Austin Human Rights Commission
Meeting Minutes, August 1, 2016

Present: Shawn Martin, Andre Goodlett, Richard Lemons, Raquel Imbert, Adam Pulchinski, Lia
Culbert, Jessica Swanson, and Trish Wiechmann (City Liaison)

Absent: Jason Baskin and Miguel Garate,
Commissioner Swanson called the meeting to order at 6:20 pm.

1. Adopt/Amend Agenda —
Discussion: none. Adopted, no changes.

2. Citizens Address —
None in attendance

3. Approval of June Minutes — Tabled until August meeting

4. Treasurer’s Report: Per follow-up email from Trish: The most recent small expenditure was for
$36.34 and that was for a renewal of our austinforhumanrights.org domain name. We have spent
$2,223.77 year-to-date with a remaining budget balance of $2,276.23. Funding pledged in previous
meetings: Donna Beagle — up to $1,000; Symposium attendance — up to $400; Jerome Elam — up to
$600 with strong encouragement to stay under that level. More detail will be available in the August
meeting.

5. Reports & Discussion:
A. Sub-Committee Reports
e Increasing Access — August Community Conversations Update
Event scheduled August 17, 2016 at the Hormel Historic Home and facilitated by the
Diversity Council. Richard: seek to approve $200 of AHRC funds: $100 for advertising
and $100 for refreshments. Adam is designing fliers and Trish will make prints. Richard
will take care of ads, but will need assistance in dispersing fliers to 150 locations. Adam
will update social media sites.
- Richard moves to approve budget of 5200 for Community Conversations.
- Raquel second.
Discussion: Andre asks if motion language could be amended to be “up to $200” -
Richard agrees.
Motion passes unanimously.
Adam requested suggestions from the commissioners that could bolster the poverty
display in the library. Please have those recommendations to him as soon as possible so
he can pass those to Ann Hokanson.
e Human Trafficking
Primary Prevention efforts are stalled — MNCASA and regional navigator have
discouraged Austin participation; improved protocols are for communities further into
efforts than Austin currently is. Discussion about level of commitment of Austin Police
Department and Austin citizens. Richard suggested that widening the window to have
human trafficking efforts to include assault to increase interest of APD and community
and turn focus to prevention instead of reaction. Additional discussion regarding the




definition of trafficking and its relation to sexual assault. Plans for when Jerome Elam
will be in Austin need to be finalized after he meets with the Sisters of Assisi on August
12. Zonta has approved $100 support for advertising. RICHARD WILL COMMUNICATE
WITH MIGUEL ABOUT USING SPACE AT RIVERLAND. TRISH WILL RESEARCH HOW
MONEY MOVES FROM COMMISSION TO JEROME ELAM.
Kelly Nesvold will end his 300M run in Austin August 28, 2016 at Sterling Shopping
Center around noon. Commissioner attendance is encouraged.
e Education

Raquel has had no update on availability of materials for expectant mothers at the
Parenting Resource Center. The intention is that these materials are more effective for
parents if they are presented prior to children being born. It was suggested that
discovering expecting mothers’ movement patterns and delivering potential material to
them within those patterns could be an effective tactic. RICHARD WILL COMMUNICATE
WITH LISA AT COUNTY HEALTH/HUMAN SERVICES TO SEEK RESOURCES. JASON IS
CHECKING WITH AMY BASKING ABOUT PROGRAMS FOR PRETERM ELL MOTHERS.
Richard’s telephone interview with Donna Beagle generated concern — “Long on stories,
short on content.” Task force has neither confirmed nor declined her presentation and
costs. An alternative was suggested: Jodi Pharr who delivers Ruby Payne material.
Further discussion involving cost/benefit of either speaker, community mentorship
model, community attitudes towards poverty. RICHARD REQUESTED COMMISSIONERS
TO SEND IDEAS ABOUT PROBLEMS ASSOCIATED WITH POVERTY AND POTENTIAL
RESOURCES TO HIM.

6. Other Business:

e Adam and Shawn will confirm finalization of brochure design and get a quote from Diamond
Ridge. Question of how costs of brochures will fit into existing budget was answered by budget
pledges for various projects have been passed with the “up to” language in the approval.

e Task Force conversations will provide additional information in the August meeting.

Meeting adjourned 7:40pm. Next meeting Monday 8/22/16



