
Austin Human Rights Commission 
Meeting Minutes, June 27, 2016 (Austin Public Library) 

 
Present:  Jason Baskin, Miguel Garate, Shawn Martin, Andre Goodlett, Raquel Imbert, Adam 
Pulchinski, Lia Culbert, Jessica Swanson, and Trish Wiechmann (City Liaison) 
 
Absent:  Richard Lemons 
 
Commissioner Baskin called the meeting to order at 6:15 pm. 
 
1. Adopt/Amend Agenda –  

Discussion: none. Adopted, no changes.  
 

2. Citizens Address –  
No input (?) 
 

3. Guest: Dan Mueller – Multicultural Austin 
Introduction of Multicultural Austin.  Trying to address some community needs of 
immigrant/refugee populations that are not being met by the Welcome Center.  Have a group for 
the 4th of July Parade with several countries represented – will march with home country flags as 
well as US flags. 
 

4. Approval of May Minutes – approved as read. 
 

5. Treasurer’s Report:  $498 for Poverty Institute.  $150 for translations.  To date, spent $2,187.43, 
leaving $2,312.57.  Holding $400 for symposium, $1k for Donna Beegle, and up to $600 for Jerome 
Elam. 
 

6. Reports & Discussion: 
A. Sub-Committee Reports 

 Increasing Access – August Community Conversations Update 
Need to meet again.  HHH reserved 8/17 Wed 6-8pm.  $211.20.  Maybe use credit with 
Diversity Council.  Richard would like to join this sub-committee.  Need to communicate 
with CLC and Multicultural Austin for advertising/promotion of Community 
Conversation. 
 

 Human Trafficking 
Jerome Elam can come Oct 17th (Monday).  Lia suggested AHRC spend $600 to bring him 
to Austin to give a public program that evening.  Jessica suggested “up to” $600 in the 
hopes that the cost could be lower after sharing costs with Mission 21 and the Sisters of 
Assisi Heights.  Jason moved for up to $600, Andre 2nd.  No further discussion, motion 
carried. 
 

 Education 
Focusing on pregnancy to birth.  Reaching out to the right groups.  Talk-Read-Sing.  
Reaching out to Becky at Parenting Resource Center (PRC) to see what they have in the 
way of materials.  CLC videos.  For post-secondary, there is a summer program called 



“Be the Best” for 16-21 year olds.  High school/grads/dropouts.  Up to 25 students, 
referred remaining 50 to Adult Learning Center.  Jason presentation/focus group to 
discuss barriers to post-secondary readiness.  Avid program – challenging for B-D 
students. 

 
6. New Business: 

 Welcoming America 

 Green Card Voices 
 
7. Other Business:  

 Newsletter – Adam can do through mail chimp (free service) 

 Library – Adam working on Poverty table w/ Ann 

 Voting education/encouragement.  Maybe help through the voting process the first time.  
Maybe collect data for what’s happening now (voter turnout by demographic, for example) in 
Austin first, then decide whether to take action and how. 
 

 
Meeting adjourned (time?).  Next meeting Monday 7/25/16 
 


