foundation? 

 Commissioner Goodlett asked for clarification of actual problem – supply 

or demand? 

 Noted issue of young people not staying in Austin, especially 

young minorities seeking examples of success with which they can 

identify 



 Commissioners Lemons and Garate clarify that you can actually get a 4-

year teaching degree with classes in Austin now (Riverland-Winona 

collaboration) 

 Commissioner Goodlett stated that more data is definitely needed before 

going to proposal: 

 What are the current programs in place or in planning? 

 Commissioner Baskin had previously mentioned existing Grow 

Your Own Teacher initiative 

 Commissioner Pulchinski suggested starting with communication with 

APS & Commissioner Goodlett agreed 

 Maybe some “side conversations” with APEX, etc. to ask for ideas 

about how AHRC can help if there are already initiatives in motion 

 Commissioner Lemons suggested inviting either Superintendent or ex-

AHS principal Bergstrom to come speak at an AHRC meeting 

 No dissent = Action item: Commissioner Lemons will invite 

someone to talk about current goals/diversity initiatives in Austin 

Public Schools 

o “Caring Response Committee” 

 Dan Kane handout – proposal 

 Commissioner Swanson suggested “hope kits” for potential victims of 

domestic abuse 

 Action item: Commissioner Swanson will get more info about 

what is included, how other area programs work with police 

involvement, etc. 

 Discussion about timing contact, respecting privacy of victims, and 

sensitivity to how delivery of response happens 

 Commissioner Goodlett suggested presenting idea to local mental 

health/human services providers first; then get community volunteers 

 Noted that for this proposal, the point is to provide sense of 

community, so the “active” piece is key 

 Action item: Commissioner Lemons will talk with Tori Miller (Crime 

Victims Resource Center) and Lisa Kocer (Health & Human Services) 

about the idea 

o Purchase of Universal Declaration of Human Rights Booklets 

 Action item: Commissioner Lemons will get a list of languages from 

APS to aid in decision of which/how man to translate materials 

 Commissioner Goodlett moved to use the brochure; not the booklet, and to 

translate in multiple languages 

 Commissioner Garate seconded 

 

7. New Business 

 Request from AAUW regarding Ann Bancroft program at AHS 

o Ann Bancroft (not the actress) is an explorer 

o AAUW asking for $1k from AHRC toward her $2,500 speaking fee 



o Commissioner Goodlett interested in how she will resonate with high school 

kids/girls 

 Commissioner Culbert mentioned that her experience with and feedback 

about Ann Bancroft programming has been very positive 

o Commissioner Pulchinski moved to give the $1k 

 Commissioner Goodlett seconded - done 

 Report on Police Academy Experience, Commissioner Culbert 

o Positive experience – learned history, current APD struggles with being short on 

officers 

o Only 1 computer/1 person monitoring potential online criminal sex crime activity 

o Shot guns, Tasers, practiced simulations about when to use force, percussion 

grenades, rubber bullets 

 MNCASA Peer Advocacy Program, 10/28-10/29, Commissioner Lemons 

 Albert Lea Human Rights Commission Meeting, 11/2, Commissioner Lemons 

 MN Dept. of Human Rights Annual Symposium, 12/3 

o Reimbursable for any commissioner who would like to attend 

 

8. Other Business 

 Commissioner Pulchinski suggested Twitter account for AHRC & more Facebook page 

activity 

o Commissioner Goodlett noted opportunity for “social media strategy” 

o Commissioner Pulchinski – could post a human right a day, in multiple languages, 

highlight diversity news, etc. 

 Commissioner Swanson – Zonta 16 Days of Activism partnership with AHRC – Zonta 

requested $100 from AHRC to cover advertising in Herald 

o Commissioner Swanson moved that the $100 be provided 

 Commissioner Pulchinski seconded 

 

9. Next Meeting – November 16 @ 6:15 pm, Austin Public Library, Small Conference Room 

 


