
Austin Human Rights Commission 

Meeting Minutes, March 26, 2018 (Austin Public Library) 

 

Present: Jessica Swanson, Lia Culbert, Oballa Oballa, Dan Mueller, Jason Baskin, Andre 

Goodlet, Jennifer Braaten, Sara Karki and Trish Wiechmann (Liaison) 

 

1. Adopt/Amend Agenda –  

Agenda was amended to include a report on the Gender Committee Meeting. 

  

2. Approval of February Minutes – Minutes were approved 

 

3. Treasurer’s Report – Since Feb meeting, spent $110 to reimburse mileage for Sara.  There 

was also $500 committed at Feb meeting to Taste of Nations, but Trish still hasn’t gotten an 

invoice, which she needs.  After those expenses, we have $3,539.91 remaining 

 

4. Presentation from Torres Hodges – Diversity Council  Torres Hodges from Diversity 

Council:  He’s been there since Jan 2015; the council has been around for about 29 

years.  They have 6 full time staff and lots of others (boards, volunteers, etc.)  He is the 

Director of Community Engagement – tries to make connections, educate the public about 

human differences, bias, systems, etc. to promote “healthy curiosity”. Diversity Council 

works in 3 major areas:  Civic (law enforcement, judicial, some policy), Education (raising 

awareness, anti-bullying, lots more), and Health (food security, mobility, other underlying 

drivers of health). One program is “Ready to Lead” – goal is to specifically recruit diversity 

to boards/commissions.  Partnership with Rochester library, and have several organizations 

“bought in” to supply funds for venue, food, etc.  It’s a 4 week program, usually with 10-12 

“graduates” at the end. 
 

DC still does host/facilitate Community Conversations, and has a “train the trainer” 

component. 

 

5. Gender – Adam P. agreed to stay on as co-admin for the Facebook page and we will be 

carrying over Women’s History highlights into April.  Looking to secure dates to reshow the 

films we already own, plus adding more.  Lia will touch base with AACA to flesh out terms 

of use for Paramount and/or upper level of art center. 

 

6. Taste of Nations – Sara gave a budget update. Miguel is doing most of the outreach without 

a lot of response.  AHRC will have table and Sara will bring Welcoming City items.  Jason 

proposed up to $75.00 for candy to have at table.  Jessica motioned, Oballa 2nd.  

 

7. Graphics – It’s still unclear the discussion that was had between Adam and designer about 

compensation.  The invoice was for a budget year 2 years ago that is already closed.  Andre 

motioned to approve $100.00 if it is brought up again, Dan 2nd.  If need be, the commission 

can address it at the end of the fiscal year. 

 

 

 



8. Inclusive Community – April 17th Community Conversation  

Commissioner Baskin asked for a formal vote on refreshments.  Jessica motioned with Andre 

2nd.  Gema with PRC for childcare – Volunteers will be needed. Jessica will coordinate. What 

outcomes do we want?  Recommendations of what we’re going to get behind in the next five 

years.  

 

Hosting a Table – Inviting/recruiting people to attend 

Flyers - Trish can print flyers and we still have spreadsheet from R. Lemons. 

Format for meeting: 

Rank top three individual suggestions, discuss w/ table then rank as a table with feedback to 

improve idea and potential partners. 

 

9. Roundtable – no time 

 

Meeting adjourned at 7:57 

 

Next meeting April 23rd 2018 at 6:15, City Hall Conference Room (note change in location). 


