Austin Human Rights Commission

Meeting Minutes, November 16, 2015

Present: Richard Lemons, Miguel Garate, Raquel Imbert, Adam Pulchinski, Jessica Swanson,
and Lia Culbert

Absent: Andre Goodlett, Jason Baskin, and Trish Wiechmann (City Liaison)

Commissioner Lemons called the meeting to order at 6:21pm after enough attendees for quorum.

1. Visitor: Kolloh Nimley, Council for Minnesotans of African Heritage

Formed to engage African American leaders to fully engage in their communities
Visiting AHRC to hear what issues are important, and encourage commissioners to
contact legislators and press for bills to address those issues, because otherwise they will
go with “their own ideas”
Connecting with human rights organizations to ask: How can a state/regional human
rights office help [AHRC] to be more effective?
o Could act as hub to help facilitate communication and collaboration in region
o Could help promote completion of active projects
o Could help promote transparency and effectiveness by leveraging expertise
from various organizations and suggesting targeted cross-connecting
o Could act as regional “filter” to refer larger issues to St. Paul, but handle
others locally
o Could help advocate for low income victims of human rights abuses
= Note — Southern MN Regional Legal Services in Albert Lea will
provide free legal assistance, but only civil (not criminal) law
MN statute 363A.06 outlines the 19 requirements for MN state human rights commission

2. Hosting the film “Selma” at the Paramount for MLKJ day

Cost: $250 for film rights, $150 for Paramount = $400.

Motion by Adam to show it

Raquel seconded

Discussion: Miguel expressed that maybe the cost is too high. Jessica expressed concern
about whether people would come, since so many have already seen it. Raquel wondered
if we should focus on the “goal”. It was determined that we should address those
concerns throughout the planning process if possible.

Motion carries, and film will be shown on Jan 18

3. Citizens Addressing the Commission (3 minutes per person limit)

Dan Kane:

Strongly urges AHRC not to show Selma — MLKJ deserves to be seen directly; not
through Hollywood

Planning meeting seemed good — District 492 *14-"15 has 371 FT licensed educators, 3 of
which are of color. 17 PT and 0 are of color.



e Urges AHRC to attend prayer service at Congregational Church at 7pm on Wed 11/18 for
the South Carolina killings.

e Books for consideration if AHRC goes ahead with a book signing event: Race Matters
by Cornell West, Between the Word and Me by Ta-Nehisi Coates, Brown: The Last
Discovery of America by Richard Rodriguez, and Asking for It: The Alarming Rise of
Rape Culture--and What We Can Do about It by Kate Harding

o Maybe have a contest for copy or copies of the book, involve the book event
in a series of events with regard to a topic — example: Violence against
women. Could include a film, talk from Hannah Lanaido, etc.

e Felt that the Smarties game played at last meeting was gimmicky and gratuitous —
suggests removing it from community conversation ideas

. Adopt/Amend Agenda
e Added discussion of Zonta’s 16 Days of Activism: Violence Against Women

. Approval of August and September meeting minutes

e Jessica moved to adopt October’s minutes with Dan’s correction for # of FT educators
e Adam seconded

e Motion carries

. Treasurer’s report

e Trish absent, but Richard noted that there is a balance of approx. $1,374.70 after
reimbursing about $100 for mileage to human rights symposium 12/3. This includes the
expenses for Ann Bancroft & 16 Days of Activism

Reports & Discussion
e APD Diversity/Inclusion Committee Report
o Committee is Raquel, Jason, Miguel, Andre
o Adam read proposal aloud, and Richard noted that APD has responded positively
thus far. Raquel emphasized the need to placing value for bi-cultural recruits; not
just bilingual
= Raquel moved to approve the proposal
= Jessica seconded
= Motion carries
o Next step for Jason to talk with APD and develop a plan, using this proposal as
the spirit
e Condensed Brochure Status
o Adam will get mockup from Diamond Ridge
o Translations into Spanish, French
= Difficult to find written option for Karen, Karenni, but Richard will check
= Ragquel suggested audio files on facebook or website for some languages,
or maybe even phone calls
e Community Conversation “Poverty/Socio Economics”
o Postponed until January



o Question posed about whether it makes sense to do a conversation related to
recent terror attacks
o Conversation steered back to socioeconomics & poverty
o Raquel suggested a focus group to review materials and provide feedback, and
offered to conduct it
= Richard will get materials to Raquel by 2" Thursday in Dec for her
discussion with a group of about 6
o Richard will ask connectors if 1/25 or 2/1 works for the conversation date
e MNCASA Update from Richard
o Primary prevention of sex assault in US against women
o How to change the environment — messaging to boys/girls
o Want communities to engage more with legislators and interact with local media
o 2-day training
e Albert Lea Human Rights Commission Update from Richard
o No chair, no secretary, no vice chair
o Interested in rebuilding and collaborating
o Maybe we can team with them and/or Owatonna for the MLKJ film
e Reminder of Human Rights Symposium 12/3 in twin cities
e Zonta 16 Days of Activism: Violence Against Women
o Jessica will send project file to Raquel for Spanish language proofing
o Jessica will send finalized PDFs in English and Spanish to all commissioners
o Jessica will inform all of opening ceremony times on Wed 11/25

8. New Business
e Request from Adam that he dig in on AHRC’s social media presence
o Twitter, Facebook — increase activity, will use best judgment, other
commissioners please monitor for discussion/suggestions
o Commissioners please invite people to like facebook page, and follow on Twitter

9. Other Business
e Commissioner Pulchinski suggested Twitter account for AHRC & more Facebook page
activity
o Commissioner Goodlett noted opportunity for “social media strategy”
o Commissioner Pulchinski — could post a human right a day, in multiple languages,
highlight diversity news, etc.

10. Next Meeting — December 21 @ 6:15 pm, Austin Public Library, Small Conference Room



