
Austin Human Rights Commission 

Meeting Minutes 

January 24, 2022 

 

Members Appearing via Zoom: Lia Culbert, Sarah Hartman, Stephanie Holtorf, Vickie 

Spyhalski, An Le, Jeff Austin, Laura Helle and Varinh Van Vugt. 

 

Liaison Appearing in-person:  Tricia Wiechmann 

 

Absent: Miguel Garate and Jenni Braaten 

 

Commissioner Hartman called meeting to order at 5:30 pm with quorum present. 

 

1. Adopt/Approve Agenda – Commissioner Spyhalski motioned to adopt and approve the 

reading of the agenda. Commissioner Le seconded to adopt and approve the reading of the 

agenda. Motion passed unanimously. 

 

2. Approve Meeting Minutes – Commissioner Culbert motioned to adopt and approve the 

reading of the minutes. Commissioner Le seconded to adopt and approve the reading of the 

minutes from Dec 28, 2021. Motion passed unanimously. 

 

Unfinished Business: 

 

3. Organizational structure – election of officers: 

• Chairperson – Commissioner Helle moved that Sarah Hartman continue as Chair. 

Commissioner Le seconded. Motioned passed unanimously. 

 

• Secretary – Commissioner Culbert motioned that Stephanie Holtorf stay as Secretary. 

Commissioner Vugt seconded. Motion passed unanimously. 

 

4. Land Acknowledgement Statement Discussion: 

• Commissioner Helle – official record of Austin Mower County – Indigenous History in 

Austin dehumanization. Mower County Historical Society adding Churpine and Dakota 

language interpretive signs for the site. Land acknowledgements – protocol amongst 

indigenous people. They stand up and celebrate the land at every meeting. Feels like a 

strong connection that we have with the land as well. South Dakota State – acknowledges 

land that was occupied. And how often and which meetings would we do this for? 

 

• Commissioner Le – attended MN Dept of Human Rights Meeting and was sent land 

acknowledgement from MN Department of Human Rights. 

 

• Subcommittee: Standing agenda item Commissioners Le, Culbert, and Holtorf led by 

Commissioner Helle. Commissioner Culbert – land acknowledgement native-lands.ca. 

Motion to form Land Acknowledgement Subcommittee announce at Welcoming Week. 

Commissioner Helle motioned. Commissioner Le seconded. Motion passed unanimously. 

 



5. MLK Day: 

• Commissioner Spyhalski – no media coverage. Good panel discussion. 30 to 40 people. 

• Some interest in a continuing community dialog. 

 

6. Reports: 

• Pride meeting – save the date flyers sent out and starting to circulate 

• Donations – find business and supporters for event then determine budget 

• Event will be June 11th in UCC parking lot 

 

7. Other Business: 

• 4th Ave Fest will be on June 8th 

• Early thoughts on 2022 focus/events: 

o Pride June 2022 – There will be a race 5 pm at UCC and Roxi will be there as 

well. Riverland, HI, Hormel Foods HProud, and Land Home want to assist. We 

will continue to plan. Looking into sweat wicking t-shirts because of the race. The 

subcommittee for June 11 Pride 2022: Commissioners Culbert, Hartman, Holtorf, 

Le and Spyhalski would like to be involved in subcommittee. 

 

o Brochure: To update pictures need to obtain permission given photos. 

Commissioner Vugt has some and ask the Post Bulletin and Austin Daily Herald. 

 

8. Round table:  

• Taste of Nations – sponsored in the past. Do we have anything in the budget for this? In 

person in Banfield Park. Saturday May 21st. Car Wash fundraising. Total Budget: 

$11,500. Catered or volunteers have to prepare and cook on site in big commercial 

kitchen. In past - $1,000 Co-sponsorship with UCC. Critical year for Taste of Nations. 

Rough to do virtual. Change in leadership team. We would like to sponsor $1,500.   

 

Move HRC sponsored $1,500 to Taste of Nations. Commissioner Helle motioned. 

Commissioner Holtorf seconds. Motion passes unanimously. 

 

• Pride - earmark up to $1000 for pride. Commissioner Hartman motioned that we earmark 

up to $1,000 for Pride in June. Commissioner Helle seconds. Motion passes unanimously. 

 

Commissioner Holtorf moved to adjourn the meeting. Commissioner Vugt seconded the motion 

to adjourn the meeting.  With no further business identified, the meeting was adjourned at 6:17 

pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Stephanie Holtorf, Secretary 


