
Austin Human Rights Commission 

Meeting Minutes 

February 24, 2020 

 

Present: Oballa Oballa, Goutham Putta, Sarah Hartman, Sara Karki, Dan Mueller, Jenni Braaten, 

Desahna Belden and Tricia Wiechmann 

 

Absent: Miguel Garate, Ron Schultz 

 

Visiting citizens: Kristin Stipler, Stephanie Holtorf, An Le 

 

Commissioner Karki called the meeting to order at 6:17 pm with a quorum present. 

 

1. Approve Meeting Minutes from January – Commissioner Oballa moved and 

Commissioner Mueller seconded to approve the meeting agenda. Approved unanimously. 

 

2. Adopt/Approve the Agenda – Commissioner Oballa moved and Commissioner Goutham 

seconded to approve the meeting minutes from January. Agenda approved unanimously. 

 

3. Budget – No new transactions. $5,805 after the Taste of Nations donation. The 

Welcoming America dues will need to be paid in the amount of $1,500 for continued 

membership. This accounts for the recent increase in the budget for the commission to 

cover this membership. 

 

4. Report back from subcommittees 

a. Pride Week – Commissioner Hartman is considering planning an event or events 

for June 2020 and reach out to partner with the SPAM Museum, Riverland, and 

potentially Mayo Clinic. Discussion of including faith communities in a dialogue 

of tolerance. Discussion of shutting down part of downtown with festivities but 

also concern it may be a larger event than what the commission is able to plan. 

The subcommittee agreed to meet before the March meeting again and bring back 

more details and ideas of possible activities. 

 

b. Black History Month – Commissioner Mueller and Schultz have not had a chance 

to meet but will try to connect. 

 

c. Census 2020 – Commissioner Oballa missed previous meetings due to other 

commitments but will be able to make future meetings. There will be a meeting 

on April 1 at the Austin Public Library. There is still reported interest in hiring 

citizens to become census takers, especially those who are bilingual with specific 

languages. 

 

5. Welcoming America Delegation Visit – There will be a delegation visit on March 16, 

2020 from 4:30-5:30 pm before the Austin City Council meeting. This will be open to the 

public. There will be a tour around Austin for the delegates. Commissioner Mueller 

stated he is available to help with the tour. 



 

6. Taste of Nations – This year it will be on April 25 from 11 am to 2 pm. Commissioner 

Goutham reported the fundraising efforts continue. There are weekly meetings taking 

place for planning and organizing this event. If any commissioner is interested in 

supporting this event further, the meetings take place every Wednesday at 5:30 pm at the 

Welcome Center. Commissioner Belden will be available to work the booth on the day of 

the event. 

 

7. Story Stitch Event – Discussion of doing another Story Stitch event and possibly 

partnering with the Austin Public Library. Discussion on doing an event during Welcome 

Week in September or during Pride Week with other cards to be used. After much 

discussion, it was decided to set a date for May 7th at some to be determined location in 

Austin. Commissioner Goutham moved and Oballa seconded to spend up to $400 on this 

event. Motion passed with unanimous approval. There is only on deck of cards so the 

commission may need to purchase more decks for this event.  

 

Roundtable 

Commissioner Karki shard there is an event, “Getting Ready for Taxes” for the Austin Minority 

Business project on February 26 from 5-6:30 pm at Riverland Community College East building. 

 

Visiting Citizen Kristin Stipler shared Ruby’s Pantry is one Thursday of each month but there 

have not been many people of color accessing it. Discussion on how to get the word out and to 

connect with school social workers, the back pack program and with other organizations. 

 

With no further business, Commissioner Hartman moved to adjourn the meeting at 7:41 pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Jenni Braaten 

Secretary 

 


