Austin Human Rights Commission
Meeting Minutes
June 22, 2020

Members Appearing Electronically: Sara Karki, Oballa Oballa, Dan Mueller, Goutham Pultta,
Jenni Braaten and Sarah Hartman.

Present: Tricia Wiechmann, City Liaison

Absent: Ron Schultz, DeShana Belden and Miguel Garate

Due to the COVID 19 members attended the meeting via a Zoom conference
call. Commissioner Karki called the meeting to order at 6:21 PM with quorum present.

Each commissioner discussed the current racial unrest of the George Floyd murder by the
Minneapolis Police Officers. Commissioners Oballa and Karki shared their own experience from
a march in Austin in support of Black Lives Matter which took place on June 20, 2020.

1.

6.

Adopt/Approve Agenda — Commissioner Hartman motioned to approve and Commissioner
Putta seconded the motion to approve the meeting agenda. Motion passed unanimously.

Meeting minutes — Commissioner Hartman motioned to approve and Commissioner Oballa
seconded the motion to approve the meeting minutes from April (there was no official
meeting in May due to lack of quorum). Minutes were approved unanimously.

Budget — Current operating budget has $4,305 remaining so far. This calendar year the
Commission has spent $2,195 so far. There will be expenses coming through for the
billboards.

PRIDE month celebration — Electronic billboards ran for two weeks to acknowledge and
celebrate PRIDE. Given the limited possibilities to person to person engagement this year
with COVID 19, it seemed to be one small step for the LGBTQ community. It was discussed
it may be an option to also promote Welcome Week in September if there continues to be
restrictions on face to face interactions.

Book club discussion — idea to have HRC purchase Just Mercy books and have book
discussion via Zoom. Once done, we can donate books to the library. Discussion. Karki
indicated that the library can also get an electronic version. Motion by Mueller to purchase
books for community distribution. Seconded by Hartman; unanimous approval.

Discussion of how to support African Americans in the Austin community.

With no other business or announcements, Commissioner Braaten moved and Commissioner
Oballa seconded to have the meeting adjourned.



Meeting adjourned at 7:31 pm

Respectfully submitted,

Jenni Braaten
Secretary



