
Austin Human Rights Commission 

Meeting Minutes 

March 28, 2022 

 

Members Appearing in Person: Jenni Braaten, Sarah Hartman, Stephanie Holtorf, Vickie 

Spyhalski, An Le, Laura Helle, Varinh Van Vugt, Miguel Garate, Trish Wiechmann 

 

Members Absent: Lia Culbert, Jeff Austin 

 

Commissioner Hartman called meeting to order at 5:30 pm with quorum present. 

 

1. Adopt/Approve Agenda – Commissioner Helle motioned to adopt and approve the reading of 

the agenda. Commissioner Spyhalski seconded to adopt and approve the reading of the 

agenda. Motion passed unanimously. 

 

2. Approve Meeting Minutes – Commissioner Vugt motioned to adopt and approve the reading 

of the minutes. Commissioner Garate seconded to adopt and approve the reading of the 

minutes from February 28, 2022. Motion passed unanimously. 

 

3. Budget Report: 

Just got the bill for Taste of Nations $1500, but it has not been processed yet. 

 

4. Reports: 

 

• Land acknowledgement sub-committee 

April 15-17 

Some group in Rochester but not active 

Native America Center – meet once a month at St. Johns Church 

There is not a Dakota river name for our local rivers 

 

• Equity Conversation: 

Opening the Equity Discussion – Thursday March 10, 6-7 PM ZOOM presented by the 

Rochester Diversity Council. There was a Pre-Quiz sent ahead of time to access training 

needs. It seemed more like a sales pitch trying to get us to pay for continued training. 

Culture and Arts didn’t have a quorum so haven’t met yet. Looking for better training 

resources. The follow-up from this and Write on Race could work on together. 

 

• Pride meeting – April 14, next meeting; 8 AM 5K Run – fun run. $25; $18.50 per shirt. 

$20 fee for vendors. Volunteer hours. June 12, concert at 5:00 PM. Downtown $10 

cover, charge runners $5 instead for after party. Booth’s, artists and vendors, OutFront 

Minnesota, Minnesota State HRC, etc.  Deliver on Friday and pick up on Monday to 

save on delivery weekend cost. Trish will look into the City of Austin stage.  

 

5. Other Business: 

• Taste of Nations Update – Commissioner Vugt looking for local cultural 

ambassadors, cultural performers and volunteers. The art club is looking at doing an 



activity. It will be Saturday, May 21, in person in Bandshell Park; 11:00 AM to 3:00 

PM. Access the park at 9:00 AM. Food is catered and they will have food trucks. 

HRC booth. Commissioner Garate will contact some of the performers and possible 

onsite cooks. 

• Vinyl banner or tablecloth with HRC logo, could use for Taste of Nations and stage at 

Pride. 

• Mower Historical Society – Show the movie MLK Jr. Day City Elected Officials, 

Police. 

 

Commissioner Holtorf moved to adjourn the meeting. Commissioner Helle seconded the motion 

to adjourn the meeting. 

 

With no further business identified, the meeting was adjourned at 6:30 PM. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Stephanie Holtorf, Secretary 


