
Austin Human Rights Commission 

Meeting Minutes  

August 26,2019 
 

Present: Sarah Hartman, Sara Karki, Oballa Oballa, Miguel Garate, Tricia Wiechmann, Jenni 

Braaten. 

 

Absent: Jessica Swanson, Dan Mueller, Andre Goodlett, Goutham Putta 

 

Visiting Citizens: Jose Rivera came to discuss some of the activities of Comunidades Latinas 

Unidas En Servicio (CLUES) and how AHRC could potentially partner with them in the future. 

 

Commissioner Karki called the meeting to order at 6:19 with quorum. 

 

1) Adopt/Amend Agenda--Commissioner Garate motioned and Commissioner Oballa 

seconded to adopt the agenda and to approve the meeting minutes from June with 

unanimous approval. 

 

2) Treasurer’s Report--Currently a balance of $1,354,87 with pending expenses for the 

upcoming Welcome Week. As there was no quorum in July and there was electronic 

voting in order to move ahead on expenses, the following were voted upon by those 

members present: 

○ $180--YMCA Family Fun Night food during Welcome Week 

○ $340--Story Stitch facilitator training  

○ $253--purchased the rights to show the film “New Immigrant Refugees and 

Visions” 

○ Up to $750 for the Leadership Boot Camp event but anticipated to be lower due to 

speaker may be free. 

○ $50--Breakfast at the park clean-up day during Welcoming Week. 

○ $250--Explore Community Business Tour during Welcoming Week 

■ $75 K’nyaw Market 

■ $75 Sudanese Market 

■ $100 at 1910 

 

After all expenses the budget would be at least $124 and potentially more depending on 

the cost of the speaker for Boot Camp. Discussion centered around other potential events 

or expenses which may arise before the new budget year. Commissioner Oballa moved 

and Commissioner Garate seconded to approve the budget. Motion passed with 

unanimous approval. 

 

3) Welcoming Week September 13-22,2019. Discussed concerns regarding Sudanese 

International market’s verbal agreement to host but some confusion around 

comprehension of what is expected from them. Commissioner Oballa agreed to reach out 

to them again and try to explain more in-depth was is expected. Commissioner Karki also 

agreed to reach out to the business owner to review expectations and if the store is able to 

do it. The following is a line-up of activities during Welcome Week: 

○ 9/13/19 YMCA family fun night from 6-8 pm 



○ 9/14/19 Todd Park Clean-up at 9 am 

○ 9/16/19 Civic Engagement Boot Camp at 6pm 

○ 9/17/2019 Minority Business Tour 6-8 pm 

○ 9/19/2019--Inviting Table at El Mariachi (Welcome Center Event) at 5:30 pm 

○ 9/20/2019 Austin Area Minority Business Project--speaker Joel Mahon from 

Federal Reserve Bank 

○ 9/21/2019 Harvest Fest from 8:30-12 pm. AHRC will have a booth at the event. 

This table will be in partnership Community Count Committee for census 2020. 

○ 9/22/2019 Commissioner Karki will facilitate a discussion at 2 pm at the Austin 

Public Library after showing the New Immigrant and Refugee Visions mini-

documentaries. 

            

In addition to these events, this year there will be international flags placed on  

flag poles downtown. Volunteers from AHRC are needed to assist in getting the flags on 

the poles on 9/15/2019. Likewise, AHRC volunteers are needed to promote and staff 

events throughout the week. Discussion on the need for a flier and promotional materials 

was also discussed. Commissioner Karki will draft out the schedule of events and 

Commissioner Hartman agreed to proof the description and do any needed editing. 

Commissioner Oballa and Commissioner Garate agreed to hang up fliers around town. 

Since there are so many events and more planning taking place, it was agreed to meet 

after the city council meeting on 9/3/2019 at 5:30 PM for those who can attend and a 

formal meeting will take place at the Austin Public Library on 9/5 at 6:15pm in the small 

conference room to finalize details. All commissioners are invited to attend. 

 

4) Commissioner Swanson is resigning her position on AHRC due to her pending move to 

Kansas City, KC.  

 

5) Voting on Vice-Chair of the Commission. Since Commissioner Swanson served the 

position of Vice-Chair, a new vote was needed to elect another commissioner to fill the 

position. Commissioner Oballa nominated Commissioner Garate; he accepted. 

Commissioner Hartman seconded the nomination. Commissioner Garate was elected to 

the position of Vice Chair through a unanimous decision. 

 

6) “Waking Up White” is a book based on white privilege which the United Congregational 

Church is doing a book study on. There was interest expressed by the church to partner 

with AHRC and perhaps the Austin Public Library at some future date. 

 

7) Roundtable 

 Commissioner Oballa apologized for missing several meetings due to his student 

 leadership role with the college system. 

 

Commissioner Braaten motioned and Commissioner Hartman seconded to adjourn the meeting at 

7:36 pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

Jenni Braaten 


