
Austin Human Rights Commission 

Meeting Minutes 

June 24th, 2024 

 

Present: Vickie Spyhalski, Varinh Van Vugt, Denver Ritz, Arkaysia Hampton, Miguel Garate, 

Trish Wiechmann, and Bryan Davis. 

 

Guest: Zach Riedemann 

 

Absent: Stephanie Holtorf, An Le, Joyce Poshusta, and Bridget Halvorson. 

 

Commissioner Davis called the meeting to order at 5:33 p.m. with a quorum present. 

1. Adopt/Approve Agenda: Commissioner Van Vugt noted to update the agenda to reflect 

that the next meeting date is July 22nd, 2024, at 5:30 p.m. Commissioner Ritz motioned to 

adopt and approve the reading of the agenda. Commissioner Van Vugt seconded to adopt 

and approved the reading of the agenda. The motion passed unanimously. 

 

2. Approve Meeting Minutes: Commissioner Hampton motioned to approve the minutes. 

Commissioner Spyhalski seconded to adopt these changes to the minutes. The motion 

passed unanimously. 

 

3. Budget Report: Trish Wiechmann reported that $3,788.01 has been spent with $2,711.99 

remaining.  

 

4. Report – 4th Avenue Fest 

a. Commissioner Ritz reported that the HRC Table received great traffic. This was a 

great way to have communication and build bridges with members within the 

community. 

i. Something to think about going forward is accessibility at events. 

 

5. HRC Logo:  

a. Commissioner Hampton is currently working on revamping the current logo. 

 

6. Voting Support Update:  

a. Commissioner Spyhalski reported that HRC is partnering with the American 

Association of University Women (AAUW) for a forum. 

7. Discuss Calendar of Events: 

a. Commissioner Ritz is working on narrowing down the calendar of events and will 

take ownership of posting these dates to social media. 

i. Commissioner Davis noted that once these posts are made, Commissioners 

should share the post to help gain traction. 

 

8. Continued Conscience Effort on Facebook: 

a. Commissioner Davis noted that as we hear about community events, the HRC 

page should share it to help gain traction. 



i. Commissioners will review the Code of Conduct to ensure that we stay 

within policy. 

 

9. Establish Subcommittee – Welcome Week: September 13 – 22, 2024 

a. Commissioner Ritz is waiting for an update from Amanda on possibly partnering 

on an event for Nexus-Gerard. 

b. Commissioner Van Vugt will share the current lineup for Welcome Week. 

i. Once we have this lineup, subcommittees will be established. 

ii. Commissioner Spyhalski will reach out to the Farmer’s Market team to try 

to set up an HRC table. 

 

10. Future Events: 

a. Commissioner Spyhalski and Commissioner Davis will continue to work on the 

Strategic Plan. 

i. The goal is to get connected with community groups to form a coalition. 

ii. Commissioner Spyhalski will follow up with Commissioner Holtorf on 

providing everyone access to the shared document to add members that 

should be apart of the Strategic Plan. 

 

11. Other Business: 

a. Commissioner Davis gave an update on the want and need within the community 

for a Juneteenth event and shared the voting video with the HRC. 

i. Commissioner Spyhalski suggested starting off with an event that 

encompasses students presenting poems, comedians, and local business. 

 

12. Old Business: There was no old business. 

 

13. Citizens Addressing the Committee: There was no further discussion from citizens. 

 

14. Commission Roundtable:  

a. Commissioner Davis mentioned that there will be a check in for the Strategic Plan 

and to continue to share local community events. 

 

Next Meeting: July 22, 2024, at 5:30 p.m. 

 

Adjournment: Commissioner Ritz motioned to adjourn the meeting. Commissioner Garate 

seconded this motion. The motion was passed unanimously. The meeting adjourned at 6:24 p.m. 


