
Austin Human Rights Commission 

Meeting Minutes 

December 16, 2019 

 

Present: Oballa Oballa, Jenni Braaten, Miguel Garate, Sara Karki, Dan Mueller 

 

Absent: Goutham Putta, Sarah Hartman 

 

Visiting Citizens: None 

 

Commissioner Karki called the meeting to order at 6:19 pm with a quorum present. 

  

1) Adopt/Approve Agenda – Commissioner Oballa motioned and Commissioner Garate 

seconded to approve the meeting minutes from November and adopt the meeting agenda.  

Due to low attendance, the November meeting did not establish a quorum needed to be an 

official meeting. The meeting minutes will remain part of the record as a reference point 

but no official business was voted upon at the November 25 meeting. 

 

2) Treasurer’s Report – Commissioner Karki read the current remaining balance in the 2019 

budget is $187.48. This amount should be spent before 12/31/2019 or it will be returned 

to the general city operating fund. Discussion ensued regarding the purchase of two new 

AHRC shirts for the two new commissioners who will be joining the commission in 

January 2020. Commissioner Mueller motioned with Commissioner Oballa second to 

spend up to $40 on shirts for the two new incoming commissioners with the remaining 

balance to pre-pay the Paramount Theater for the upcoming Martin Luther King event. 

Motion passed unanimously. 

 

3) Attendance at meetings – Commissioner Karki addressed there have been at least two 

meetings over this past year in which a quorum was not reached due to absences of 

commissioners. Commissioner Karki reminded all commissioners to communicate if one 

is not able to attend a meeting so as to not waste others time. Likewise, she stated it was 

each commissioner’s responsibility to attend meetings as much as possible. 

 

4) MLK Event – Commissioner Karki had reached out to the group, Black Out Improv, to 

inquire as a possible event for MLK. She had not received any response from the group. 

Discussion on doing a documentary movie again took place. Commissioner Karki agreed 

to review the potential documentaries the commission had already purchased the rights to 

and choose one for 2020. The commission will once again ask Riverland Community 

College to pay for hot chocolate, cookies and popcorn to partner together. Discussion on 

having two showings of the documentary at 12 pm and 6 pm. Commissioners Mueller, 

Braaten and Oballa committed to being present for the noon showing and Commissioner 

Garate will commit to be present for the evening showing.  

 

5) Austin Public Library – there will be a showing of “Race: The Power of an Illusion” on 

Tuesday, January 14 at 6 pm. Commissioners were encouraged to attend. 

 



6) Roundtable 

a) Commissioner Karki discussed the Story Stitch program. Overall it was a success 

and cost approximately $260. 

b) Commissioner Braaten discussed a community event presented by AAUW, “The 

Story Show”  

c) Commissioner Oballa discussed the upcoming census in 2020 and the importance 

of encouraging all sub communities of being counted. 

d) Commissioner Garate discussed there is an Austin High School event, Taste of 

Nations, to take place in February in which he will be the emcee.  

e) Austin Taste of Nations will be April 25, 2020 at the city arena 

f) Commissioner Karki discussed how each city, county and state will need to affirm 

to be designated accept refugees. The Mower County Commissioners will be 

discussing this at its upcoming meeting on December 31, 2019. 

 

7) Commissioner Mueller moved and Commissioner Oballa seconded to adjourn the 

meeting at 7:09 pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Jenni Braaten 


