
Austin Human Rights Commission 

Meeting Minutes 

August 24, 2020 

 

Members Appearing Electronically:  Goutham Putta, Sara Karki, Sarah Hartman, DeShana 

Belden and Jenni Braaten. 

 

Members Appearing in Person:  Oballa Oballa, Miguel Garate and Tricia Wiechmann, City 

Liaison 

 

Absent: Dan Mueller 

 

Due to the COVID 19 pandemic, the meeting was held via Zoom conference call as well as in 

person.  Commissioner Karki called the meeting to order at 6:17 PM with quorum present. 

 

1. Adopt/Approve Agenda – Commissioner Garate motioned to approve and Commissioner 

Oballa seconded the motion to approve the meeting agenda. Motion passed unanimously. 

 

2. Meeting minutes – Commissioner Garate motioned to approve and Commissioner Oballa 

seconded the motion to approve the meeting minutes from July. 

 

3. Budget – Current operating budget balance is $3,426.00. Fifteen books, America for 

Americans, were purchased at a cost of $375.  

 

4. Face masks – Trish reported 2,000 masks had been received from the state of MN and Austin 

has distributed 1,500 masks to the Senior Center, Gerard, Twin Towers, Picket Place, 

Parenting Resource Center, Welcome Center and United Way.  There will be tie-die mask 

event coming up as well free for the community. 

 

5. Book Club – There was a virtual book club on August 10 with the book “Just Mercy” which 

was facilitated by AHRC members. Discussion on the challenges of the book club was due to 

the virtual platform due to COVID 19 as well as people not knowing each other and being 

reluctant to converse with others. It was also hard to balance the discussion with those who 

had read the book and those who had not. Other members shared the discussion was more 

engaging with feedback on how to bring it to the Austin community. Discussion on how to 

maybe try to make a hybrid approach such as the next one on Zoom again with the following 

one in person. Twenty-four books of Just Mercy were purchased for the book club. There 

was discussion on what to do with the books after the book club. Discussion on maybe 

purchasing a smaller number and circulating the books between those interested may be a 

future option. Discussion on purchasing an audiobook as an option for those benefiting from 

a different format. Commissioner Karki moved to spend up to $200 to purchase audio books 

with Commissioner Braaten seconded. Motion passed unanimously. 

 

 

 

 



6. Welcome Week – September 12-20, 2020 

• Bill board to promote it. Commissioner Hartman agreed to work on this subcommittee for 

find out more information as an option to run a sign during the week. Commissioner 

Karki moved to spend up to $500 on the billboard with Commissioner Hartman 

seconded. Motion passed unanimously. 

 

• Park clean-up – Saturday, September 12 at 9 AM. Commissioner Belden will work on 

this subcommittee. Trish reported the chosen park this year will be Rotary Park. 

Commissioner Holtorf moved to approve up to $300 in food if no other community 

sponsor can be secured for the volunteers that day and it was seconded by Commissioner 

Hartman. Motion carried unanimously. Trish reported that the City of Austin would 

provide garbage bags and gloves for volunteers. 

 

• Business Tour – due to COVID19, it would be difficult to manage an in-person business 

tour. Commissioner Holtorf will work on gaining more information on possibilities of 

doing something virtually, with Commissioner Karki also supporting. 

 

7. Welcoming Plan – Commissioner Karki discussed the past work of AHRC on establishing a 

Welcome Plan which was a focus on how to set the goal of diversifying the Austin leadership 

and workforce within the city paid positions. Commissioner Karki suggested having a city 

council member to be appointed to the commission as a means to ensure the continued efforts 

be a focus of the Welcome Plan. Trish shared she would need to check on this with the city 

administrator and the mayor and would get back to AHRC at the next meeting. 

 

8. Proclamation of Welcome Week – Discussion of asking the mayor to make a proclamation of 

Welcome Week. Trish will work on this and email members. 

 

Roundtable 

Commissioner Garate – Discussion of the tragedy and sadness of another police shooting in 

Wisconsin of an African-American man. Discussion on how to promote change and reform in 

society.  

 

Meeting was adjourned at 7:32 pm. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Jenni Braaten 

Secretary 


