
Austin Human Rights Commission 

Meeting Minutes 

May 20, 2024 

 

Present: Vickie Spyhalski, Bryan Davis, Trish Wiechmann, Arkaysia Hampton, Denver Ritz, An 

Le, and Stephanie Holtorf. 

 

Absent: Miguel Garate, Joyce Poshusta, Bridget Halvorson and Varinh Van Vugt.  

 

Commissioner Davis called the meeting to order at 5:34 p.m. with a quorum present. 

 

1. Adopt/Approve Agenda: Commissioner Le motioned to adopt and approve the reading of the 

agenda. Commissioner Holtorf seconded to adopt and approved the reading of the agenda. 

The motion passed unanimously. 

 

2. Approve Meeting Minutes: Commissioner Ritz motioned to adopt these changes to the 

minutes. Commissioner Le seconded to adopt these changes to the minutes. The motion 

passed unanimously. 

 

3. Budget Report: Trish Wiechmann reported that the $200 for a Spanish Interpreter for Driving 

Classes has not gone through yet. Therefore, there is no change to the current $3,699.66 

within the budget. Commissioner Hampton motioned to approve the budget. Commissioner 

Le seconded this motion. The motion passed unanimously.  

 

4. HRC Logo:  

a. Commissioner Ritz will contact a colleague for assistance and Commissioner 

Hampton will work with Commissioner Le to revamp the logo. 

 

5. HRC Strategic Planning:  

a. Commissioner Spyhalski and Commissioner Davis met with Julie and decided to 

speak with different organizations within the community before continuing with 

strategic planning. The goal is to meet with these organizations to help make sure 

their voice is included within the plan. This would be a great way to build 

connections with these organizations. 

i. Commissioner Holtorf and Commissioner Le will create a shared document so 

that the commission can begin collaborating on ideas. 

 

6. Voting Support: 

a. Each commissioner was assigned a line from the possible script/voting phrases. 

i. Trish Wiechmann will compile the new script together and email it to the 

commissioners. 

ii. Commissioner Spyhalski will reach out to Commissioner Van Vugt for 2-3 

timeslots so that commissioners can record their portion. 

 

 

 



7. Report – Taste of Nations: 

There was good turnout to the event and good traffic at the table, where pamphlets and candy 

provided. This was good exposure for the community to learn more about the Human Rights 

Commission (HRC). 

a. For next year, the HRC would like to include more interactive activities. This could 

include having chalk for children to draw or for individuals to write quotes. There 

could also be a flyer of upcoming events and a quilt to hang on the canopy. 

 

8. Future Events: 

a. Fourth Avenue Fest HRC Table – June 5 from 5 p.m. to 8 p.m. 

b. There are Pride Bracelets, Affirming Stickers, and candy. 

c. Volunteer Times: 

i. Commissioner Spyhalski - set up at 4:45 p.m. to 6 p.m. 

ii. Commissioner Davis - 6 p.m. to 7 p.m. 

iii. Commissioner Ritz - 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. 

iv. Commissioner Holtorf - tear down 

d. Community Block Parties 

i. Due to a busy summer and needing funds for strategic planning, the 

commission will not be able to sponsor this summer. 

e. Karenni Event Sponsorship 

i. Trish Wiechmann will ask for more details on what the need/sponsorship for 

the event is. 

f. Juneteenth 

i. Commissioner Davis has spoken with different community organizations to 

help plan an event for Juneteenth and wrote out a plan. Due to short timing 

this year, this is an added priority for 2025. For this year, there can possibly be 

a movie night. 

 

9. Other Business: 

a. Commissioner Ritz will speak with Amanda to follow-up on possibly partnering for 

an event at Nexus-Gerard. 

i. Something could possibly be done during welcome week. 

ii. Commissioner Le will reach out to a colleague for advice on an event. 

 

b. Commissioner Ritz will continue to review the calendar of events. 

 

10. Old Business: There was no old business. 

 

11. Citizens Addressing the Committee: There were no additional citizens in attendance. 

 

12. Commission Roundtable: There was no further discussion for the roundtable. 

 

Next Meeting: June 24th, 2024, at 5:30 p.m. 

 

Adjournment: Commissioner Le motioned to adjourn the meeting. Commissioner Ritz 

seconded this motion. The motion was passed unanimously. The meeting adjourned at 6:46 p.m. 


