
Austin Human Rights Commission 

Meeting Minutes 

August 28, 2023 

 

Members Present: Dylan Berthiaume, Miguel Garate, Sarah Hartman, Stephanie Holtorf, An 

Le, Denver Ritz, Vickie Spyhalski, Joyce Poshusta, Varinh Van Vugt and Trish Wiechmann 

 

Members Absent: None 

 

Guest: Pam Wagner 

 

Commissioner Hartman called meeting to order at 5:32 PM with quorum present. 

1. Adopt/Approve Agenda – Commissioner Holtorf motioned to adopt and approve the reading 

of the agenda. Commissioner Le seconded to adopt and approve the reading of the agenda. 

Motion passed unanimously. 

 

2. Approve Meeting Minutes – Commissioner Ritz motioned to adopt and approve the reading 

of the minutes. Commissioner Garate seconded to adopt and approve the reading of the 

minutes from July 24, 2023. Motion passed unanimously. 

 

3. Budget Report: 

• Expenses:  

o Current spent $3,046.82 with remaining $3,453.11 earmarked $1,000 for Pride 

Leave us with $2,453.11 

 

4. Sub-committee updates: 

• Welcoming Week: 

o Breanna from Welcoming America will speak at the Council Meeting on 

Tuesday, September 5 after the Mayor Proclamation. 

o Wednesday, September 13 Inviting Table at the PRC Community Action Building 

– theme is Home. 

o Friday, September 15 playing music and dancing from 5 to 7 PM indoors at the 

library with appetizers donated for Mexican Independence Day 

o Saturday, September 16 at 7 PM Tulsa Documentary at the Paramount 

Greenwood Ave Project 

▪ Minnesota Historical Society wanted to sponsor an activity so 

Commissioner Le will check with them to see if they would like to 

sponsor. 

• Pride: 

o We sent out Sponsorship Letters to the Community Businesses. 

o Commissioners Hartman reported on our sponsors so far as our biggest need is 

finding sponsors for our planned expenses. 

• Land Acknowledgement: 

o City Councilman Laura Helle is volunteering at the Mankato Pow-wow and asked 

who would like to accompany her to volunteer. The greatest need is Saturday 



afternoon and evening; however, we have Welcoming Week Greenwood Ave 

Project at that time and most commissioners are busy that weekend. 

 

5. Report/Reminder/Discussion: 

• Status of HRC member – Bryan Davis has been selected and accepted. 

• Equity Innovation Lab – 5 people applied for the HRC sponsored spots 

• HRC branded items – Growing Together and Where We Belong with the Austin Tree 

• Social media education – placeholder 

 

6. Other Business: 

• None 

 

7. Citizens Addressing the Commission: 

• Pam Wagner spoke about wanting to find like-minded people in Austin so we gave her 

some resources. 

 

8. Commission Roundtable: 

• None 

 

Commissioner Ritz moved to adjourn the meeting. Commissioner Le seconded the motion. 

 

With no further business identified, the meeting was adjourned at 6:21 PM. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Stephanie Holtorf, Secretary 


