
Austin Human Rights Commission 

Meeting Minutes 

April 27, 2020 

 

Present:  Ron Schultz and Tricia Wiechmann (HRC Liaison) 

 

Appearing electronically: DeSahna Belden, Sara Karki, Oballa Oballa, Dan Mueller, Goutham 

Putta, Jenni Braaten and Sarah Hartman 

 

Absent: Miguel Garate 

 

Due to the COVID 19 pandemic and restrictions on meeting in groups, the meeting was held via 

a Zoom conference call.  Commissioner Karki called the meeting to order at 6:19 pm with 

quorum present. 

 

1. Since there was no meeting held in March 2020 due to the COVID 19 pandemic, each 

commissioner did a quick check-in before conducting business. 

 

2. Adopt Agenda – Commissioner Mueller moved and Commissioner Hartman seconded to 

approve the meeting agenda. 

 

3. Approve February Meeting Minutes – Commissioner Hartman moved and Commissioner 

Oballa seconded to approve the meeting minutes from February. 

 

4. Budget--$4,305 remaining of the budget so far. This calendar year the Commission has spent 

$2,195 so far.   

• $1,500 Welcoming America membership 

• $1,000 Taste of Nations 

• $195 on MLK event 

• Received a $500 donation from the Congregational Church 

 

5. Taste of Nations--Commissioner Putta reported the event has been postponed to October 11, 

2020 due to the COVID 19 pandemic. He continued by reporting the Taste of Nations 

committee is meeting weekly. It may have to be canceled for this year if the pandemic 

persists and restrictions by the MN Governor are in place in the fall.  

 

6. Reports of racism against people of Asian descent--Commissioner Karki reported she has 

heard of some Austin residents receiving racist comments and remarks regarding the 

origination of the COVID 19 virus. Commissioner Mueller reported he has seen some 

misunderstandings at times but in general most Asian people have felt welcomed in Austin. 

Commissioner Oballa stated it would be important for AHRC to recommend the Austin City 

Council make a formal statement in support to those of Asian descent and to remind all 

citizens how racism is not acceptable. Commissioner Oballa moved and Commissioner 

Braaten seconded to make recommendation to the Austin City Council. Motion passed 7-1. 

 



7. PRIDE--Discussion of the upcoming month of June as PRIDE month and the difficulty in 

organizing an event with the restrictions of COVID 19 in place. Discussion of alternate ways 

to recognize the month without social gatherings. Commissioner Braaten suggested running 

some type of banner or ad on the electronic billboards in Austin either by Kwik Trip on 12th 

ST SW or Ankeny’s Mini Mart on 14th ST NW. Discussion on using this media source as an 

option and to allocate AHRC dollars towards it. Commissioner Hartman motioned and 

Commissioner Mueller seconded to spend up to $900 on running some type of message on 

PRIDE for the month of June. Motion passed unanimously. Commissioner Hartman agreed 

to look further into contacting the business and to craft the message. 

 

8. Asian American month--Due to COIVD 19, the sub-group was unable to meet this to do 

further planning. Discussion of all commissioners as how to recognize this month. Ideas 

discussed include a letter to the editor or write an article at the Austin Daily Herald, a radio 

interview or spot. It was agreed Commissioner Schultz and Commissioner Mueller would 

meet and come up with a plan. 

 

With no other business or announcements, Commissioner Braaten moved and Commissioner 

Oballa seconded to have the meeting adjourned. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 7:19 pm 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Jenni Braaten 

Secretary 

 


